I Survived The Shark Attacks Of 1916

r‘l ol ICIE AN mERF :—.'p

MSCHOLASTIC

I survived the shark attacks of 1916 is a phrase that echoes through history,
encapsulating a series of terrifying events that took place along the New
Jersey coastline during the summer of that year. These attacks marked a
pivotal point in public perception of sharks and sparked widespread fear that
has lingered for over a century. This article delves into the details of the
shark attacks, the victims, the aftermath, and the lasting impact on society.

The Context of the Attacks

In the summer of 1916, the United States was experiencing significant social
and economic changes. The nation was on the brink of entering World War I,
and the thrill of summer vacations brought many families to the beaches of
New Jersey. The coastal towns of Beach Haven and Matawan were particularly
popular, attracting tourists seeking sun, surf, and relaxation.

However, beneath the surface of the Atlantic Ocean, a series of unusual
events were unfolding. Shark populations were reportedly on the rise, and a
combination of factors created a perfect storm for tragedy.



