
John 20 Bible Study Questions

John 20 Bible study questions are essential for anyone looking to deepen their
understanding of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and its significance in Christian faith.
This chapter of the Gospel of John presents profound themes of hope, doubt, and the
transformative power of faith. Engaging with this text through thoughtful questions can
lead to rich discussions and insights, whether in a personal study or a group setting. In
this article, we will explore a variety of questions that can guide your Bible study of John
20, helping you to uncover the deeper meanings behind the resurrection narrative.

Overview of John 20

John 20 is a pivotal chapter in the New Testament, detailing the events following the
resurrection of Jesus. The chapter begins with Mary Magdalene discovering the empty
tomb and culminates with Jesus appearing to His disciples. Key themes include:

- The discovery of the empty tomb
- Mary's encounter with the risen Christ
- The commission of the disciples
- The significance of believing without seeing

Understanding these themes can enhance your study and spark meaningful conversations.



Key Themes for Study

Before diving into specific questions, it's helpful to outline the key themes that emerge in
John 20:

The Resurrection
The resurrection is central to Christian belief and is a source of hope and assurance for
believers.

Faith and Doubt
The chapter illustrates the tension between faith and doubt, particularly through Thomas’s
experience.

Commissioning of the Disciples
Jesus empowers His followers to continue His mission, which speaks to the call of every
believer.

Bible Study Questions for John 20

To facilitate a deeper understanding of John 20, here are several thought-provoking
questions organized by themes.

Questions about the Resurrection
1. What emotions do you think Mary Magdalene felt when she discovered the empty tomb?
- Consider her initial reaction and how it reflects the feelings of loss and confusion.

2. How does the account of the resurrection in John 20 compare to other Gospel accounts?
- Explore the differences and similarities in the narratives.

3. What does the resurrection of Jesus signify for believers today?
- Discuss the implications of the resurrection on faith and eternal life.

4. Why is it significant that Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene?
- Reflect on the cultural and societal implications of this moment.

Questions about Faith and Doubt
1. How does Thomas's doubt serve as a reflection of our own doubts in faith?
- Analyze the importance of questioning and seeking evidence in faith.



2. What does Jesus's response to Thomas reveal about His character?
- Discuss the themes of grace and understanding in Jesus’s reply.

3. In what ways can doubt lead to a stronger faith?
- Reflect on personal experiences or biblical examples where doubt transformed into
belief.

4. How do you interpret Jesus’s statement, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed”?
- Consider the implications for modern believers and the concept of faith.

Questions about the Commissioning of the Disciples
1. What does Jesus mean when He breathes on the disciples and says, “Receive the Holy
Spirit”?
- Explore the significance of this moment for the early church and its connection to
Pentecost.

2. How does the commissioning of the disciples in John 20 relate to the Great Commission
found in Matthew 28?
- Discuss the continuity of Jesus's mission across the Gospels.

3. What responsibilities come with being commissioned as a follower of Christ?
- Reflect on the calling of Christians to spread the Gospel.

4. In what ways can we fulfill the mission that Jesus gave to His disciples today?
- Brainstorm practical applications for living out the Great Commission in contemporary
life.

Questions about Personal Reflection and Application
1. How has the message of the resurrection impacted your personal faith journey?
- Encourage participants to share personal testimonies.

2. What doubts do you struggle with in your faith, and how can this chapter help you
address them?
- Create a safe space for sharing challenges and support.

3. How can we encourage others in our community who may be struggling with doubt or
disbelief?
- Discuss outreach ideas and ways to support fellow believers and seekers.

4. What role does prayer play in strengthening your faith, especially during times of
doubt?
- Encourage the importance of maintaining a prayer life.



Conclusion

Engaging with John 20 Bible study questions allows you to delve deeper into the pivotal
moments of Jesus's resurrection and the profound implications it carries for believers. By
reflecting on these questions, you can foster a deeper understanding of your faith,
encourage dialogue within your community, and ultimately grow in your relationship with
Christ. Whether in a study group or personal reflection, these questions aim to challenge
and inspire, leading to a more enriched spiritual life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Mary Magdalene's encounter
with the risen Jesus in John 20?
Mary Magdalene's encounter highlights the importance of women in the resurrection
narrative and emphasizes the personal nature of Jesus' resurrection. Her role as the first
witness illustrates the transformative power of faith and the call to share the good news.

How does John 20 contribute to the understanding of
Jesus' resurrection compared to other Gospel accounts?
John 20 provides unique details, such as the interaction between Mary Magdalene and
Jesus, the emphasis on the physicality of Jesus' resurrection, and the commissioning of the
disciples. It complements the other Gospels by focusing on personal encounters and the
theological implications of the resurrection.

What does Jesus mean when he says 'Peace be with you'
in John 20:19?
When Jesus says 'Peace be with you,' he offers reassurance and comfort to his fearful
disciples. This greeting signifies the restoration of their relationship with him and the
peace that comes from recognizing his victory over death.

Why does Jesus breathe on the disciples and say,
'Receive the Holy Spirit' in John 20:22?
Jesus breathing on the disciples symbolizes the impartation of the Holy Spirit, signifying
empowerment for their future mission. This moment foreshadows the larger outpouring of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and marks the beginning of their ministry.

What does the story of 'doubting Thomas' in John 20
teach about faith?
The story of Thomas illustrates the struggle with doubt and the desire for tangible proof.
Jesus' invitation for Thomas to touch his wounds demonstrates grace and understanding,
emphasizing that faith can grow from doubt and that belief in Jesus does not require



physical evidence.

How does John 20 address the theme of belief versus
unbelief?
John 20 contrasts belief and unbelief through the reactions of the disciples and Thomas.
The emphasis on seeing and believing highlights the journey of faith, showing that while
physical evidence may inspire belief, true faith ultimately rests on personal encounters
with the risen Christ.

What is the role of the empty tomb in John 20 and its
theological implications?
The empty tomb serves as a powerful symbol of Jesus' victory over death and sin. Its
discovery initiates the resurrection narrative and signifies hope and new beginnings for
believers. Theologically, it affirms the promise of eternal life and the transformative
nature of faith in Christ.
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Explore thought-provoking John 20 Bible study questions to deepen your understanding of the
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