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Joe Satriani Surfing with the Alien is not just an iconic album; it is a
landmark in the world of instrumental rock music. Released in 1987, this
groundbreaking record catapulted Satriani into the spotlight and established
him as one of the premier guitarists of his time. With its unique blend of
soaring melodies, intricate solos, and innovative techniques, "Surfing with
the Alien" has left an indelible mark on the music industry and continues to
inspire guitarists and music lovers around the globe. In this article, we
will explore the creation, themes, and lasting impact of this legendary
album, as well as its place in Joe Satriani’s impressive discography.

The Genesis of "Surfing with the Alien"

The story of "Surfing with the Alien" begins with Joe Satriani's early life
and musical development. Born on July 15, 1956, in Westbury, New York,
Satriani fell in love with the guitar at a young age. He was influenced by
rock legends such as Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, and Jimmy Page. By the time
he reached his teenage years, Satriani was already honing his skills and
developing a unique style.

In the early 1980s, Satriani began teaching guitar, and some of his students
would go on to become notable musicians themselves, including Steve Vai and
Kirk Hammett of Metallica. His teaching experience not only solidified his



understanding of the instrument but also helped him refine his own technique.

The recording of "Surfing with the Alien" took place at Fantasy Studios in
Berkeley, California, and involved a collaboration with producer John
Cuniberti. This partnership played a crucial role in shaping the album's
sound, as Cuniberti introduced innovative recording techniques that allowed
Satriani's guitar work to shine.

The Musical Landscape of "Surfing with the
Alien"

"Surfing with the Alien" is characterized by its diverse musical styles and
technical proficiency. The album features a blend of rock, blues, and
progressive elements, showcasing Satriani's virtuosic guitar playing and
compositional skills.

Key Tracks and Their Significance

Here are some of the standout tracks from the album that exemplify its
brilliance:

1. "Surfing with the Alien": The title track serves as a perfect introduction
to Satriani's sound, combining catchy melodies with fast-paced riffs and
intricate solos that showcase his technical prowess.

2. "Satch Boogie": This energetic track features a mix of rock and jazz
influences, with a memorable main riff and impressive guitar work that has
become a signature piece in Satriani's live performances.

3. "Always with Me, Always with You": A beautiful ballad, this track
highlights Satriani's ability to create emotional melodies. Its lyrical
guitar lines and heartfelt playing resonate deeply with listeners.

4. "Crushing Day": This song showcases Satriani's ability to blend heavy
riffs with melodic phrases, creating a dynamic contrast that keeps the
listener engaged.

5. "Midnight": A more atmospheric piece, "Midnight" highlights Satriani's use
of effects and layering to create a rich soundscape that transports the
listener.

Innovative Techniques

Satriani's guitar work on "Surfing with the Alien" is marked by several
innovative techniques that have influenced countless musicians. Some notable
aspects include:

- Legato Playing: Satriani employs legato techniques, allowing notes to flow
smoothly into one another, creating a fluid sound that is characteristic of

his style.

- Tapping: The use of two-handed tapping adds complexity to his solos and has



become a hallmark of his playing style.

— Whammy Bar Techniques: Satriani's creative use of the whammy bar allows for
expressive pitch bends and unique sound effects, enhancing the emotional
impact of his music.

Thematic Elements of "Surfing with the Alien"

Beyond the technical prowess, "Surfing with the Alien"™ is rich with thematic
elements that resonate with listeners. The album's cover art, featuring a
surfing alien, suggests a playful yet otherworldly exploration of sound. This
theme is reflected in the music, as Satriani takes listeners on a journey
through various sonic landscapes.

Exploration and Adventure

The concept of surfing serves as a metaphor for exploration and adventure.
Each track represents a different wave of sound, inviting listeners to ride
along with Satriani's musical journey. The interplay of fast-paced and
melodic sections mirrors the exhilarating rush of catching a wave.

Emotional Depth

While the album is primarily instrumental, the emotional depth of Satriani's
playing communicates a wide range of feelings. From the joy and excitement of
"Satch Boogie" to the introspective melancholy of "Always with Me, Always
with You," the music evokes a spectrum of emotions that resonate with
listeners on a personal level.

The Impact of "Surfing with the Alien"

"Surfing with the Alien" was a critical and commercial success, paving the
way for instrumental rock music and influencing a generation of guitarists.
The album's impact can be seen in various ways:

Critical Acclaim

Upon its release, "Surfing with the Alien" received widespread acclaim from
critics and fans alike. It was nominated for a Grammy Award for Best Rock
Instrumental Performance in 1988, further solidifying Satriani's place in
music history.

Influence on Other Artists

The album has inspired countless guitarists across genres. Artists such as
Steve Vai, John Petrucci, and Eric Johnson have cited Satriani as a



significant influence on their playing. Many guitarists have attempted to
emulate his techniques and incorporate his innovative ideas into their own
music.

Enduring Legacy

Even decades after its release, "Surfing with the Alien"™ continues to be
celebrated. The album has been reissued and remastered, ensuring that new
generations of listeners can experience its brilliance. Satriani often
includes tracks from the album in his live performances, keeping the spirit
of "Surfing with the Alien" alive.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Joe Satriani Surfing with the Alien is more than just an
album; it is a milestone in the world of instrumental rock music. With its
innovative techniques, emotional depth, and lasting impact, it has
established Satriani as a guitar legend and continues to inspire musicians
around the world. Whether you're a seasoned guitarist or a casual listener,
"Surfing with the Alien" is an essential piece of musical history that
deserves a place in your collection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the concept behind Joe Satriani's 'Surfing
with the Alien'?

The album 'Surfing with the Alien' combines elements of science fiction and
fantasy, depicting a narrative of an alien surfing on Earth, which serves as
a metaphor for the exploration of musical boundaries and creativity.

How did 'Surfing with the Alien' influence the
instrumental rock genre?

Released in 1987, 'Surfing with the Alien' is considered a landmark album
that elevated instrumental rock, showcasing virtuoso guitar techniques and
complex compositions that inspired countless musicians and guitarists.

What are some of the standout tracks on 'Surfing with
the Alien'?

Standout tracks on the album include 'Surfing with the Alien,' 'Satch
Boogie,' and 'Always with Me, Always with You,' each showcasing Satriani's
technical skill and melodic sensibility.

What guitar techniques does Joe Satriani use in
'Surfing with the Alien'?

Joe Satriani employs various guitar techniques in 'Surfing with the Alien,'
including legato, tapping, and whammy bar effects, which contribute to the



album's dynamic sound and intricate solos.

What impact did 'Surfing with the Alien' have on Joe
Satriani's career?

The success of 'Surfing with the Alien' catapulted Joe Satriani into the
spotlight, establishing him as a leading figure in the guitar community and
paving the way for a successful solo career and collaborations.

How does 'Surfing with the Alien' reflect Joe
Satriani's musical influences?

The album reflects Satriani's influences from rock, blues, and jazz,
integrating diverse elements while maintaining a distinctive style that
resonates with fans and showcases his innovative approach to guitar playing.
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