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The Jeep Compass is a versatile compact SUV that has gained popularity for its blend of
style, functionality, and off-road capability. One critical component in the vehicle’s
electrical system is the relay box, which houses various relays and fuses that control
different functions. Understanding the Jeep Compass relay box diagram is essential for
troubleshooting electrical issues, performing maintenance, and modifying your vehicle.
This article will delve into the intricacies of the relay box, its components, and how to
interpret the diagram effectively.

Understanding the Relay Box

The relay box, also referred to as the fuse box, is a centralized unit that contains relays
and fuses to protect the vehicle’s electrical circuits. Each relay in the box is responsible



for powering different components of the Jeep Compass, such as the lights, wipers, fuel
pump, and more. The relay box is typically located in the engine compartment and
sometimes also has a secondary location inside the cabin.

Functions of the Relay Box

The primary functions of the relay box include:

1. Protection: Fuses prevent overloads and short circuits by breaking the circuit when the
current exceeds specified limits.
2. Control: Relays act as electronic switches that allow a low-power circuit to control a
high-power circuit.
3. Organization: The relay box organizes various electrical components into a single unit,
simplifying troubleshooting and repairs.

Components of the Relay Box

A typical relay box in a Jeep Compass consists of the following components:

- Relays: Electromechanical switches that control the flow of electricity to various
components.
- Fuses: Safety devices that protect electrical circuits from overloads.
- Labeling: Diagrams and labels indicating what each relay and fuse controls.
- Connection Points: Terminals for connecting wires to the relays and fuses.

Location of the Relay Box in the Jeep Compass

The Jeep Compass typically has two relay boxes:

1. Engine Compartment Relay Box: Located near the battery, this box contains relays and
fuses for engine-related components.
2. Cabin Relay Box: Found inside the vehicle, usually beneath the dashboard, this box
controls interior electrical components.

Identifying the Relay Box

To locate the relay boxes:

- Open the hood for the engine compartment relay box.
- Check beneath the dashboard on the driver’s side for the cabin relay box.

Refer to the owner’s manual for exact locations and diagrams specific to your Jeep
Compass model.



Interpreting the Jeep Compass Relay Box Diagram

Understanding the relay box diagram is crucial for effective troubleshooting. The diagram
typically includes:

- Relay and Fuse Layout: A visual representation of each relay and fuse position within the
box.
- Labeling: Each relay and fuse will have a number or letter corresponding to its function.
- Circuit Information: Details about which components are controlled by each relay.

Common Relay and Fuse Functions

Here are some common functions associated with relays and fuses in the Jeep Compass:

1. Headlight Relay: Controls the operation of the headlights.
2. Fuel Pump Relay: Powers the fuel pump to supply fuel to the engine.
3. Wiper Relay: Operates the windshield wipers.
4. Horn Relay: Activates the horn.
5. AC Compressor Relay: Controls the air conditioning system.
6. Starter Relay: Engages the starter motor.

How to Access and Replace Relays and Fuses

If you experience electrical issues, accessing and replacing relays or fuses is often
necessary. Here are the steps to follow:

Accessing the Relay Box

1. Open the Hood or Door: Depending on the relay box you need to access.
2. Remove the Cover: Gently pull off the relay box cover. Some may have clips or screws.
3. Inspect the Diagram: Refer to the diagram on the cover or in the owner’s manual for the
layout.

Replacing a Relay or Fuse

1. Identify the Faulty Component: Use the diagram to determine which relay or fuse
controls the malfunctioning part.
2. Remove the Faulty Relay/Fuse: Pull it straight out using your fingers or a fuse puller.
3. Install the New Relay/Fuse: Push the new component firmly into place.
4. Test the System: Turn on the vehicle and test the component to ensure it works
correctly.



Troubleshooting Common Electrical Issues

When electrical components fail, it can often be traced back to the relay box. Here are
common issues and troubleshooting steps:

Headlights Not Working

- Check the Headlight Relay: Inspect and replace if faulty.
- Examine Fuses: Ensure the headlight fuses are intact.

Engine Won't Start

- Fuel Pump Relay: Check if the relay is functioning properly.
- Starter Relay: Look for signs of wear or damage.

Wipers Not Functioning

- Wiper Relay: Test the relay and replace if needed.
- Fuse Inspection: Confirm that the fuse for the wipers is intact.

Tips for Maintaining the Relay Box

To ensure the longevity and efficiency of the relay box, consider the following
maintenance tips:

1. Regular Inspections: Periodically check the relay box for corrosion or loose connections.
2. Cleanliness: Keep the area around the relay box clean to prevent dirt and debris
accumulation.
3. Use Quality Components: Always replace fuses and relays with high-quality parts that
meet OEM specifications.
4. Refer to the Owner's Manual: Familiarize yourself with the layout and functions of the
relays and fuses specific to your model.

Conclusion

The Jeep Compass relay box diagram is a vital tool for understanding the vehicle's
electrical system. Familiarity with the relay box's location, components, and functions can
aid in troubleshooting and maintaining your vehicle effectively. Whether you are replacing
a faulty relay or simply trying to understand how your vehicle operates, mastering the
relay box is essential for any Jeep Compass owner. With proper care and knowledge, you



can ensure that your Jeep Compass continues to perform at its best, no matter where your
adventures take you.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a relay box in a Jeep Compass?
The relay box in a Jeep Compass houses various relays and fuses that control electrical
functions in the vehicle, such as lights, engine management, and other critical systems.

Where can I find the relay box diagram for my Jeep
Compass?
The relay box diagram for a Jeep Compass can typically be found in the owner's manual,
on a sticker inside the relay box cover, or through official Jeep service manuals.

What are the common issues related to the relay box in
a Jeep Compass?
Common issues include electrical failures, blown fuses, and malfunctioning relays, which
can lead to problems with starting the vehicle, lighting, or other electrical components.

How do I troubleshoot relay issues in my Jeep Compass?
To troubleshoot relay issues, check the fuses for any blown components, test the relays
with a multimeter, and replace any faulty relays as indicated by the relay box diagram.

Can I replace a relay in the Jeep Compass myself?
Yes, replacing a relay in a Jeep Compass is generally straightforward; you can remove the
old relay from the box and insert a new one, following the relay box diagram for proper
placement.

What tools do I need to access the relay box in a Jeep
Compass?
You typically need basic hand tools like a screwdriver and possibly pliers to remove any
panels or covers protecting the relay box in your Jeep Compass.

Why is the relay box diagram important for Jeep
Compass owners?
The relay box diagram is important because it helps owners identify the specific functions
of each relay and fuse, making it easier to diagnose electrical issues and perform repairs.
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Unlock the secrets of your Jeep Compass with our detailed relay box diagram. Discover how to
troubleshoot issues and enhance your vehicle's performance. Learn more!
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