James Taylor You Can Close Your Eyes
Chords

YOU CAN CLOSE YOUR EYES
Transcribed By Ian Entwistle
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James Taylor You Can Close Your Eyes Chords are an essential part of the song
that has resonated with audiences since its release. This classic tune,
written and performed by James Taylor, is a beautiful reflection on love,
comfort, and the solace that can be found in relationships. In this article,
we will explore the song's background, its musical structure, the
significance of the chords, and tips for playing it effectively on guitar.
Whether you are a beginner or an experienced musician, understanding the

chords and their context can enhance your performance and appreciation of
this timeless piece.

Background of "You Can Close Your Eyes"

James Taylor wrote "You Can Close Your Eyes" for his 1971 album “Mud Slide
Slim and the Blue Horizon.” The song is characterized by its soft melodies
and introspective lyrics, which convey a sense of peace and reassurance.



History and Release

- Album Release: “Mud Slide Slim and the Blue Horizon” was released in 1971
and became one of Taylor's most successful albums.

- Songwriting: Taylor's songwriting style is often marked by personal
reflections and storytelling, and this song is no exception.

- Reception: The song received critical acclaim and has since become a staple
in Taylor's live performances.

Thematic Elements

The lyrics of "You Can Close Your Eyes" explore themes of love and trust. The
narrator offers comfort to a loved one, suggesting that they can find peace
in their relationship. Key themes include:

1. Reassurance: The narrator encourages the listener to let go of their
worries.

2. Intimacy: The connection between the narrator and the listener is intimate
and personal.

3. Comfort: The overall mood of the song is soothing and calming, making it a
favorite for many.

Musical Structure of the Song

Understanding the musical structure of "You Can Close Your Eyes" is essential
for performing it accurately. The song is primarily composed of simple chord
progressions that create its gentle vibe.

Chords Overview

The basic chords used in "You Can Close Your Eyes" are:

mo O o

m

These chords are played in a specific progression throughout the song, which
contributes to its overall feel.

Chord Progression Breakdown



The chord progression can be broken down into the following sections:

1. Verse Progression:
-G-D-C-0G
-G-D-C-0G

2. Chorus Progression:
C-G-D-2C
G-D-0G

This progression provides a smooth transition between the verses and the
chorus, maintaining the song's calming atmosphere.

Playing Techniques

To deliver the song effectively, it's important to focus on both strumming
patterns and fingerpicking techniques. Here are some tips to help you capture
the essence of the song.

Strumming Patterns

A gentle strumming pattern is crucial for maintaining the song's soothing
quality. Consider the following:

- Basic Pattern: Down, Down-Up, Up, Down-Up

- Variation: To add dynamics, you can incorporate pauses or emphasize certain
beats.

Fingerpicking Techniques

For those who prefer fingerpicking, this technique can enhance the song's
intimacy. Try the following pattern:

1. Use your thumb for the bass notes.

2. Use your index and middle fingers for the higher strings.
3. Play slowly at first, ensuring clarity in each note.

Tips for Mastering the Song

Here are some tips to help you master "You Can Close Your Eyes":

1. Listen to the Original: Familiarize yourself with James Taylor's version
to understand the nuances in his performance.



2. Practice Slowly: Start by playing the chords slowly to ensure you're
comfortable with the transitions.

3. Use a Metronome: This will help you maintain a steady tempo as you
practice.

4. Experiment with Dynamics: Play around with volume and intensity to convey
the song’s emotional depth.

5. Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your practice can help you
identify areas for improvement.

Conclusion

James Taylor You Can Close Your Eyes Chords are not just a technical aspect
of the song; they embody the emotions and themes that James Taylor
masterfully expresses through his music. The combination of simple yet
effective chords, along with heartfelt lyrics, creates a piece that resonates
deeply with listeners.

By understanding the song's background, musical structure, and playing
techniques, musicians can enhance their performances and connect more
profoundly with the audience. Whether you’re strumming along at a campfire,
performing at a local venue, or simply playing for yourself, "You Can Close
Your Eyes" is a timeless song that brings comfort and peace, making it a
valuable addition to any musician's repertoire.

As you practice the chords and immerse yourself in the song, remember to
embrace the emotions behind the music and let your interpretation shine.

Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main chords used in 'You Can Close Your
Eyes' by James Taylor?

The main chords used in 'You Can Close Your Eyes' are C, G, Am, and F.

Is 'You Can Close Your Eyes' suitable for beginner
guitar players?

Yes, 'You Can Close Your Eyes' is suitable for beginners as it uses simple
chords and a straightforward strumming pattern.

What is the key signature of 'You Can Close Your
Eyes'?

The song is primarily in the key of C major.



Are there any alternate chord voicings for 'You Can
Close Your Eyes'?

Yes, players can experiment with alternate voicings such as using barre
chords or adding 7th chords for a richer sound.

How does the strumming pattern go for 'You Can Close
Your Eyes'?

A common strumming pattern for this song is D-DU-UDU, where D is downstroke
and U is upstroke.

Can 'You Can Close Your Eyes' be played with a capo?

Yes, using a capo on the 3rd fret allows you to play the song in a higher key
while using the same chord shapes.

What are some tips for playing 'You Can Close Your
Eyes' smoothly?

Practice transitioning between chords slowly, maintain a steady rhythm, and
focus on the dynamics of your strumming.

Is there a specific time signature for 'You Can
Close Your Eyes'?

Yes, the song is in 4/4 time signature.

Where can I find a complete chord chart for 'You Can
Close Your Eyes'?

You can find complete chord charts on guitar tab websites or music sheet
platforms like Ultimate Guitar or MusicNotes.

What themes are explored in the lyrics of 'You Can
Close Your Eyes'?

The lyrics explore themes of love, comfort, and reassurance, creating a
soothing and reflective atmosphere.
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Discover the chords for "You Can Close Your Eyes" by James Taylor. Perfect your playing with our
easy-to-follow guide. Learn more and start strumming today!
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