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Robert Louis Stevenson's novella "Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde" has
captivated readers since its publication in 1886. This study guide aims to
provide an in-depth examination of the text, exploring its themes,
characters, and symbols, while also offering analysis and discussion
questions. Whether you are a student preparing for an exam or a reader
wanting to delve deeper into the complexities of the story, this guide serves
as a comprehensive resource.

Overview of the Novella

"Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde" is a gothic novella that delves into
the duality of human nature. The story centers around Dr. Henry Jekyll, a
respected scientist, and his sinister counterpart, Mr. Edward Hyde. The
narrative unfolds through the perspective of Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, a
lawyer and friend of Jekyll, who investigates the strange occurrences
surrounding Hyde's actions. The novella raises profound questions about



identity, morality, and the struggle between good and evil.

Plot Summary

The plot can be summarized in several key events:

1. Introduction of Mr. Hyde: The story begins with Mr. Utterson and his
friend Mr. Enfield discussing a mysterious figure named Mr. Hyde, who has
been linked to a violent incident involving a young girl.
2. Utterson’s Investigation: Utterson discovers that Hyde is the sole
beneficiary of Dr. Jekyll's will, which stipulates that in the event of
Jekyll's disappearance, all his possessions should go to Hyde.
3. The Transformation: As the narrative progresses, Jekyll's experiments with
a potion allow him to transform into Hyde, revealing the darker side of his
personality.
4. The Murder of Carew: Hyde’s violent tendencies culminate in the murder of
Sir Danvers Carew, further entangling Jekyll in a web of guilt and fear.
5. Jekyll’s Confession: The novella reaches its climax when Jekyll reveals
his dual existence through a letter, explaining how he became Hyde and the
internal battle he faces.
6. The Final Transformation: In the end, Jekyll loses control over his
transformations, leading to tragic consequences.

Themes

Several prominent themes permeate Stevenson's work, each contributing to the
novella's enduring significance.

Duality of Human Nature

- The central theme of the novella is the dual nature of humanity. Stevenson
explores the idea that every individual possesses both good and evil
tendencies.
- Jekyll represents the civilized, socially acceptable persona, while Hyde
embodies the primal, unrestrained instincts that lurk beneath the surface.
- The struggle between these two aspects reflects the broader human
experience, highlighting the conflicts within each person.

Repression and Freedom

- The Victorian era was characterized by strict moral codes and societal
expectations, which often forced individuals to repress their desires.
- Jekyll's transformation into Hyde symbolizes the liberation of those



repressed urges, albeit with horrifying consequences.
- The novella suggests that unchecked freedom can lead to moral decay and
violence.

Identity and Reputation

- Identity plays a crucial role in the story, as Jekyll's ability to separate
his two selves leads to a crisis of identity.
- Utterson, as a lawyer, is deeply concerned with reputation. His quest to
uncover the truth reflects society's fascination with appearances and the
fear of scandal.
- The novella raises questions about the authenticity of identity when one
can hide behind different personas.

Characters

Understanding the characters is essential to grasping the nuances of the
novella.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

- A well-respected scientist and doctor, Jekyll embodies the ideals of
Victorian society.
- He is driven by a desire to explore the duality of human nature, ultimately
leading to his downfall.
- Jekyll's internal conflict illustrates the struggle between societal
expectations and personal desires.

Mr. Edward Hyde

- Hyde is Jekyll's darker half, representing the unrestrained, animalistic
side of humanity.
- He is characterized by his malevolence and lack of empathy, and his actions
evoke fear and revulsion.
- Hyde's existence forces Jekyll to confront the reality of his own nature.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

- Utterson serves as the novella's moral compass and primary investigator of
the mystery.
- His loyalty to Jekyll drives him to uncover the truth, reflecting the



values of friendship and duty.
- Utterson's character embodies the rational, restrained aspects of Victorian
society.

Minor Characters

- Mr. Enfield: A distant cousin of Utterson, Enfield serves as the catalyst
for the story's exploration of Hyde.
- Dr. Hastie Lanyon: A former friend of Jekyll who represents the scientific
rationality of the time. His shock at Jekyll's experiments highlights the
novella's conflict between science and morality.
- Poole: Jekyll’s butler, who becomes aware of the transformations and adds
depth to the narrative.

Symbols

Stevenson's novella is rich with symbolism that enhances its themes and
messages.

The Door

- The door to Jekyll's laboratory symbolizes the boundary between the
civilized world and the primal instincts represented by Hyde.
- It serves as a physical barrier that separates Jekyll's respectable life
from his hidden experiments and darker self.

The Potion

- The potion represents the scientific attempt to manipulate human nature and
the consequences of playing God.
- It symbolizes both the potential for transformation and the dangers of
losing control over one's identity.

The City of London

- The setting of London reflects the duality of the characters. The
respectable parts of the city contrast sharply with the darker, more sinister
areas where Hyde operates.
- The city serves as a metaphor for the duality present in society itself.



Discussion Questions

Engaging with the text through discussion questions can deepen understanding
and provoke critical thinking.

1. What does the character of Mr. Hyde reveal about the nature of evil in
humanity?
2. How does Stevenson's portrayal of the Victorian era influence the themes
of the novella?
3. In what ways does the relationship between Jekyll and Hyde serve as a
commentary on addiction and self-control?
4. How does Utterson’s character development reflect the novella's
exploration of friendship and loyalty?
5. What role does fear play in the story, both in terms of character
motivation and societal norms?

Conclusion

"Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde" continues to resonate with readers
due to its exploration of the complexities of human nature. By examining its
themes, characters, and symbols, we gain insight into the struggles that
define our existence. This study guide serves as a resource for further
exploration of the novella, encouraging readers to reflect on their own
dualities and the darker aspects of human nature. As we engage with this
timeless tale, we are reminded that the battle between good and evil is not
just a story, but a fundamental aspect of the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Jekyll and Hyde'?
The primary theme of 'Jekyll and Hyde' is the duality of human nature,
exploring the conflict between good and evil within individuals.

Who are the main characters in 'Jekyll and Hyde'?
The main characters are Dr. Henry Jekyll, a well-respected scientist, and Mr.
Edward Hyde, his malevolent alter ego.

What does Dr. Jekyll's transformation into Hyde
symbolize?
Dr. Jekyll's transformation into Hyde symbolizes the struggle between
societal expectations and the darker impulses of human nature.



How does the setting influence the story in 'Jekyll
and Hyde'?
The setting of Victorian London, with its strict moral codes and contrasting
environments, enhances the themes of repression and the duality of man.

What role does the character Mr. Utterson play in
the novel?
Mr. Utterson is the lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll, serving as the moral
compass and investigator of the mysteries surrounding Jekyll and Hyde.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Jekyll and
Hyde'?
Prominent literary devices include symbolism, foreshadowing, and the use of
duality to illustrate the conflict within characters.

How does Stevenson use the character of Hyde to
critique society?
Stevenson uses Hyde to critique Victorian society's repression of natural
instincts and the consequences of denying one's darker self.

What is the significance of the potion in the story?
The potion represents the scientific attempts to control and separate the
dual aspects of Jekyll's personality, ultimately leading to his downfall.

How does the narrative structure affect the readers'
understanding of the plot?
The narrative structure, with its multiple perspectives and gradual
revelations, creates suspense and deepens the mystery of Jekyll's
transformations.

What is the impact of 'Jekyll and Hyde' on modern
literature and culture?
The impact of 'Jekyll and Hyde' on modern literature and culture includes the
popularization of the concept of the 'split personality' and its influence on
various adaptations in film and theater.
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Hexo 会取代 Jekyll 吗？ - 知乎
Hexo和Jekyll各有各的优点，Hexo基于NodeJS，可定制性高，而Jekyll性能也略低于Hexo（然鹅并没什么区别）。 Hexo牺牲的是性能（文章多了生成
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