
Insurance For Therapy Dogs In Schools

Insurance for therapy dogs in schools is an increasingly important consideration as educational
institutions recognize the profound benefits these animals can provide to students' emotional and
psychological well-being. Therapy dogs have become valuable assets in schools, offering comfort to
children facing various challenges, including anxiety, learning disabilities, and trauma. However, with
these benefits come responsibilities, including the need for proper insurance coverage to protect both
the schools and the therapy dogs themselves. This article delves into the importance of insurance for
therapy dogs in schools, the types of coverage available, and best practices for schools looking to
implement therapy dog programs.

Understanding Therapy Dogs in Schools

What is a Therapy Dog?

A therapy dog is a trained canine that provides comfort, support, and companionship to individuals in
various settings, including schools, hospitals, and nursing homes. Unlike service dogs, which are
trained to assist individuals with specific disabilities, therapy dogs are generally used to benefit
groups of people.



Benefits of Therapy Dogs in Educational Settings

Therapy dogs can have a range of positive impacts on students and the school environment:

1. Emotional Support: Therapy dogs can help students cope with stress, anxiety, and emotional
trauma. Their presence can create a calming atmosphere conducive to learning.

2. Improved Social Skills: Interacting with therapy dogs can help students develop better social skills,
particularly those who may struggle with communication or social interactions.

3. Enhanced Learning: Reading programs that involve therapy dogs have been shown to improve
literacy skills among children who may feel intimidated by traditional reading environments.

4. Increased Attendance: Students may be more motivated to attend school if they know they can
spend time with a therapy dog.

5. Positive School Climate: The presence of therapy dogs can foster a sense of community and well-
being within the school.

The Importance of Insurance for Therapy Dogs

Liability Protection

One of the primary reasons for obtaining insurance for therapy dogs in schools is liability protection. If
a therapy dog were to bite or injure a student or staff member, the school could be held liable.
Insurance can help cover legal fees and damages that may arise from such incidents.

Coverage for the Dog's Health and Well-Being

Insurance for therapy dogs can also include coverage for the health and welfare of the animal itself.
This coverage can help with:

- Routine veterinary care
- Emergency medical expenses
- Liability for accidents that occur while the dog is on school property

Compliance with Regulations

Many states and local jurisdictions have specific regulations regarding therapy animals in public
places, including schools. Having the appropriate insurance can help ensure compliance with these
regulations, providing peace of mind to administrators.



Types of Insurance Coverage

When considering insurance for therapy dogs in schools, there are several types of coverage to be
aware of:

General Liability Insurance

This type of insurance protects schools against claims resulting from injuries or damages that occur
on their premises. It typically covers:

- Bodily injury
- Property damage
- Medical expenses

Having general liability insurance is crucial for schools that host therapy dogs.

Professional Liability Insurance

If the therapy dog is part of a program run by a licensed handler or therapist, professional liability
insurance may be necessary. This coverage protects against claims of negligence that may arise from
the services provided by the handler or therapist.

Animal Liability Insurance

This specialized insurance covers incidents specifically involving animals. It is particularly relevant for
therapy dogs, as it can protect against claims arising from bites or injuries caused by the dog.

Health Insurance for Therapy Dogs

Just like humans, therapy dogs can face health challenges. Health insurance for therapy dogs typically
covers:

- Routine check-ups
- Vaccinations
- Emergency treatments
- Surgeries

Investing in health insurance for therapy dogs is essential to ensure their well-being and performance
in their roles.



Steps for Schools to Take When Implementing Therapy
Dog Programs

If a school is considering introducing a therapy dog program, there are several steps that
administrators can take to ensure a smooth and safe implementation:

1. Research and Plan

Conduct thorough research on the benefits and challenges of therapy dogs in educational settings.
Understand the specific needs of your student population and how a therapy dog can meet those
needs.

2. Select a Qualified Handler

Choose a qualified handler who has experience working with therapy dogs. The handler should have
proper training and certification to ensure the safety and efficacy of the program.

3. Obtain the Necessary Insurance

Consult with an insurance provider to discuss the specific needs of your school and obtain the
appropriate insurance coverage for therapy dogs. This may involve general liability, professional
liability, and animal liability insurance.

4. Establish Guidelines and Policies

Develop clear guidelines and policies regarding the therapy dog’s role in the school, including:

- Areas where the dog is allowed
- Interaction protocols between students and the dog
- Response procedures in case of incidents involving the dog

5. Train Staff and Students

Provide training for staff and students on how to interact safely and respectfully with the therapy dog.
This training should emphasize the importance of treating the dog kindly and understanding its
behavior.



6. Monitor and Evaluate the Program

Once the therapy dog program is implemented, continuously monitor its effectiveness and gather
feedback from students, staff, and parents. Make adjustments as needed to enhance the program's
impact.

Conclusion

Insurance for therapy dogs in schools is a critical component of successfully integrating these
beneficial animals into educational environments. By understanding the types of insurance coverage
available and following best practices for implementation, schools can create a safe and supportive
atmosphere for both students and therapy dogs. As more educational institutions recognize the
positive impact of therapy dogs, having the proper insurance will not only protect the school from
potential liabilities but also ensure the health and well-being of the therapy animals, allowing them to
continue their important work in supporting students' mental and emotional health.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is therapy dog insurance and why is it important for
schools?
Therapy dog insurance provides coverage for liability and potential medical expenses related to the
use of therapy dogs in schools. It is important to protect the school, staff, and the dog in case of
accidents or incidents.

What types of coverage should schools look for in therapy dog
insurance?
Schools should look for liability coverage, property damage coverage, and medical expenses
coverage. Additionally, coverage for specific incidents involving therapy animals can be beneficial.

Are therapy dogs in schools legally required to have
insurance?
While there is no federal law requiring therapy dogs in schools to have insurance, many schools
implement their own policies that may require insurance to mitigate risks.

What are the potential risks associated with therapy dogs in
schools?
Potential risks include bites or scratches, allergic reactions from students, and damage to property.
Insurance helps cover these risks and protects the school from liability.



How can schools find the right insurance provider for therapy
dogs?
Schools can research insurance providers that specialize in animal liability or non-profit organizations,
request quotes, and compare coverage options. Consulting with other schools that have therapy dog
programs can also provide insights.

What are the benefits of having therapy dogs in schools?
Therapy dogs can help reduce stress and anxiety among students, improve emotional well-being,
enhance social interactions, and provide comfort in educational settings.

How much does insurance for therapy dogs typically cost?
The cost of insurance for therapy dogs can vary widely based on coverage limits, the provider, and
the specific needs of the school. Schools should expect to pay anywhere from a few hundred to
several thousand dollars annually.

Can therapy dogs be covered under standard school insurance
policies?
In some cases, therapy dogs may be covered under standard school insurance policies, but it is
essential for schools to confirm this with their insurance provider to ensure adequate coverage.

What steps should schools take to ensure their therapy dogs
are insured?
Schools should assess their specific needs, consult with insurance agents specializing in animal
coverage, verify the qualifications of the therapy dogs, and ensure all legal and medical
documentation is in place.
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Discover how insurance for therapy dogs in schools can protect these vital companions. Ensure
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