
Jane Jacobs The Economy Of Cities

Jane Jacobs and the Economy of Cities is a pivotal work that reshaped urban planning and economic
theory in the mid-20th century. Published in 1969, this influential book by urban activist and author
Jane Jacobs challenges the conventional wisdom of city planning and presents a compelling
argument for the importance of the urban environment in fostering economic development. Jacobs'
insights remain relevant today, as cities continue to grapple with issues of growth, sustainability,
and social equity.

The Context of Urban Planning in the 1960s

In the 1960s, urban planning was dominated by top-down approaches that emphasized large-scale
projects and zoning regulations. City planners often viewed cities as machines that needed to be
engineered for efficiency, leading to the demolition of neighborhoods, the construction of highways,
and the segregation of residential and commercial areas.

Jacobs emerged as a critic of this model, advocating for a more organic understanding of urban life.
Her observations were rooted in her experiences in New York City, where she lived in the Greenwich
Village neighborhood. She emphasized that cities are alive and dynamic systems driven by the
activities of their inhabitants.


