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JACKIE ROBINSON BIOGRAPHY FOR KIDS
JACKIE ROBINSON IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT FIGURES IN AMERICAN HISTORY, NOT JUST IN SPORTS, BUT IN THE FIGHT FOR
CIVIL RIGHTS AND EQUALITY. HE WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO PLAY IN MaJor LEAGUE BasesaLL (MLB) DURING THE

MODERN ERA, BREAKING THE COLOR BARRIER THAT HAD KEPT BLACK ATHLETES FROM PARTICIPATING IN THE SPORT. THIS ARTICLE

WILL EXPLOREJACKIE RoBINSON'S LIFE, HIS ACHIEVEMENTS, AND THE LEGACY HE LEFT BEHIND.

EARLY LIFE
Born on JanuAarRY 31, 1919, INn CalRO, GEORGIA, JACKIE ROBINSON GREW UP IN A FAMILY OF FIVE CHILDREN. HIS MOTHER,
MALLIE ROBINSON, WAS A STRONG INFLUENCE IN HIS LIFE, ESPECIALLY AFTER HIS FATHER LEFT WHEN JACKIE WAS JUST A
TODDLER. THE FAMILY FACED MANY CHALLENGES, INCLUDING POVERTY AND RACISM, BUT THEY STAYED CLOSE-KNIT AND

SUPPORTIVE OF ONE ANOTHER.

EDUCATION AND EARLY INTERESTS

JACKIEIS ACADEMIC AND ATHLETIC TALENTS BEGAN TO SHINE AT A YOUNG AGE. HE ATTENDED THE LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL, WHERE

HE EXCELLED IN VARIOUS SPORTS, INCLUDING!:

- BASEBALL
- BASKETBALL
- FooTBALL

- TRACK AND FIELD
AFTER HIGH SCHOOL, ROBINSON WENT ON TO ATTEND PASADENA JUNIOR COLLEGE AND LATER UCL A, WHERE HE BECAME THE
FIRST ATHLETE IN THE SCHOOL'S HISTORY TO EARN LETTERS IN FOUR DIFFERENT SPORTS. His TIME AT UCL A HELPED SHAPE HIS

COMPETITIVE SPIRIT AND DETERMINATION, QUALITIES THAT WOULD SERVE HIM WELL IN HIS FUTURE CAREER.

MILITARY SERVICE

IN 1942, JAckiE ROBINSON WAS DRAFTED INTO THE U.S. ARMY DURING W/ ORLD W/ AR II. HE SERVED AS A SECOND LIEUTENANT



INTHE 76 1ST TANK BATTALION, A UNIT CONSISTING MAINLY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN SOLDIERS. DURING HIS TIME IN THE
MILITARY, ROBINSON FACED RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, BUT HE REMAINED COMMITTED TO HIS DUTIES AND EARNED RESPECT FROM HIS
FELLOW SOLDIERS.

STRUGGLES WITH RACISM

\W/HILE IN THE ARMY,JACKIE ENCOUNTERED VARIOUS INSTANCES OF RACISM. ONE NOTABLE INCIDENT OCCURRED WHEN HE REFUSED
TO MOVE TO THE BACK OF A SEGREGATED BUS. HIS ACTIONS RESULTED IN A COURT-MARTIAL, BUT HE WAS ULTIMATELY
ACQUITTED. THIS EXPERIENCE ONLY STRENGTHENED HIS RESOLVE TO FIGHT AGAINST INJUSTICE AND INEQUALITY.

BAaseBALL CAREER

AFTER HIS MILITARY SERVICE, JACKIE ROBINSON RETURNED TO CIVILIAN LIFE AND BEGAN PURSUING HIS DREAM OF PLAYING
PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL. IN 1945, HE JOINED THE KANSAS CITY MONARCHS, A TEAM IN THE NEGRO LEAGUES. HIS IMPRESSIVE
PERFORMANCE CAUGHT THE ATTENTION OF BRANCH RICKEY, THE GENERAL MANAGER OF THE BROOKLYN DODGERS.

BREAKING THE COLOR BARRIER

IN 1947, JACKIE ROBINSON MADE HISTORY BY BECOMING THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN PLAYER IN THE MODERN ERA OF MAJOR
LEAGUE BASEBALL. HE DEBUTED WITH THE BROOKLYN DODGERS ON APRIL 15, 1947, WEARING THE NUMBER 42. THIS WAS A
MONUMENTAL MOMENT IN SPORTS HISTORY, AS IT PAVED THE WAY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS OF BLACK ATHLETES.

CHALLENGES IN THE MLB

DESPITE HIS GROUNDBREAKING ACHIEVEMENT, ROBINSON FACED IMMENSE CHALLENGES THROUGHOUT HIS CAREER. SOME OF THE
OBSTACLES HE CONFRONTED INCLUDED:

- RACIAL SLURS FROM FANS AND OPPOSING PLAYERS
- DEATH THREATS AGAINST HIM AND HIS FAMILY
- INTENSE SCRUTINY FROM THE MEDIA

HO\X/EVER,JACKIE DISPLAYED REMARKABLE COURAGE AND RESILIENCE. HE FAMOUSLY SAID, “I’M NOT CONCERNED WITH YOUR
LIKING OR DISLIKING ME. ALL | ASK IS THAT YOU RESPECT ME AS A HUMAN BEING.” HIS ABILITY TO WITHSTAND ADVERSITY MADE
HIM A ROLE MODEL FOR MANY.

ACHIEVEMENTS AND AWARDS

JACKIE ROBINSON'S IMPACT ON BASEBALL AND SOCIETY CANNOT BE OVERSTATED. DURING HIS CAREER, HE ACHIEVED NUMEROUS
MILESTONES, INCLUDING:

1. Rookie of THE YEAR (1947): JACKIE WAS AWARDED THIS HONOR, RECOGNIZING HIS OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN HIS
FIRST SEASON.

2. NATIONAL LEAGUE MVP (1949): THIS AWARD HIGHLIGHTED HIS EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE DURING THE SEASON, WHERE HE
BATTED .342 WITH 124 RUNS SCORED.

3. SIX-TIME ALL-STAR: ROBINSON WAS SELECTED TO THE ALL-STAR GAME SIX TIMES, SHOWCASING HIS TALENT AND
POPULARITY.

4. \X/ orLD SerIEs CHAMPION (1955): HE HELPED LEAD THE DODGERS TO THEIR FIRST W ORLD SERIES TITLE.

5. INDUCTION INTO THE HALL oF FAME (1962): ROBINSON WAS INDUCTED INTO THE NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME,



SOLIDIFYING HIS LEGACY IN THE SPORT.

LeGACY BeEYOND BASEBALL

JACKIE ROBINSON’S INFLUENCE EXTENDED BEYOND THE BASEBALL FIELD. HE BECAME A VOCAL ADVOCATE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, USING
HIS PLATFORM TO PROMOTE EQUALITY AND JUSTICE. HE WORKED ALONGSIDE PROMINENT FIGURES IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT, INCLUDING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JrR. AND RALPH ABERNATHY.

LiFe AFTER BASEBALL

AFTER RETIRING FROM BASEBALL IN 1956, JACKIE ROBINSON CONTINUED TO WORK FOR SOCIAL CHANGE. HE HELD SEVERAL
POSITIONS, INCLUDING:

- VICE PRESIDENT ofF CHock FULL o NUTS, A COFFEE COMPANY THAT AIMED TO PROMOTE HIRING AFRICAN AMERICANS IN
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS.
- A PASSIONATE SPEAKER ON CIVIL RIGHTS, WHERE HE ENCOURAGED YOUNG PEOPLE TO FIGHT FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY.

IN 1964, ROBINSON WAS AWARDED THE SPINGARN MEDAL BY THE NAACP FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIVIL RIGHTS.

FAMILY LIFe

JAcCKIE ROBINSON MARRIED RACHEL ISUM IN 1946, SHORTLY BEFORE HE BEGAN HIS PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CAREER. THE
COUPLE HAD THREE CHILDREN: JACKIE JR., SHARON, AND DAVID. RACHEL WAS A SUPPORTIVE PARTNER, AND TOGETHER THEY
NAVIGATED THE CHALLENGES OF FAME AND RACISM. JACKIE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN, ALWAYS PRIORITIZING HIS FAMILY
DESPITE HIS BUSY CAREER.

ILLNESS AND DEATH

IN THE LATER YEARS OF HIS LIFE,JACKIE ROBINSON FACED HEALTH CHALLENGES, INCLUDING DIABETES. He pieEp on OCTOBRER 24,
]972, AT THE AGE OF 53. HIS DEATH WAS A SIGNIFICANT LOSS NOT ONLY TO HIS FAMILY BUT ALSO TO THE NATION, AS HE
HAD BECOME AN ENDURING SYMBOL OF COURAGE AND PERSEVERANCE.

COMMEMORATION AND HONORS

JACKIE ROBINSON’S LEGACY LIVES ON THROUGH VARIOUS HONORS AND MEMORIALS:

- Jackie RoBINsoN DAY: APRIL 15 1S CELEBRATED AS JACKIE ROBINSON DAY IN MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL, WHERE ALL PLAYERS
WEAR HIS ICONIC NUMBER 42 TO HONOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS.

- STATUES AND MEMORIALS: STATUES OF JACKIE CAN BE FOUND IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS, INCLUDING DODGER STADIUM IN LOS
ANGELES.

- THE JACKIE ROBINSON FOUNDATION: ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS AND SUPPORT TO STUDENTS OF COLOR
PURSUING HIGHER EDUCATION.

CoNCLUSION

JACKIE ROBINSON WAS MORE THAN JUST A BASEBALL PLAYER, HE WAS A TRAILBLAZER FOR EQUALITY AND A CHAMPION FOR



CIVIL RIGHTS. HIS COURAGE AND DETERMINATION CHANGED THE LANDSCAPE OF SPORTS AND SOCIETY IN AMERICA. TODAY,
CHILDREN AND ADULTS ALIKE CONTINUE TO LOOK UP TOJACKIE ROBINSON AS A SYMBOL OF HOPE, STRENGTH, AND THE ONGOING
FIGHT FOR JUSTICE. BY LEARNING ABOUT HIS LIFE, WE CAN APPRECIATE THE STRUGGLES HE FACED AND THE PROGRESS HE INSPIRED
REMINDING US THAT ANYONE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE \WORLD.

’

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHO WAS JACKIE ROBINSON?

JACKIE ROBINSON WAS AN AMERICAN BASEBALL PLAYER WHO BECAME THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO PLAY IN MAJOR LEAGUE
BASEBALL IN THE MODERN ERA.

\WHEN WAS JACKIE ROBINSON BORN?

JACKIE ROBINSON WAS BORN ON JANUARY 31, 1919, IN CAIRO, GEORGIA.

\WHAT TEAM DID_JACKIE ROBINSON PLAY FOR?

JACKIE ROBINSON PLAYED FOR THE BROOKLYN DODGERS.

\W/HY IS JACKIE ROBINSON IMPORTANT IN HISTORY?

JACKIE ROBINSON IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE HE BROKE THE COLOR BARRIER IN BASEBALL, PAVING THE WAY FOR FUTURE AFRICAN
AMERICAN PLAYERS.

WHAT WAS JACKIE ROBINSON'S NUMBER?

JACKIE ROBINSON'S JERSEY NUMBER WAS 42, WHICH HAS BEEN RETIRED BY ALL MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL TEAMS IN HIS HONOR.

\WHAT CHALLENGES DID JACKIE ROBINSON FACE?

JACKIE ROBINSON FACED RACISM, HOSTILITY, AND DISCRIMINATION BOTH ON AND OFF THE FIELD WHEN HE BROKE INTO MAJOR
LEAGUE BASEBALL.

WHAT OTHER SPORTS DID JACKIE ROBINSON PLAY?

IN ADDITION TO BASEBALL, JACKIE ROBINSON WAS AN EXCEPTIONAL ATHLETE WHO PLAYED BASKETBALL, FOOTBALL, AND
TRACK AND FIELD AT UCLA.

WHAT YEAR DID JACKIE ROBINSON MAKE HIS MLB pesuT?

JACKIE ROBINSON MADE HIS MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL DEBUT ON APRIL 15, 1947.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JACKIE ROBINSON DAY?

JACKIE RoBINSON DAY, CELEBRATED ON APRIL 15 EACH YEAR, HONORS ROBINSON'S LEGACY AND HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIVIL
RIGHTS AND BASEBALL.

\WHAT DID JACKIE ROBINSON DO AFTER HIS BASEBALL CAREER?

AFTER HIS BASEBALL CAREER,JACKIE ROBINSON BECAME A CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST, WORKED IN BUSINESS, AND ADVOCATED FOR
RACIAL EQUALITY.
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SAS vs R vs Python - GeeksforGeeks
6 days ago - The comparison of Python, R, and SAS can be evaluated across several factors, ...

8 Differences Between SAS and ...
SAS and Python are both data science tools. This article discusses different features to compare the

Comparing SAS® and Python - A Co...
We start with a brief summary of how SAS and Python compare across several environmental ...

SAS vs Python: 7 Best Differences Yo...
Sep 3, 2022 - Know about the difference between SAS vs Python. Read the Complete Comparison ...

SAS vs Python | Comparison betwe...
Jan 25, 2024 - Python vs SAS: In this article, we will discuss the difference between the SAS vs ...

How to Grow and Care for Desert Rose - The Spruce
Jul 3, 2025 - The desert rose (Adenium obesum) is a slow-growing plant, only growing about 12
inches per year. Desert rose is often used as a bonsai plant thanks to its thick succulent trunk, ...

6 Amazing Facts You Didn’t Know About Desert Rose
The desert rose is a beautiful and unique plant native to the deserts of North Africa. It has many
different names: Moroccan oleander, Algerian iris, Egyptian jasmine, and Arabian tulip. It got its ...

Desert Rose (Adenium) - All You Need To Know - Gardenia
Desert Roses (Adenium) are unique, flowering succulents known for their sculptural appearance and
vibrant, trumpet-shaped blooms. Native to Africa and the Arabian Peninsula, they are ...

14 Extraordinary Facts About Desert Rose
Aug 28, 2023 - Discover the fascinating world of Desert Rose with these 14 extraordinary facts.
From its unique appearance to its resilience in harsh conditions, find out why this plant is a true ...

What Is Desert Rose Plant - Back Gardener
Sep 21, 2024 - These flowers are highly fragrant and attract a variety of pollinators, including bees
and butterflies. The Desert Rose is also a popular choice among succulent enthusiasts due to ...

Facts About the Desert Rose: Description, Adaptation, and Care
May 14, 2021 - This article gives facts about the desert rose, including how to care for the plant.

Interesting Facts about Desert Rose - Fact Bud
6 days ago - From its historical uses in traditional medicine to its adaptation to diverse climates
worldwide, the Desert Rose has become more than a plant—it’s a symbol of beauty, ...
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Desert Rose Flower | Adenium Obesum Facts | BioExplorer
Desert rose is an evergreen, deciduous shrub of the Gentianales order. This species can grow from
3.3 to 9.8 ft. It is a trendy ornamental plant with plumeria-like flowers. The stems of the ...

Desert Rose: How To Care For Adenium Plants - Gardening Know How
May 24, 2024 - Although a succulent, desert rose sports no thorns and hasn’t got fleshy leaves. It is a
“caudiciform” plant, a term that refers to its thick trunk that stores excess moisture. The ...

Desert Rose - Everything You Need to Know! - Planet Desert
Jun 12, 2025 - Below, you will learn about the popular 6 varieties of true desert rose plants.

Additionally, we will explore the many fascinating features of the rose in the desert succulents ...

Discover the inspiring Jackie Robinson biography for kids! Learn about his groundbreaking journey
in baseball and how he became a hero for equality.
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