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Issue 1

Proposed Constitutional
Amendment

Elevating the Standards to
Qualify for and to Pass any
Constitutional Amendment

Proposed by Joint Resolution
of the General Assembly

To amend Sections 1b, 1e, and
1g of Article Il and Sections

1 and 3 of Article XVI of the
Constitution of the State

of Ohio

A majority yes vote is
necessary for the amendment
to pass.

The proposed amendment would:

« Require that any proposed

amendment to the Constitution of the
State of Ohio receive the approval of

at least 60 percent of eligible voters
voting on the proposed amendment.

« Require that any initiative petition
filed on or after January 1, 2024 with
the Secretary of State proposing to
amend the Constitution of the State

of Ohio be signed by at least five
percent of the eligible voters of each

county in the state.

« Specify that additional signatures

may not be added to an initiative
petition filed with the Secretary of
State on or after January 1, 2024
proposing to amend the Constitution
of the State of Ohio.

If passed, the amendment shall be effective
immediately.

SHALL THE AMENDMENT BE
APPROVED?

O Yes
O No




Issue 1 ballot language Ohio has become a focal point in the state's political landscape, particularly
leading up to the elections. Voters are tasked with understanding the implications of this ballot
language, which addresses key legislative measures that could significantly impact various sectors,
including healthcare, education, and public safety. This article aims to delve deep into the specifics of
Issue 1, explaining its language, the issues at stake, and what voters should consider before heading

to the polls.

Understanding Issue 1

Issue 1 is a proposed amendment to the Ohio state constitution that seeks to alter several critical
aspects of state law. The language on the ballot is designed to be straightforward, but it often contains
legal jargon that can be confusing for the average voter. Therefore, understanding the language and

its implications is crucial for making an informed decision.

What Does Issue 1 Propose?

At its core, Issue 1 proposes several key changes:

1. Criminal Justice Reform:
- The amendment aims to adjust certain aspects of sentencing and parole laws.
- It seeks to reduce mandatory minimum sentences for certain non-violent offenses.

- It proposes measures for rehabilitation and reintegration of offenders.

2. Healthcare Access:
- Issue 1 includes provisions to expand access to healthcare services.
- It aims to provide funding for mental health programs and substance abuse treatment.

- The amendment also addresses the affordability of healthcare for low-income families.

3. Education Funding:



- The proposed language includes provisions for increased funding for public education.
- It aims to ensure equitable distribution of resources across school districts.

- The amendment seeks to improve educational outcomes, especially in underserved areas.
4. Public Safety Enhancements:
- Issue 1 proposes increased funding for local law enforcement.

- It emphasizes community policing and building trust between residents and officers.

- The language includes measures for training law enforcement in de-escalation techniques.

Analyzing the Ballot Language

The Issue 1 ballot language Ohio presents these proposals in a way that seeks to convey their
importance and urgency. However, it is essential to dissect this language to understand what it truly

means for voters.

Key Components of the Ballot Language

The ballot language for Issue 1 is structured to include the following components:
- Title: The title summarizes the purpose of the amendment.
- Summary of Changes: This section outlines the specific changes to existing laws.

- Fiscal Impact: A description of the expected financial implications of the amendment.

- Voting Options: Clear instructions on how to vote, including options for absentee and early voting.

Challenges in Interpretation

While the ballot language aims to be clear, several challenges can complicate its interpretation:



1. Legal Jargon: Terms like "rehabilitation,” "equitable distribution," and "mandatory minimums" may
not be easily understood by all voters.

2. Complex Interconnections: The various components of Issue 1 are interconnected, making it
challenging to grasp the full implications of voting for or against the amendment.

3. Emotional Appeal vs. Pragmatic Concerns: The language often employs emotional appeals to

garner support, which can overshadow the pragmatic considerations of the proposed changes.

Impact on Voters

Understanding the Issue 1 ballot language Ohio is vital for voters as the outcomes can have far-
reaching effects on their communities. Here’s how the proposed changes could impact different

demographics:

For Residents

- Increased Funding for Services: If passed, residents could see enhancements in local services such
as healthcare and education.

- Community Safety: Proposals for enhanced public safety measures could lead to improved trust and
cooperation between law enforcement and community members.

- Economic Impacts: Changes in criminal justice laws could potentially reduce the economic burden on

the state’s prison system.

For Families and Children

- Access to Education: Families could benefit from increased funding for public schools, which may
improve educational outcomes for their children.

- Healthcare Accessibility: Families would have better access to mental health and substance abuse



services, which can lead to healthier communities.

For Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice

- Reform and Training: Law enforcement agencies could receive
additional funding for training and resources that emphasize
community engagement and de-escalation tactics.

- Changes in Sentencing: The potential reduction in mandatory
minimums for non-violent offenses may lead to shorter sentences and

more rehabilitation-focused approaches.

Arguments For and Against Issue 1

Every ballot issue typically garners support and opposition.
Understanding these perspectives can aid voters in making an

informed decision.

Arguments in Favor



1. Promotes Rehabilitation: Advocates argue that the amendment
focuses on rehabilitation rather than punishment, which could reduce
recidivism rates.

2. Increased Resources: Supporters believe that the proposed funding
increases for healthcare and education will benefit the community as a
whole.

3. Public Safety: Proponents assert that enhancing community policing

and training can lead to safer neighborhoods.

Arguments Against

1. Increased Taxes: Opponents may argue that the funding increases
will necessitate higher taxes, which could burden residents.

2. Concerns Over Crime: Some may worry that reducing mandatory
minimum sentences could potentially lead to increased crime rates.
3. Complexity and Uncertainty: Critics might argue that the
interconnected nature of the proposals could create confusion and

unintended consequences in implementation.



Preparing to Vote

As the election date approaches, voters must prepare to cast their

ballots thoughtfully and knowledgeably. Here are steps to take:

1. Research:
- Familiarize yourself with the Issue 1 ballot language Ohio.
- Look for resources that break down the implications of the

amendment.

2. Engage in Discussions:

- Talk to friends, family, and community members about their views on
Issue 1.

- Attend local forums or town hall meetings to hear from advocates

and opponents.

3. Consider the Impact:
- Reflect on how the proposed changes will affect you and your

community.



- Understand the long-term implications of your vote.

4. Plan Your Voting Method:
- Decide whether you will vote in person on Election Day, during early
voting, or via absentee ballot.

- Make sure you know your polling location and the hours of operation.

Conclusion

The Issue 1 ballot language Ohio presents a complex but vital
opportunity for voters to influence significant changes in the state. By
understanding the proposed amendments, analyzing the language used,
and considering the potential impacts, voters can make informed
decisions that reflect their values and priorities. The outcome of this
ballot initiative could shape Ohio's future, making it essential for every

eligible voter to engage with the issues at hand thoughtfully.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is Issue 1 on the Ohio ballot?

Issue 1 is a proposed constitutional amendment that aims to change
the process for amending the Ohio Constitution, making it more

difficult for future amendments to be passed.

What changes does Issue 1 propose to the ballot amendment

process?

Issue 1 proposes to increase the number of votes required to pass a
constitutional amendment from a simple majority to 60%, and it also
requires that any proposed amendment be approved by voters in at

least 44 of Ohio's 88 counties.

Why is Issue 1 considered controversial?

Issue 1 is controversial because proponents argue it protects the
state constitution from frequent changes, while opponents claim it
restricts voters' rights and makes it harder for grassroots initiatives to

succeed.

When will Ohio voters decide on Issue 12

Ohio voters will decide on Issue 1 during the general election, which

takes place on November 7, 2023.



Who supports Issue 12

Supporters of Issue 1 include certain state lawmakers and
conservative groups who believe it will preserve the integrity of the
Ohio Constitution by ensuring only widely supported amendments can

pass.

Who opposes Issue 12

Opponents of Issue 1 include various advocacy groups and some civic
organizations who argue it undermines the democratic process and
limits the ability of citizens to amend the constitution on important

issues.

How does Issue 1 affect future ballot initiatives?

If passed, Issue 1 would make it significantly more challenging for
future ballot initiatives to qualify and succeed, as they would need

broader support across the state.

What are the implications of voting 'yes' or 'no’ on Issue 1?

Voting 'yes' on Issue 1 would strengthen the requirements for
amending the Ohio Constitution, while voting 'no’ would maintain the

current process, allowing amendments to pass with a simple majority.
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