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Introduction to "You Should Have Known"

You Should Have Known is a compelling novel by Jean Hanff Korelitz that delves into the complexities of
marriage, self-awareness, and the hidden truths that often lie beneath the surface of our relationships.
Published in 2014, this psychological drama offers readers an intricate narrative that intertwines themes of
deception, fidelity, and the quest for personal clarity. Korelitz’s storytelling prowess shines through her
vivid character development and the suspenseful plot that keeps readers engaged from beginning to end.



Author Background

Jean Hanff Korelitz is an accomplished American author known for her insightful explorations of human
relationships and moral dilemmas. Born in New York City, Korelitz has a diverse literary background,
having written novels, essays, and even a children’s book. Her work often reflects her keen observations of
societal norms and personal psychology, making her a respected voice in contemporary literature.

Some of her notable works include:

The Devil and Webster (2016)

Admission (2009)

We Were the Lucky Ones (2018)

Korelitz's expertise in crafting intricate plots and well-rounded characters is evident in "You Should Have
Known," where she masterfully examines the fragility of trust and the repercussions of ignorance in
relationships.

Plot Summary

"You Should Have Known" centers around Grace Reinhart Sachs, a successful therapist who specializes in
helping couples navigate their relationships. At the outset, Grace appears to have a perfect life: a thriving
career, a loving husband, and a son who is poised to attend a prestigious school. However, as the story
unfolds, it becomes clear that her seemingly idyllic world is built on illusions.

The narrative kicks off with a series of events leading up to the much-anticipated school year start, where
Grace is set to deliver a lecture on the importance of recognizing the signs of marital discord. Just as she
prepares to share her insights, her life takes an unexpected turn when her husband, Jonathan, goes
missing. This sudden disappearance forces Grace to confront the uncomfortable truths about her marriage,
her perceptions, and her own blind spots.

As Grace embarks on a journey to discover what happened to Jonathan, she unearths secrets that challenge
her understanding of love and fidelity. The narrative oscillates between past and present, revealing both
Grace's internal struggles and the external pressures she faces as she navigates the fallout from Jonathan's
disappearance.



Themes Explored in the Novel

Korelitz intricately weaves several themes throughout "You Should Have Known," each contributing to
the depth and complexity of the story.

1. Self-Delusion and Ignorance

One of the central themes of the novel is the concept of self-delusion. Grace's journey reveals how people
can often blind themselves to the troubling aspects of their lives and relationships. Her profession as a
therapist does not immunize her from the very issues she advises others about. This irony highlights the
dichotomy between professional knowledge and personal experience.

2. The Nature of Love and Trust

The novel delves into the fragile nature of love and trust, particularly in romantic relationships. As Grace
uncovers the hidden truths about her husband, she grapples with feelings of betrayal and confusion. The
narrative prompts readers to consider how well we truly know our partners and the extent to which we
trust them.

3. The Impact of Secrets

Secrets play a pivotal role in the story, affecting not only Grace and Jonathan's relationship but also their
connections with family and friends. The novel illustrates how secrets can fester and grow, leading to
devastating consequences if left unaddressed. Through Grace's experiences, Korelitz demonstrates the
importance of honesty and communication in sustaining healthy relationships.

Character Analysis

Korelitz's characters are richly drawn, each contributing to the thematic depth of the narrative.

Grace Reinhart Sachs

Grace is the protagonist and a complex character whose journey is at the heart of the story. As a therapist,
she is trained to analyze relationships, yet she finds herself ill-equipped to confront the realities of her own



life. Her evolution throughout the novel is marked by her gradual awakening to the truth about her
marriage and herself.

Jonathan Sachs

Jonathan serves as the catalyst for much of the story's tension. His disappearance forces Grace to reevaluate
everything she thought she knew about him and their relationship. The revelations about Jonathan's
character challenge the reader's perception of him and raise questions about the roles of men and women in
relationships.

Supporting Characters

A cast of supporting characters enriches the narrative, including Grace's colleagues, friends, and family
members. Each character provides different perspectives on love, trust, and self-awareness, enhancing the
exploration of the central themes.

Reception and Adaptations

"You Should Have Known" received positive reviews from critics and readers alike, praised for its sharp
writing and psychological depth. The novel's exploration of modern relationships resonated with audiences,
leading to discussions about its themes and the motivations of its characters.

In 2020, the novel was adapted into an HBO limited series titled "The Undoing," starring Nicole Kidman as
Grace and Hugh Grant as Jonathan. The adaptation brought renewed attention to Korelitz’s work, as it
translated the gripping narrative into a visual medium, amplifying the suspense and emotional stakes of the
story.

Conclusion

Jean Hanff Korelitz's "You Should Have Known" is a thought-provoking exploration of the intricacies of
love, trust, and the human capacity for self-deception. Through the lens of Grace Reinhart Sachs, readers
are invited to confront their own assumptions about relationships and the often hidden truths that can shape
our lives. The novel's relevance continues to resonate, making it a significant contribution to contemporary
literature. Whether through the pages of the book or the screen adaptation, the story compels us to reflect
on the nature of our connections and the importance of truly knowing those we love.



In a world where appearances often mask deeper realities, Korelitz's narrative serves as a reminder that
understanding and communication are vital in navigating the complexities of human relationships.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'You Should Have Known' by Jean Hanff
Korelitz?
The main theme revolves around the complexities of relationships, the illusions we create, and the
consequences of ignoring red flags in our personal lives.

Who is the protagonist in 'You Should Have Known'?
The protagonist is Grace Sachs, a successful therapist whose life unravels after her husband goes missing
and secrets about their marriage come to light.

How does Grace's profession as a therapist influence the story?
Grace's insights as a therapist provide a unique perspective on her own life and relationships, often leading
her to question her judgments and the advice she gives to others.

What role does the setting play in 'You Should Have Known'?
The setting, primarily in New York City, serves to enhance the themes of social status, the pressures of
urban life, and the facade of perfection that many characters maintain.

Is 'You Should Have Known' a psychological thriller?
Yes, the novel incorporates elements of psychological thriller, as it delves into suspense and the unraveling
of secrets that keep readers engaged.

What are some critical responses to 'You Should Have Known'?
Critics have praised the novel for its sharp writing and engaging plot, though some have noted that the
pacing can be slow in parts.

Has 'You Should Have Known' been adapted into another medium?
Yes, the novel was adapted into the HBO series 'The Undoing', which stars Nicole Kidman and Hugh
Grant, exploring similar themes of deception and societal expectations.



What lessons can readers take away from 'You Should Have Known'?
Readers can learn about the importance of self-awareness, recognizing warning signs in relationships, and
the dangers of complacency in personal connections.
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Discover the twists and turns of Jean Hanff Korelitz's "You Should Have Known." Dive into the
themes and insights of this gripping novel. Learn more!
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