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The General Educational Development (GED) test is an essential pathway for
many individuals in Illinois seeking to earn their high school equivalency
diploma. This guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the Illinois
GED test, its structure, preparation strategies, and resources available to
help candidates succeed. Whether you are returning to education after a
break, transitioning from a different career, or simply looking to improve
your qualifications, understanding the GED test and how to prepare for it can
be pivotal in achieving your goals.



Understanding the GED Test

The GED test is designed to measure the knowledge and skills equivalent to
those of a high school graduate. It consists of four subject areas:

e Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA)

Mathematical Reasoning
e Science

Social Studies

Each subject is scored on a scale from 100 to 200, with a passing score of
145 for each section. Candidates must complete all four tests to earn their
GED diploma.

Test Format and Duration

The GED test format includes a combination of multiple-choice questions,
short answer responses, and essay writing, depending on the subject area. The
total duration of the test is approximately 7.5 hours, with each subject
allotted a specific amount of time:

1. Reasoning Through Language Arts: 150 minutes

2. Mathematical Reasoning: 115 minutes

3. Science: 90 minutes

4, Social Studies: 70 minutes

It's important to note that the RLA section includes a 10-minute break, and
the essay portion requires candidates to write a response based on a given
prompt.

Preparing for the Illinois GED Test

Preparation is key to success on the GED test. Here are several effective
strategies to help you get ready:



1. Assess Your Current Knowledge

Before diving into study materials, it’s beneficial to assess your current
knowledge level in each subject area. This can be done through practice tests
or diagnostic assessments available online. Understanding your strengths and
weaknesses will allow you to focus your study efforts more effectively.

2. Create a Study Plan

A structured study plan will help you stay organized and on track. Consider
the following when creating your plan:

e Set specific goals for each subject area.

e Allocate time daily or weekly for studying.

e Include time for practice tests and review.

3. Gather Study Materials

Having the right study materials is crucial for effective preparation. Here
are some recommended resources:

e Official GED Study Guide: This guide provides an overview of the test,
sample questions, and test-taking strategies.

e Online Courses: Websites like Khan Academy and GED.com offer free or
low-cost courses tailored for GED preparation.

e Books and Workbooks: Many publishers create GED prep books that include
practice questions and explanations.

e Flashcards: Utilizing flashcards can help reinforce key concepts and
vocabulary.

4. Practice Regularly

Consistent practice is essential for mastering the material and building
confidence. Make sure to:



e Take full-length practice tests under timed conditions.
e Review incorrect answers to understand your mistakes.

e Work on subject-specific practice questions to strengthen weak areas.

5. Join a Study Group

Collaborating with others can enhance your learning experience. Consider
joining a local GED preparation class or study group. This provides an
opportunity to share resources, ask questions, and gain different
perspectives on challenging topics.

Understanding the Test Center Procedures

Before taking the GED test, familiarize yourself with the testing center
procedures in Illinois. Here’'s what you need to know:

1. Registration

You must register for the GED test online through the official GED website.
During registration, you’ll select your preferred testing center, date, and
time. Make sure to register well in advance to secure your spot.

2. Identification Requirements

On the test day, you must present a valid form of identification. Acceptable
forms of ID include:

e Government-issued photo ID (e.g., driver's license, state ID)

e Passport

e Military ID

Ensure that your ID is not expired and clearly displays your name, photo, and
signature.



3. Arriving at the Test Center

Arrive at the test center at least 15 minutes before your scheduled
appointment. This allows time for check-in procedures and helps reduce pre-
test anxiety.

Test-Taking Strategies

When it comes time to take the GED test, having strategies in place can help
you perform at your best.

1. Read Instructions Carefully

Take a moment to read all instructions thoroughly before beginning each
section. Misunderstanding a question can lead to unnecessary mistakes.

2. Manage Your Time Wisely

Keep an eye on the clock and pace yourself throughout the test. If you find
yourself stuck on a question, move on and come back to it later if time
allows.

3. Eliminate Wrong Answers

For multiple-choice questions, use the process of elimination to narrow down
your options. Even if you’re unsure of the correct answer, reducing the
choices can increase your chances of guessing correctly.

4. Stay Calm and Focused

Test anxiety is common, but practicing relaxation techniques can help. Take
deep breaths, visualize success, and remind yourself that you have prepared
well.

Post-Test Steps

Once you complete the GED test, your results will typically be available
within a few hours to a few days, depending on the section. If you pass, you



will receive instructions on how to obtain your diploma. If you do not pass
one or more sections, you can retake those sections after a waiting period.

1. Understanding Your Scores

Review your scores to identify areas for improvement. The score report will
provide detailed feedback on your performance, helping you understand which
subjects may require additional study if you choose to retake any sections.

2. Celebrate Your Achievements

Passing the GED test is a significant accomplishment. Celebrate your hard
work and dedication, whether it’s by treating yourself to something special
or sharing the news with friends and family.

3. Plan for the Future

With your GED diploma in hand, consider your next steps. Whether pursuing
further education, vocational training, or entering the workforce, having a
plan in place will help you leverage your new qualifications effectively.

Resources for Further Assistance

In addition to the resources mentioned earlier, Illinois offers various
programs and organizations that can assist GED test-takers:

e Local Adult Education Centers: Many communities have centers that offer
free GED preparation classes.

e Public Libraries: Libraries often provide study materials and may host
GED prep workshops.

e Online Forums and Communities: Websites and social media groups can
connect you with other GED candidates for support and resource sharing.

Conclusion

Preparing for the Illinois GED test can be a challenging yet rewarding



journey. By utilizing this study gquide, developing a solid study plan, and
employing effective test-taking strategies, you can increase your chances of
success. Remember, the GED is a stepping stone to further education and
career opportunities, so embrace the process and stay focused on your goals.
Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What subjects are covered in the Illinois GED test?

The Illinois GED test covers four main subjects: Reasoning Through Language
Arts, Mathematical Reasoning, Science, and Social Studies.

Where can I find a study guide for the Illinois GED
test?

You can find study guides for the Illinois GED test on official GED websites,
local libraries, community colleges, and online platforms offering GED
preparation resources.

Are there any free resources available for studying
for the Illinois GED test?

Yes, there are free resources available such as the official GED website,
Khan Academy, local adult education programs, and various online study
groups.

How can I improve my math skills for the Illinois
GED test?

To improve your math skills, practice with GED-specific math exercises, use
online math tutorials, attend study groups, and work through practice tests.

What is the passing score for each section of the
Illinois GED test?

The passing score for each section of the Illinois GED test is 145 out of a
possible 200 points.

Can I take the Illinois GED test online?

Yes, you can take the Illinois GED test online through the official GED
testing service, but you must meet certain criteria and have a reliable
testing environment.



How long does it take to prepare for the Illinois
GED test?

Preparation time varies by individual, but on average, it can take anywhere
from a few weeks to several months, depending on your current knowledge and
study habits.

What are the benefits of obtaining a GED in
Illinois?

Obtaining a GED in Illinois can enhance job opportunities, increase earning
potential, and provide access to higher education and vocational training.

Is there a fee to take the Illinois GED test?

Yes, there is a fee to take the Illinois GED test, which can vary; however,
financial assistance may be available for eligible candidates.
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