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Jane Schaffer writing method is a structured approach to writing that has
gained popularity among educators and students alike. This method is
particularly effective for teaching students how to construct well-organized
essays, especially in academic settings. By focusing on a clear framework,
the Jane Schaffer writing method helps students develop their writing skills
and improve their ability to articulate ideas in a coherent manner. In this
article, we will explore the components of the Jane Schaffer writing method,
its benefits, and tips for implementation in both classroom and personal
writing.

Understanding the Jane Schaffer Writing Method

The Jane Schaffer writing method is designed to guide students through the
process of writing analytical essays, particularly literary analysis essays.
It emphasizes the importance of structure, clarity, and evidence in writing.
The method introduces a specific format for organizing thoughts and ideas,
which can be especially helpful for students who struggle with essay writing.

Key Components of the Jane Schaffer Writing Method

The Jane Schaffer writing method breaks down the essay into manageable parts.
Here are the key components:

1. The TS (Topic Sentence): The topic sentence serves as the main idea of the
paragraph. It introduces the point that will be discussed and sets the tone
for the supporting evidence.

2. Concrete Detail (CD): This is the evidence that supports the topic
sentence. Concrete details can be quotes, examples, or specific data that



reinforce the main point.

3. Commentary (CM): Commentary elaborates on the concrete details. It
explains how the evidence supports the topic sentence and connects back to
the thesis of the essay.

4. Concluding Sentence (CS): The concluding sentence wraps up the paragraph
and reinforces the main idea. It may also transition to the next point or
paragraph.

The Structure of a Jane Schaffer Paragraph

A typical paragraph in the Jane Schaffer writing method consists of a
specific structure that includes the elements mentioned above. Below is the
general format:

- TS: Topic Sentence

- CD: Concrete Detail (Evidence)
- CM: Commentary (1)

- CM: Commentary (2)

- CS: Concluding Sentence

This structure ensures that each paragraph is focused and fully develops its
main idea while providing adequate supporting evidence and analysis.

Example of a Jane Schaffer Paragraph

To illustrate the application of the Jane Schaffer writing method, let’s
consider an example paragraph analyzing a character in a novel:

TS: In To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus Finch serves as a moral beacon in a
community fraught with prejudice. CD: For instance, when he defends Tom
Robinson, he demonstrates his commitment to justice, stating, "The one thing
that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience." CM: This quote
highlights Atticus’s belief that individual morality must prevail over
societal norms. CM: By prioritizing his conscience over public opinion,
Atticus not only defies the racist attitudes of Maycomb but also teaches his
children the importance of integrity. CS: Ultimately, Atticus Finch embodies
the principles of empathy and fairness, making him a pivotal character in the
narrative.

Benefits of the Jane Schaffer Writing Method

The Jane Schaffer writing method offers numerous advantages for students and
educators:



1. Improved Organization: The structured format allows students to organize
their thoughts clearly, making it easier to follow their arguments.

2. Enhanced Critical Thinking: By requiring students to provide commentary on
their evidence, the method encourages deeper analysis and critical thinking
skills.

3. Boosted Confidence: Understanding a clear framework can reduce anxiety
around writing, allowing students to approach essays with more confidence.

4. Versatility: While it is often used for literary analysis, the Jane
Schaffer writing method can be adapted for various types of writing,
including persuasive essays and research papers.

5. Better Writing Skills: Over time, students who practice this method
develop stronger writing skills, leading to improved performance in academic
settings.

Implementing the Jane Schaffer Writing Method
in the Classroom

Educators looking to implement the Jane Schaffer writing method in their
classrooms can follow these steps:

1. Introduce the Structure: Begin by explaining the components of the method.
Provide examples and break down each part of the paragraph structure.

2. Practice with Guided Writing: Have students practice writing paragraphs
using the Jane Schaffer format. Provide prompts and encourage them to use the
structure consistently.

3. Peer Review Sessions: Organize peer review sessions where students can
share their paragraphs and provide feedback to one another. This helps
reinforce the elements of the method.

4. Model the Writing Process: Demonstrate the writing process using a shared
text. Walk students through brainstorming, drafting, and revising while
adhering to the Jane Schaffer structure.

5. Gradual Release of Responsibility: As students become more comfortable

with the method, gradually shift the responsibility to them. Encourage
independent writing while still offering support as needed.

Tips for Success with the Jane Schaffer Writing



Method

To maximize the effectiveness of the Jane Schaffer writing method, consider
the following tips:

- Encourage Creativity: While the structure is important, remind students
that their voice and creativity should shine through their writing.

- Use Graphic Organizers: Provide graphic organizers that outline the Jane
Schaffer structure to help students visualize how to plan their paragraphs.

- Incorporate Technology: Utilize online writing tools and platforms that
allow for collaborative writing and feedback, enhancing the learning
experience.

- Foster a Growth Mindset: Emphasize that writing is a skill that can be
developed over time. Encourage students to view feedback as an opportunity
for growth.

- Celebrate Progress: Acknowledge improvements in writing skills and
encourage students to reflect on their growth throughout the writing process.

Conclusion

The Jane Schaffer writing method provides a valuable framework for students
to enhance their writing skills, particularly in analytical essays. By
emphasizing structure, evidence, and commentary, this method equips students
with the tools they need to articulate their thoughts clearly and
convincingly. With careful implementation in the classroom and practice in
personal writing, educators can help students become more confident and
proficient writers, preparing them for future academic endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Jane Schaffer Writing Method?

The Jane Schaffer Writing Method is a structured approach to writing that
emphasizes clear organization and the use of specific components in essay
writing, particularly in literary analysis.

What are the main components of the Jane Schaffer
Writing Method?

The main components include the 'TS' (Topic Sentence), 'CD' (Concrete
Detail), 'CM' (Commentary), and 'CS' (Concluding Sentence), which work



together to form coherent paragraphs.

How does the Jane Schaffer method help improve
writing skills?

It helps improve writing skills by providing a clear framework for students
to follow, which enhances their ability to construct well-organized essays
and articulate their ideas effectively.

Is the Jane Schaffer Writing Method suitable for all
types of writing?

While it is particularly effective for literary analysis and argumentative
essays, the principles can be adapted for various types of writing, including
expository and narrative essays.

What age group or grade level is the Jane Schaffer
method most appropriate for?

The Jane Schaffer Writing Method is commonly used in middle school and high
school settings, but it can also be beneficial for younger students or adults
seeking to improve their writing.

Are there any criticisms of the Jane Schaffer
Writing Method?

Some educators argue that the method can be too formulaic and may limit
students' creativity. However, many find it useful as a foundational tool for
understanding essay structure.

Can the Jane Schaffer Writing Method be integrated
with other teaching strategies?

Yes, it can be effectively integrated with other teaching strategies, such as
peer review, collaborative writing, and the use of graphic organizers to
enhance student understanding of writing.
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Unlock the secrets of the Jane Schaffer writing method! Enhance your writing skills and boost your
essays. Discover how to master this effective technique today!
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