
James Agee Let Us Now Praise Famous Men

James Agee's "Let Us Now Praise Famous Men" is a landmark work that combines journalism,
photography, and literary narrative to capture the life of impoverished sharecroppers in the American
South during the Great Depression. Published in 1941, this profound and poignant book offers an
intimate look at the lives of three families in Alabama, showcasing the struggles, dignity, and
resilience of individuals living in dire poverty. Agee's work stands out not only for its content but also
for its innovative style, which has influenced countless writers and photographers.



The Historical Context of "Let Us Now Praise Famous
Men"

To fully appreciate James Agee's "Let Us Now Praise Famous Men," it's essential to understand the
historical context in which it was written. The book was born from a collaboration between Agee and
photographer Walker Evans, who documented the lives of impoverished tenant farmers during the
summer of 1936. At that time, the United States was grappling with the effects of the Great
Depression, which left millions of Americans struggling to survive.

The Great Depression and Its Impact

The Great Depression began with the stock market crash of 1929 and continued throughout the
1930s, leading to widespread unemployment and poverty. In the rural South, many families were
reliant on sharecropping—a system where farmers would work land owned by someone else in
exchange for a share of the crops. This system often trapped them in cycles of debt and poverty.

Key aspects of the Great Depression's impact include:

Mass unemployment: Millions of Americans lost their jobs, leading to widespread economic
instability.

Rural poverty: The agricultural sector was hit hard, with many farmers unable to make a living.

Migration: Many families left their homes in search of better opportunities, leading to significant
demographic changes.


