
Immigration Consequences Of Criminal
Activity

Immigration consequences of criminal activity can have significant and far-reaching effects
on non-citizens residing in a country. The intersection of immigration law and criminal law
presents a complex landscape that individuals must navigate carefully. This article will
explore the various ways in which criminal activity can impact immigration status, the types
of crimes that may lead to immigration consequences, and the possible defenses available
to affected individuals.

Understanding Immigration Status

Before delving into the consequences of criminal activity, it is essential to grasp the
different immigration statuses that exist. Non-citizens may hold various statuses, including:

1. Permanent Residents (Green Card Holders): Individuals who have been granted the right
to live and work indefinitely in the country.
2. Temporary Visa Holders: Individuals who are in the country on a limited-time basis for
work, study, or tourist purposes.
3. Undocumented Immigrants: Individuals who do not have legal immigration status and
may have entered the country without authorization or overstayed their visas.

Each immigration status comes with its own set of rights and responsibilities, which can be
affected by criminal activity.

Types of Criminal Activity and Their
Consequences

The consequences of criminal activity for non-citizens can vary significantly based on the
nature of the crime. Generally, crimes can be classified into two categories: crimes



involving moral turpitude and aggravated felonies.

Crimes Involving Moral Turpitude

Crimes involving moral turpitude (CIMT) are offenses that are considered inherently
immoral. These can include:

- Theft
- Fraud
- Assault
- Domestic violence
- Certain drug offenses

Consequences:
- Non-citizens who commit CIMT may face deportation, especially if they have been
convicted of such crimes within five years of their admission to the United States.
- A CIMT conviction may also affect an individual's ability to obtain or renew a visa or green
card.

Aggravated Felonies

Aggravated felonies encompass a broader range of serious crimes, which can include:

- Murder
- Rape
- Drug trafficking
- Firearms offenses
- Any crime for which a sentence of one year or more is imposed

Consequences:
- A conviction for an aggravated felony can lead to automatic deportation and may also bar
individuals from re-entering the country.
- Individuals charged with aggravated felonies may not have access to certain forms of
relief from deportation.

Immigration Procedures Following Criminal
Convictions

When a non-citizen is convicted of a crime, several immigration procedures may follow,
often culminating in removal proceedings. The steps involved usually include:

1. Notification of Conviction: Law enforcement agencies may inform immigration authorities
of the criminal conviction.
2. Detention: Depending on the severity of the crime, non-citizens may be detained by



Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) pending removal proceedings.
3. Notice to Appear (NTA): ICE issues an NTA, which outlines the charges against the
individual and initiates removal proceedings.
4. Immigration Court Hearing: The individual will have the opportunity to contest
deportation in an immigration court.

Possible Defenses Against Deportation

While the immigration consequences of criminal activity can be severe, individuals may
have recourse through various defenses. Some possible defenses include:

1. Waivers

Certain waivers may allow individuals to avoid deportation despite their criminal
convictions. For instance:

- I-601 Waiver: This waiver is available for individuals who can demonstrate that their
removal would result in extreme hardship to a qualifying family member who is a U.S.
citizen or permanent resident.
- I-212 Waiver: This waiver applies to individuals who are inadmissible due to prior
deportation but seek permission to re-enter the U.S.

2. Asylum and Withholding of Removal

Individuals facing persecution in their home countries may seek asylum, which can provide
protection from deportation. To qualify, they must prove that they have a well-founded fear
of persecution based on specific grounds such as:

- Race
- Religion
- Nationality
- Membership in a particular social group
- Political opinion

3. Legal Permanent Resident Status Defense

Permanent residents may have additional options for defending against deportation. If a
permanent resident has lived in the U.S. for several years without any serious criminal
issues, they may be able to argue for their right to remain in the country due to established
ties and contributions to society.



Impact on Future Immigration Opportunities

Criminal activity can adversely affect an individual’s future immigration opportunities.
Some of the potential impacts include:

- Ineligibility for Immigration Benefits: Criminal convictions can render individuals ineligible
for certain immigration benefits, such as naturalization or family-sponsored visas.
- Increased Scrutiny: Future visa applications may be subjected to greater scrutiny,
particularly if there are past criminal convictions.
- Public Charge Rule: Certain criminal activities may affect how an individual is viewed
under the public charge rule, which assesses whether an immigrant is likely to depend on
government assistance.

Conclusion

The immigration consequences of criminal activity are multifaceted and can have life-
altering implications for non-citizens. Understanding the intersection of immigration and
criminal law is crucial for anyone who is not a citizen, as it can determine their ability to
remain in the country, access benefits, or seek future opportunities. Whether through
potential waivers, defenses like asylum, or the careful navigation of immigration court
procedures, individuals facing these challenges should seek legal counsel to explore their
options. The stakes are high, and proactive measures can be essential in safeguarding
one’s immigration status in the face of criminal allegations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the potential immigration consequences for
non-citizens convicted of a crime?
Non-citizens convicted of a crime may face deportation, denial of re-entry, or difficulty in
obtaining immigration benefits. The severity of the consequence often depends on the
nature of the crime and the individual's immigration status.

How does a felony conviction impact a non-citizen's
immigration status?
A felony conviction can lead to automatic deportation for non-citizens, especially for crimes
categorized as 'aggravated felonies' under U.S. immigration law, which can include violent
crimes, drug trafficking, and certain theft offenses.

Can a non-citizen apply for a visa after being convicted
of a crime?
Yes, but it can be challenging. Many visa applications require disclosure of criminal history,



and certain convictions can render an applicant inadmissible. Waivers may be available in
some cases, depending on the crime and individual circumstances.

What role does the type of crime play in immigration
consequences?
The type of crime significantly influences immigration consequences. Crimes involving
moral turpitude, drug offenses, and violent crimes typically carry heavier penalties,
including possible deportation and permanent inadmissibility.

Are there any defenses for non-citizens facing
immigration consequences due to criminal activity?
Yes, defenses may include arguing that the crime does not fall under deportable offenses,
demonstrating rehabilitation, or seeking waivers based on hardship to U.S. citizen family
members. Legal representation is crucial in these cases.

How can legal representation affect the outcome of
immigration cases involving criminal activity?
Legal representation can significantly influence the outcome by ensuring that non-citizens
understand their rights, navigate complex immigration laws, and present the best possible
case for relief or defense against deportation.
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Explore the immigration consequences of criminal activity and how it can impact your status. Learn
more about your rights and options today!
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