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Jan Brett's Trouble with Trolls is a captivating children's book that has enchanted readers with
its delightful illustrations and engaging storyline. Jan Brett, an esteemed author and illustrator, has
a unique ability to weave intricate tales that resonate with young audiences. In "Trouble with Trolls,"
Brett takes readers on an adventurous journey filled with themes of bravery, friendship, and the
importance of kindness. This article explores the enchanting world of Jan Brett's "Trouble with
Trolls," discussing its plot, characters, illustrations, and the valuable lessons it imparts.

Plot Overview of Trouble with Trolls

The story begins with a little girl named Treva who embarks on a quest to deliver snacks to her
grandmother. As she makes her way through the snowy landscape, she encounters a group of trolls
who are determined to steal her snacks. The trolls are depicted as mischievous and somewhat
comical characters who create a series of challenges for Treva.

As Treva navigates these obstacles, she demonstrates courage and cleverness. The narrative is filled



with suspense as readers wonder how Treva will outsmart the trolls and safely reach her
grandmother. The story unfolds with engaging twists and turns, keeping young readers on the edge
of their seats.

Main Characters

- Treva: The protagonist of the story, Treva is a brave and resourceful girl who faces the trolls with
determination. Her character embodies the theme of resilience, showing that even the smallest
individuals can overcome great challenges.

- Trolls: The trolls in the story are not your typical scary creatures; instead, they are portrayed with
a humorous touch. Their antics provide comic relief while also serving as the main source of conflict
in the narrative. The trolls are characterized by their silly behaviors and their obsession with Treva’s
snacks.

- Grandmother: Although she does not play a direct role in the action, Treva's grandmother
symbolizes love and warmth, motivating Treva to complete her quest.

Illustrations that Bring the Story to Life

One of the standout features of Jan Brett's books, including "Trouble with Trolls," is her stunning
illustrations. Brett’s artwork is rich in detail, and each page is adorned with intricate borders that
often feature additional elements related to the storyline.

- Vibrant Colors: The use of bright and vivid colors captures the snowy landscape and the whimsical
nature of the trolls, making the visuals appealing to children.

- Expressive Characters: Brett’s ability to convey emotion through her illustrations allows readers to
connect with Treva and the trolls on a deeper level. The trolls’ expressions range from mischievous
to silly, creating a sense of fun throughout the book.

- Cultural Elements: The illustrations often include elements inspired by Scandinavian folklore,
adding depth and authenticity to the story. This cultural backdrop enriches the reading experience,
offering insights into different traditions.

Themes and Lessons in Trouble with Trolls

"Trouble with Trolls" is not just an entertaining story; it also imparts valuable life lessons to its
readers. Here are some of the key themes explored in the book:

e Courage and Bravery: Treva’s journey teaches children the importance of being brave in the
face of challenges. Her determination to stand up to the trolls serves as an inspiring example
for young readers.



¢ Problem-Solving Skills: Throughout the story, Treva uses her wit and creativity to outsmart
the trolls. This encourages children to think critically and find solutions to their problems.

e Friendship and Kindness: The interactions between Treva and the trolls highlight the
importance of kindness. Despite their mischievous nature, the trolls ultimately learn a lesson
about friendship.

e Family Bonds: Treva’s quest to deliver snacks to her grandmother emphasizes the
significance of family and the lengths one will go to for loved ones.

Activities to Enhance the Reading Experience

To maximize the enjoyment and learning experience of "Trouble with Trolls," here are some
engaging activities that parents and educators can incorporate:

1. Ilustration Exploration: Encourage children to create their own illustrations inspired by the
book. They can draw their version of Treva or design their own trolls, fostering creativity.

2. Role-Playing: Organize a storytelling session where children can act out the scenes from the
book. This activity encourages expression and helps reinforce the storyline.

3. Discuss Themes: After reading, have a discussion about the themes presented in the book.
Ask children how they would handle similar situations and what they learned from Treva’s
journey.

4. Cooking Together: Since the story revolves around snacks, why not prepare some fun treats
together? This activity can help children connect with the storyline while enjoying a delicious
reward.

Conclusion

Jan Brett's "Trouble with Trolls" is a masterful blend of captivating storytelling and stunning
illustrations that resonate with children and parents alike. The book not only entertains but also
educates, imparting essential life lessons about courage, kindness, and problem-solving. With its
engaging plot and memorable characters, "Trouble with Trolls" is a wonderful addition to any child's
bookshelf and a perfect choice for read-aloud sessions.

Whether it’s the charming illustrations, the whimsical tale of Treva and the trolls, or the valuable
lessons embedded within, this book remains a timeless favorite that will continue to delight
generations of readers. Encourage your child to embark on this adventurous journey and discover
the magic of Jan Brett's storytelling!



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Trouble with Trolls' by Jan Brett?

The main theme of 'Trouble with Trolls' is the importance of kindness, bravery, and the value of
friendship, as the protagonist navigates challenges posed by trolls.

Who is the main character in 'Trouble with Trolls'?

The main character is a young girl named Treva, who shows courage and resourcefulness in dealing
with the trolls she encounters.

What role do the trolls play in the story?

The trolls serve as both obstacles and comic relief in the story, providing a challenge for Treva while
also highlighting themes of misunderstanding and redemption.

How does Jan Brett's illustration style enhance the story?

Jan Brett's intricate and colorful illustrations bring the characters and the fantastical setting to life,
immersing readers in Treva's adventure and adding depth to the narrative.

What lesson does Treva learn throughout her journey?

Treva learns that facing her fears and showing compassion can help her overcome challenges,
ultimately leading to a resolution with the trolls.

What age group is "Trouble with Trolls' suitable for?

The book is suitable for children ages 4 to 8, making it an excellent choice for early readers and
storytime.

Are there any notable characters besides Treva in "Trouble
with Trolls'?

Yes, other notable characters include the trolls themselves, who each have unique personalities, and
Treva's loyal dog, who accompanies her on her adventure.

How does the story incorporate elements of folklore?

The story incorporates elements of folklore through its depiction of trolls, mythical creatures often
found in various cultural tales, and it uses these elements to explore themes of bravery and
understanding.

What makes 'Trouble with Trolls' a popular choice for
children's literature?

Its engaging story, relatable protagonist, vibrant illustrations, and meaningful lessons make 'Trouble
with Trolls' a beloved choice in children's literature.
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