Interview With The Vampire Script
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CHORUS (0.5.)
Bella premunt hostilia,
Da robur, fear Auxilium...

He stares at the sleeping Claudia and Louis. He tries to
wake them but it is too early. They lie as if dead.

FROM ABOVE, come sounds of the PRIEST INTONING a litany
to the blessed sacrament to which the CONGREGATION
RESPONDS.

PRIEST (0.S.)
Blessed be God --

COMGREGATION (0.5.)
Blessed be God --

PRIEST (0.5.)
Blessed be thy most holy name.

LESTAT
(comically enraged)
Ch, you little monster! I could
break your pretty neck!

Louis opens his eyes slowly, like a corpse coming back
to life.

LOUIS
Where are we? What's happening?

LESTAT
The six o'clock novena and
benediction. The church is filled
with people. The Priest is
standing right over our heads.

Louis laughs in spite of himself. Lestat, trying not to
laugh, and still angry, clamps a hand over his mouth.

Interview with the Vampire script has captivated audiences since its release, bringing to life
Anne Rice's iconic novel in a visually stunning and narratively rich manner. The film, directed by
Neil Jordan and released in 1994, features a star-studded cast including Tom Cruise as Lestat de
Lioncourt, Brad Pitt as Louis de Pointe du Lac, and Kirsten Dunst as Claudia. This article delves into
the screenplay's development, its thematic elements, and the impact it has had on the vampire genre
and popular culture.

Background of the Film

The adaptation of "Interview with the Vampire" represents a significant moment in the cinematic
portrayal of vampires. Anne Rice's novel, published in 1976, introduced a new type of vampire—one
that was more introspective and morally complex than the monsters traditionally seen in earlier



literature and film. The screenplay for the film was co-written by Anne Rice and director Neil Jordan,
ensuring that the essence of the original story was maintained.

Plot Overview

The narrative unfolds as a conversation between Louis, a vampire who grapples with his existence,
and a reporter eager to uncover the truth about vampires. Key plot points include:

1. Louis's Transformation: The story begins with Louis’s despair and subsequent transformation into
a vampire by Lestat, which sets the stage for their tumultuous relationship.

2. Claudia's Adoption: The introduction of Claudia, a young girl turned into a vampire, adds
complexity to the narrative as her growth and eventual rebellion against Lestat and Louis form a

central conflict.

3. Exploration of Immortality: The screenplay poignantly explores themes of immortality, loneliness,
and the search for meaning, reflecting Louis's internal struggle and Lestat's hedonistic lifestyle.

4. Climax and Resolution: Tensions rise as Claudia seeks revenge against Lestat, ultimately leading
to a heartbreaking climax that alters the dynamics between the characters.

Character Development

One of the most compelling aspects of the "Interview with the Vampire script" is its deep character
development. Each character embodies different facets of vampiric existence, providing a nuanced
exploration of the vampire mythos.

Louis de Pointe du Lac

Louis, portrayed by Brad Pitt, serves as the moral compass of the film. Struggling with the
consequences of his immortality, he often reflects on the nature of good and evil. His internal
conflict is a significant driver of the plot. Key characteristics include:

- Moral Conflict: Louis's reluctance to kill humans creates a tension that drives his character arc.

- Search for Identity: Throughout the film, Louis seeks to understand his place in the world, often
questioning the nature of his existence.

Lestat de Lioncourt

Lestat, played by Tom Cruise, represents the seductive and dangerous allure of vampirism. His
character is essential for creating the film's tension and drama. Notable traits include:

- Charismatic Manipulator: Lestat's charm masks a ruthless nature, often manipulating those around



him for his own benefit.
- Contrast to Louis: The dynamic between Lestat's hedonism and Louis's introspection highlights the
duality of the vampire experience.

Claudia

The character of Claudia, portrayed by Kirsten Dunst, adds a unique dynamic to the story. Her
transformation into a vampire at a young age leads to deep psychological consequences. Key points
about Claudia include:

- Tragic Innocence: Claudia's eternal childhood creates a haunting sense of tragedy as she longs for
adulthood.

- Rebellion and Revenge: As she matures emotionally, her rebellion against Lestat becomes a pivotal
moment in the narrative.

Thematic Elements

The "Interview with the Vampire script" is rich with themes that resonate beyond the vampire genre.
The exploration of immortality, the search for identity, and the nature of love and loss are woven
intricately throughout the narrative.

Immortality and Existentialism

The film grapples with the implications of eternal life. Louis's existential crisis reflects a common
human concern: the fear of living without purpose. The dialogue often delves into philosophical
discussions, asking whether immortality is a blessing or a curse.

Isolation and Connection

Despite being surrounded by others, both Louis and Claudia experience profound loneliness. The
struggle for connection is evident in their relationships, particularly as they confront their feelings
for Lestat and each other. This theme highlights the paradox of vampirism—eternal life leads to an
eternal longing for human connection.

Love and Loss

The relationships in the film are fraught with complexity. Love is depicted as both a source of
strength and a cause of suffering. The tragic love between Louis and Claudia showcases the pain of
unattainable desires, while the bond between Louis and Lestat oscillates between admiration and
resentment.



Cinematic Techniques

The "Interview with the Vampire script" is complemented by a range of cinematic techniques that
enhance its storytelling. Neil Jordan's direction, combined with the screenplay's emotional depth,
creates a hauntingly beautiful film.

Visual Aesthetics

The film is renowned for its stunning visuals, which capture the gothic essence of the story. Key
elements include:

- Lighting: The use of chiaroscuro lighting emphasizes the film's dark themes and adds depth to
character portrayals.

- Costume and Set Design: The elaborate costumes and richly detailed sets transport viewers to
different eras, enhancing the film's historical context.

Music and Sound Design

The score, composed by Elliot Goldenthal, plays a crucial role in setting the film's tone. The haunting
melodies underscore the emotional weight of the characters' experiences, drawing the audience
deeper into the narrative.

Impact on Pop Culture

Since its release, "Interview with the Vampire" has left an indelible mark on popular culture and the
vampire genre. Its influence can be seen in various aspects of media and storytelling.

Revival of the Vampire Genre

The film helped revive interest in vampire narratives, paving the way for more complex and
character-driven stories in the genre. Subsequent films and television series, such as "True Blood"
and "Twilight," have drawn inspiration from its themes and character dynamics.

Discussion of Morality in Vampirism

"Interview with the Vampire" shifted the portrayal of vampires from mere monsters to complex
beings grappling with morality. This evolution has led to more nuanced representations of vampires
in contemporary media.



Conclusion

The "Interview with the Vampire script" stands as a landmark in cinematic history, offering a rich
tapestry of themes and character development that explores the complexities of immortality and the
human condition. Its impact on the vampire genre and popular culture continues to resonate,
making it a timeless classic that invites viewers to ponder the deeper questions of life, love, and
existence. Through its emotional depth, stunning visuals, and intricate character dynamics, the film
remains a poignant exploration of what it truly means to be human, even in the face of eternal
darkness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in the 'Interview with the
Vampire' script?

The script delves into themes of immortality, the search for meaning, the nature of good and evil,
and the complexities of love and loneliness.

How does the character of Louis evolve throughout the script?

Louis starts as a reluctant vampire who struggles with his nature and morality, ultimately seeking
understanding and grappling with his existential crisis as he faces the consequences of immortality.

What role does the setting play in 'Interview with the
Vampire'?

The setting enhances the gothic atmosphere, with locations ranging from 18th-century New Orleans
to modern-day Paris, reflecting the characters' emotional states and the passage of time.

How is the relationship between Louis and Lestat portrayed in
the script?

Their relationship is complex, marked by a mix of admiration and resentment; Louis is both
fascinated and repulsed by Lestat's hedonistic approach to vampirism, creating a dynamic of conflict
and dependency.

What is the significance of the interview format in the script?

The interview format allows for a personal and introspective narrative, giving insight into Louis's
thoughts and feelings, while also framing the story as a reflective exploration of his life and choices.

How does the script address the concept of vampirism as a
metaphor?

The script uses vampirism as a metaphor for existential dread, the loss of humanity, and the search
for identity, illustrating the struggles of being an outsider in both society and one's own life.
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