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for Strategic Studies

The leading authority on global security: facts, analysis, influence

The International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) is a renowned global think tank that
specializes in international affairs, particularly in defense and security issues. Founded in 1958, the
IISS has established itself as a leading source of expertise, analysis, and policy advice on a range of
strategic issues affecting nations and societies across the globe. With a mission to promote
understanding of the complex security challenges faced by governments and their militaries, the
IISS plays a critical role in shaping the discourse on international relations and defense policy.



History and Formation

The establishment of the IISS was a response to the rapidly changing geopolitical landscape of the
post-World War II era. The founders, a group of British military officers and academics, recognized
the need for a dedicated institution that could provide independent analysis and foster dialogue on
global security matters. The institute initially focused on the Cold War dynamics, which influenced
the strategic calculations of both Western and Eastern blocs.

Over the decades, the IISS has adapted to the evolving geopolitical environment. It has expanded its
focus to include issues such as terrorism, cybersecurity, and the implications of emerging
technologies on defense strategies. The institute has grown from its initial base in London to a truly
international organization with offices in various strategic locations, including Washington, D.C., and
Singapore.

Mission and Objectives

The IISS operates with several key objectives that form the foundation of its mission:

- Research and Analysis: Conduct in-depth research on security and defense issues to provide
policymakers with actionable insights.

- Promote Dialogue: Facilitate discussions among policymakers, military leaders, and scholars to
foster a better understanding of security challenges.

- Educate and Inform: Disseminate knowledge through publications, events, and outreach programs
to raise awareness about global security issues.

- Global Reach: Expand its network and influence on international security matters, ensuring diverse
perspectives are represented.

Core Areas of Focus

The IISS concentrates on several core areas of expertise:

1. Military Capability and Defense Policy: Analyzing the military capabilities of states and their
implications for global security.

2. Conflict and Resolution: Studying the causes of conflict and promoting strategies for conflict
resolution and peacebuilding.

3. Cybersecurity: Assessing the threats posed by cyber warfare and developing strategies for
resilience and defense.

4. Arms Control and Proliferation: Investigating issues related to arms control agreements and the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

5. Regional Security Studies: Focusing on specific regions, such as the Asia-Pacific, the Middle East,
and Europe, to understand local dynamics and their global implications.



Publications and Research Output

The IISS is renowned for its rigorous research and extensive publications that contribute
significantly to the field of strategic studies. Some of the notable publications include:

- The Military Balance: An annual assessment of the military capabilities and defense economics of
over 170 countries. It provides comprehensive data on military forces and trends, serving as a vital
resource for defense analysts and policymakers.

- Strategic Survey: An annual review of global strategic developments that assesses key security
challenges and trends. It offers insights into the geopolitical landscape and evaluates the
effectiveness of national and international responses.

- Survival: A bimonthly journal that features scholarly articles on international relations, security
studies, and political analysis. It serves as a platform for academic discourse on pressing security
issues.

In addition to these flagship publications, the IISS produces reports, briefing papers, and policy
analyses that address specific security challenges and provide recommendations for policymakers.

Conferences and Events

The IISS hosts a variety of conferences, workshops, and seminars that bring together experts,
policymakers, and practitioners from around the world. These events serve as platforms for dialogue
and knowledge exchange, fostering collaboration on security issues. Some of the prominent events
organized by the IISS include:

- Shangri-La Dialogue: An annual defense summit held in Singapore that gathers defense ministers
and military leaders from the Asia-Pacific region. It provides a forum for discussing regional security
challenges and enhancing defense cooperation.

- London Conference on Global Security: A series of workshops and conferences focusing on various
aspects of international security, bringing together a diverse array of stakeholders.

- Webinars and Public Lectures: Regular online events that address current security issues, enabling
broader public engagement and participation.

Global Influence and Collaborations

The IISS has established itself as a key player in the global security landscape. Its influence extends
to various sectors, including government, academia, and the private sector. The institute
collaborates with a wide range of organizations, including:

- Governments: Providing advisory services and expert analysis to inform national security policies.
- International Organizations: Engaging with bodies such as the United Nations and NATO to
contribute to discussions on international security.

- Academic Institutions: Partnering with universities and research centers for joint studies and
knowledge dissemination.



The IISS also maintains a vast network of experts and scholars, which enhances its capability to
address emerging security challenges and foster innovative solutions.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its prominence, the IISS faces several challenges and critiques:

- Political Neutrality: As a think tank, the IISS must navigate the complex landscape of political
interests while maintaining its independence and credibility. Critics argue that its analyses may
reflect biases based on funding sources or geopolitical alignments.

- Accessibility of Information: While the IISS produces valuable research, some reports and
publications are available only to members or for purchase, raising concerns about the accessibility
of critical information.

- Relevance to Emerging Threats: The fast-paced nature of global security threats, such as cyber
warfare and climate change, poses challenges for traditional strategic studies. The IISS must
continually adapt its focus to remain relevant in a rapidly changing environment.

Conclusion

The International Institute for Strategic Studies stands as a vital institution in the realm of global
security and defense analysis. Through its comprehensive research, influential publications, and
active engagement in international dialogues, the IISS contributes significantly to the understanding
and management of complex security challenges. As the world faces an increasingly interconnected
array of threats, the role of the IISS in promoting informed discourse and effective policy solutions
will remain essential. Its commitment to fostering collaboration among nations and stakeholders is
crucial for navigating the uncertain waters of contemporary geopolitics, making it a cornerstone of
strategic studies for decades to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the International Institute for Strategic Studies
(IISS)?

The IISS is a British think tank focused on international affairs, particularly in the areas of defense,
security, and global strategic issues. It provides analysis and insights on various geopolitical
challenges.

When was the International Institute for Strategic Studies
founded?

The IISS was founded in 1958, originally based in London, and has since grown to become a leading
authority on global security.



What are the main publications produced by the IISS?

The IISS publishes several prominent works, including 'The Military Balance', 'Survival', and various
regional security assessments, which provide detailed analysis of military capabilities and strategic
trends.

How does the IISS contribute to global security discussions?

The IISS organizes conferences, workshops, and discussions that bring together policymakers,
military officials, and scholars to address pressing security issues and promote informed dialogue.

What is the role of the IISS in the Asia-Pacific region?

The IISS plays a crucial role in enhancing understanding of security dynamics in the Asia-Pacific
through its research, events, and the '‘Shangri-La Dialogue', which is a key security summit in the
region.

Who are some notable contributors to the IISS?

The IISS has hosted and collaborated with numerous influential figures, including former heads of
state, military leaders, and experts from various fields of international relations and security studies.

How does the IISS engage with international policymakers?

The IISS engages with international policymakers through its research publications, policy briefs,
and by providing a platform for debate and discussion on strategic issues affecting global security.

What impact has the IISS had on defense policy worldwide?

The IISS has significantly influenced defense policy by providing empirical data, fostering dialogue
among stakeholders, and shaping the understanding of military capabilities and security challenges
across the globe.
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Explore the International Institute for Strategic Studies and its pivotal role in global security and
policy analysis. Learn more about its impact and insights today!
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