
Jazz Chord Progressions For Guitar

Jazz chord progressions for guitar are essential tools for any guitarist
looking to delve into the rich and complex world of jazz music. Unlike many
other genres, jazz is characterized by its intricate harmonic structures,
unique chord voicings, and rhythmic complexity. Understanding jazz chord
progressions not only helps you to play jazz standards but also enhances your
improvisational skills and musical creativity. In this article, we will
explore the basics of jazz chord progressions, common types, and how to play
them on the guitar.

Understanding Jazz Chord Progressions

Jazz chord progressions are sequences of chords that create the harmonic
foundation for a piece of music. While they may seem complex, they often
follow certain patterns and formulas that can be recognized and learned. Here
are some key concepts to keep in mind:

Chord Types and Extensions

1. Major Chords: Basic triads that consist of the root, major third, and
perfect fifth.
2. Minor Chords: Triads formed using the root, minor third, and perfect
fifth.
3. Seventh Chords: Adding a seventh note to the basic triads creates a richer
sound. Major seventh (M7), minor seventh (m7), and dominant seventh (7) are
the most common types.
4. Extended Chords: These include ninths, elevenths, and thirteenths, which
add more color and complexity to the harmony.



5. Altered Chords: Chords that include altered tones, such as flat ninths or
sharp elevenths, which add tension and interest.

Common Jazz Chord Progressions

Jazz has several well-known chord progressions that serve as a foundation for
many songs. Here are a few of the most important ones:

1. ii-V-I Progression: This is the cornerstone of jazz harmony.
- Example in C Major: Dm7 (ii) - G7 (V) - Cmaj7 (I)
2. I-vi-ii-V: A common turnaround progression.
- Example in C Major: Cmaj7 (I) - Am7 (vi) - Dm7 (ii) - G7 (V)
3. I-ii-V-I: A variation of the ii-V-I progression that adds the I chord at
both the beginning and end.
- Example in C Major: Cmaj7 (I) - Dm7 (ii) - G7 (V) - Cmaj7 (I)
4. 12-Bar Blues: A classic structure in jazz and blues.
- Example in C: C7 (I) - F7 (IV) - G7 (V)
5. Circle of Fifths Progression: Moving through the circle of fifths creates
a strong sense of movement.
- Example: Cmaj7 - Fmaj7 - Bm7b5 - E7 - Am7

How to Play Jazz Chord Progressions on Guitar

Learning to play jazz chord progressions on the guitar requires practice and
familiarity with various chord shapes. Here are some tips to help you along
the way:

Chord Shapes and Voicings

Jazz guitarists often use different voicings to achieve a more sophisticated
sound. Here are a few common voicings for jazz chords:

- Root Position: The simplest form of the chord with the root note as the
lowest note.
- Drop 2 Voicings: Take a closed position chord and drop the second highest
note down an octave.
- Shell Voicings: Use just the root, third, and seventh of the chord, which
provides the essential harmonic information without unnecessary complexity.

Practice Techniques

To effectively learn jazz chord progressions, consider the following practice
techniques:



1. Chord Switching: Practice switching between different chord progressions
smoothly. Start slowly and gradually increase your speed.
2. Metronome Practice: Use a metronome to help you maintain a consistent
rhythm. Start with slow tempos and work your way up.
3. Comping: Practice comping (accompanying) by playing chords in a rhythmic
pattern while listening to jazz recordings to get a feel for the style.

Incorporating Improvisation

Once you feel comfortable playing chord progressions, try incorporating
improvisation. Here are some strategies:

- Scale Practice: Familiarize yourself with the related scales for each
chord. For example, use the Dorian scale over a minor chord and the
Mixolydian scale over a dominant chord.
- Arpeggios: Practice playing arpeggios of the chords in the progression.
This will help you outline the harmony in your solos.
- Call and Response: Listen to a phrase or lick and try to replicate it. This
is a great way to develop your ear and improvisational skills.

Jazz Standards to Practice

To solidify your understanding of jazz chord progressions, it’s beneficial to
practice with actual songs. Here are a few jazz standards you can work on:

1. Autumn Leaves: Features a beautiful ii-V-I progression.
2. Blue Bossa: A bossa nova tune that incorporates common jazz progressions.
3. All the Things You Are: Known for its complex chord changes and beautiful
melodies.
4. Take the 'A' Train: A classic that features a series of ii-V-I
progressions.

Conclusion

In summary, jazz chord progressions for guitar are an essential aspect of
mastering jazz music. By understanding the various types of chords and their
voicings, practicing common progressions, and integrating improvisation, you
can develop a solid foundation in jazz guitar playing. As you explore the
world of jazz, remember to listen to recordings, play along with other
musicians, and, most importantly, enjoy the process of learning and creating
music. Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced guitarist, there’s always
something new to discover in the rich tapestry of jazz harmony.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common jazz chord progressions for
guitar beginners?
Common jazz chord progressions for beginners include the ii-V-I progression,
which consists of the chords Dm7-G7-Cmaj7 in the key of C, and the I-vi-ii-V
progression, which in C would be Cmaj7-Am7-Dm7-G7.

How can I incorporate altered chords into my jazz
progressions on guitar?
You can incorporate altered chords by using dominant seventh chords with
alterations, such as G75 or G7b9, in your progressions. For example, try a
progression like ii-V-I with altered V chords, such as Dm7-G75-Cmaj7.

What is the role of extended chords in jazz guitar
progressions?
Extended chords, such as 9th, 11th, and 13th chords, add color and complexity
to jazz progressions. They can replace basic triads or seventh chords to
create a richer harmonic texture, like using Cmaj9 instead of Cmaj7.

How can I practice jazz chord progressions
effectively on guitar?
To practice jazz chord progressions effectively, try using a metronome to
keep time, practice changing between chords smoothly, and play along with
backing tracks or a looper to build your improvisation skills within those
progressions.

What are some advanced jazz chord progressions to
learn for guitar?
Advanced jazz chord progressions include the cycle of fifths (e.g., Cmaj7,
Am7, Dm7, G7) and the minor ii-V-i progression (e.g., Dm7b5-G7-Cm7). Learning
these will help you navigate more complex harmonic structures in jazz.
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Unlock the secrets of jazz chord progressions for guitar! Explore unique techniques and elevate your
playing. Discover how to enhance your sound today!
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