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Is Tithing Under the Law or Grace?

Tithing is a practice that has sparked extensive debate among Christians regarding its relevance and
applicability in the modern world. Some view it as a commandment rooted in the Old Testament law,
while others argue that it falls under the grace of the New Testament. This article seeks to explore
the theological implications of tithing, examining its origins, scriptural references, and how it is
perceived within the frameworks of law and grace.

Understanding Tithing: Definition and Historical
Context

Tithing refers to the practice of giving one-tenth of one’s income or produce to support religious
institutions and clergy. The concept of tithing is deeply embedded in biblical history, with its roots
tracing back to ancient Israel. The Hebrew word "ma'aser," meaning "tenth," indicates the
significance of this practice within the Jewish community.



Historical Origins of Tithing

1. Old Testament Foundations:

- The practice of tithing is first mentioned in Genesis 14:20, where Abraham gives a tenth of his
spoils to Melchizedek, King of Salem.

- In Leviticus 27:30-32, the Israelites are instructed to set aside a tithe of their produce and livestock
for the Lord, which was to be given to the Levites who served in the temple.

2. Tithing in the Mosaic Law:

- Tithing was codified in the Mosaic Law (Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy). It was a legal
obligation for the Israelites, encompassing not only monetary contributions but also agricultural
produce.

- The Israelites were expected to give not just one tithe, but multiple tithes, which included the
Levitical tithe and another tithe for the poor.

Tithing in the New Testament

With the advent of the New Testament and the teachings of Jesus, the perception of tithing began to
evolve. The New Testament does not explicitly command tithing; instead, it emphasizes principles of
generosity and giving.

Key New Testament References

1. Jesus' Teachings:

- In Matthew 23:23, Jesus rebukes the Pharisees for their legalistic approach to tithing, stating,
"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your
spices—mint, dill, and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the
law—justice, mercy, and faithfulness."

- This emphasizes that while tithing is important, it should not overshadow the more significant
moral obligations.

2. The Early Church:

- The Acts of the Apostles presents a different model of giving. Believers were characterized by their
generosity, selling possessions and distributing to anyone in need (Acts 2:44-45; Acts 4:32-35).

- Paul’s letters focus on giving as an expression of love and gratitude rather than a legalistic
obligation. For instance, 2 Corinthians 9:7 states, "Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."

Law vs. Grace: Theological Implications of Tithing

The debate about whether tithing is under the law or grace hinges on how one interprets biblical
texts and the nature of the covenant under which Christians live.



Tithing Under the Law

1. Legalistic Perspective:

- Those who argue that tithing is under the law contend that the Old Testament commands are still
binding on believers today.

- They assert that the principle of giving a tenth can be traced back to God’s original
commandments, thus making it a timeless obligation.

2. Consequences of Non-compliance:
- Supporters of this view often cite Malachi 3:10, which states that failing to bring the full tithe
results in a curse. This emphasizes the importance of tithing as a requirement under the law.

Tithing Under Grace

1. Grace-Filled Giving:

- In contrast, many believe that Christians are not bound to the law of tithing but rather called to
give generously as an expression of their faith.

- Proponents of this view emphasize that salvation through Christ frees believers from the legalistic
obligations of the Old Testament.

2. Principles of Generosity:

- New Testament teachings encourage believers to give according to their means and to do so
cheerfully, without being constrained by a fixed percentage. This approach aligns with the grace-
filled nature of the New Covenant.

Practical Applications of Tithing Today

Regardless of one’s theological stance on tithing, it is essential to consider how this practice applies
to contemporary believers.

Guidelines for Modern Giving

1. Evaluate Personal Finances:
- Assess income and expenses to determine a reasonable and generous giving plan that reflects your
financial situation.

2. Consider Spiritual Growth:
- Engage in prayerful consideration of how much to give and seek God’s guidance in your decisions.

3. Support Local Ministries:
- Whether tithing or giving generously, prioritize contributions to local churches and ministries that

align with your values and mission.

4. Practice Generosity Beyond Tithing:



- Embrace opportunities for spontaneous giving, supporting those in need and contributing to
community projects.

Conclusion

The question of whether tithing is under the law or grace remains a topic of theological debate.
While the Old Testament law prescribed a strict framework for giving, the New Testament calls for a
more generous and personal approach based on grace. Ultimately, the decision to tithe or give
beyond a specific percentage should be guided by individual conviction, the principles of generosity,
and a desire to honor God with one’s resources. Whether one views tithing as a legal obligation or a
graceful response to God’s goodness, the heart behind the giving is what truly matters in the
Christian life.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is tithing a requirement for Christians under the New
Testament?

Tithing is not explicitly mandated in the New Testament, as the emphasis shifts from legalistic
requirements to voluntary giving motivated by grace and generosity.

How does the concept of grace influence the practice of
tithing?

Under grace, giving is seen as a response to God's love and provision rather than a legal obligation,
encouraging believers to give joyfully and sacrificially according to their means.

What does the Bible say about giving in the context of grace
versus law?

The Bible encourages believers to give freely and generously, as seen in 2 Corinthians 9:7, which
emphasizes that God loves a cheerful giver, highlighting grace over legalistic tithing.

Can tithing be considered a principle of stewardship rather
than a law?

Yes, many view tithing as a principle of stewardship, reflecting a believer's commitment to support
the church and its mission, rather than strictly adhering to Old Testament law.

What are the arguments for and against tithing as a New
Testament practice?

Arguments for tithing as a New Testament practice include its roots in biblical tradition and its role
in supporting the church, while arguments against it focus on the New Testament's call for
voluntary, grace-driven giving without fixed percentages.
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