
I Want A Hippopotamus For Christmas
History

I want a hippopotamus for Christmas is a whimsical holiday song that has captured the hearts of
many since its release. This catchy tune, written by John Rox and made famous by Gayla Peevey in
1953, has become a staple of Christmas music playlists and holiday celebrations. In this article, we
will explore the history of "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas," its cultural impact, and why it
continues to resonate with audiences today.

The Origin of the Song

The story of "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas" begins in the early 1950s. John Rox, a
songwriter and musician, penned the lyrics and melody, inspired by the playful nature of children's
Christmas wishes. The song was a lighthearted take on the typical Christmas list, as instead of
asking for traditional gifts, a young girl expresses her desire for an unusual pet: a hippopotamus.

Gayla Peevey's Version

In 1953, 10-year-old Gayla Peevey recorded the song for Columbia Records. Her youthful voice and
exuberant delivery helped the song achieve immediate popularity. Peevey's rendition was played
extensively on the radio, and it quickly climbed the charts, reaching number 24 on the Billboard Hot
100.

Peevey's performance contributed significantly to the song's charm. The lyrics, combined with her



enthusiastic style, created a delightful listening experience that resonated with both children and
adults alike. The song's catchy chorus, which repeats the desire for a hippopotamus, became a
memorable hook that people could easily sing along to.

The Cultural Impact of the Song

Over the decades, "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas" has maintained its popularity, becoming a
beloved holiday classic. Here are some key aspects of its cultural impact:

1. Continuous Airplay

The song has been featured on various Christmas albums and radio stations, ensuring that it
remains a staple during the holiday season. It is often included in compilation albums featuring
holiday music, and its cheerful tune is regularly broadcasted on Christmas-themed radio shows.

2. Covers and Adaptations

Numerous artists have covered "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas" over the years, each adding
their unique flair to the song. Some notable covers include:

- Kacey Musgraves: The country star released a version in 2018 as part of her holiday album, "A Very
Kacey Christmas."
- The Muppets: The beloved characters performed a cover of the song, bringing it to a new
generation of fans.

These adaptations have helped introduce the song to younger audiences, ensuring its place in the
holiday music canon.

3. Nostalgia and Tradition

For many, "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas" evokes feelings of nostalgia. It reminds listeners
of their childhood, particularly the innocence and excitement associated with the holiday season.
Families have adopted the song as part of their Christmas traditions, playing it during festive
gatherings and sing-alongs.

Behind the Lyrics

The lyrics of "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas" convey a charming innocence. The song tells
the story of a child who wants a hippopotamus as a pet, believing that it would be the perfect gift.
The whimsical nature of the lyrics can be broken down into several themes:



Childlike Imagination: The desire for a hippopotamus reflects the boundless imagination of
children, who often dream big when it comes to their Christmas wishes.

Joy and Fun: The upbeat tempo and playful lyrics create a sense of joy and fun, making it a
perfect addition to any holiday celebration.

Unconventional Gifts: The song highlights the idea that not all Christmas gifts need to be
traditional or practical; sometimes, the most whimsical requests bring the most joy.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Despite being over 70 years old, "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas" remains relevant today. Its
catchy melody and lighthearted lyrics continue to appeal to audiences of all ages. The song has
transcended generations, and its place in holiday culture is assured.

1. Social Media and Viral Trends

In recent years, social media platforms have played a significant role in reviving interest in older
songs. "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas" has been featured in various viral videos, memes, and
holiday challenges, further cementing its status as a beloved holiday tune.

2. Holiday Events and Performances

The song is often performed at holiday events, school performances, and community gatherings. Its
accessibility makes it an ideal choice for children's choirs and holiday pageants, ensuring that new
generations experience the joy of the song.

3. Merchandise and Branding

The popularity of the song has also led to the creation of various merchandise items featuring
hippopotamuses and holiday themes. From plush toys to decorations, the song's legacy has inspired
a range of products that delight fans of all ages.

The Enduring Charm of "I Want a Hippopotamus for
Christmas"

In conclusion, "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas" is more than just a catchy holiday song; it is a
cultural phenomenon that has stood the test of time. Its origins in the 1950s, combined with its



whimsical lyrics and catchy melody, have made it a cherished part of Christmas music history.

As families gather during the holiday season, the song serves as a reminder of the joy and innocence
of childhood, as well as the importance of imagination and fun. Whether sung by children in school
performances, played at holiday parties, or enjoyed in the comfort of home, "I Want a Hippopotamus
for Christmas" continues to bring smiles and laughter to all who hear it.

As we look forward to future holiday seasons, one thing is certain: the whimsical wish for a
hippopotamus will continue to capture hearts and inspire laughter, reminding us all to embrace the
joy and wonder of the holiday spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the song 'I Want a Hippopotamus for
Christmas'?
The song 'I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas' was written by John Rox in 1953 and became
popular after it was recorded by 10-year-old Gayla Peevey in the same year.

Why did 'I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas' become a
holiday classic?
The song became a holiday classic due to its catchy melody and whimsical lyrics, capturing the
imagination of children and adults alike, as well as frequent airplay during the Christmas season.

How did Gayla Peevey's age influence the song's reception?
Gayla Peevey's youthful voice and charm resonated with listeners, making the song endearing and
relatable, particularly to children, which contributed to its lasting popularity.

What impact did 'I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas' have
on pop culture?
The song has been featured in various holiday specials, commercials, and covers by different artists,
solidifying its place in pop culture as a fun and quirky Christmas tune.

Has 'I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas' been covered by
other artists?
Yes, the song has been covered by various artists over the years, including the likes of The Muppets
and other contemporary musicians, keeping its spirit alive for new generations.

What message does 'I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas'
convey?
The song conveys a playful and innocent desire for an unusual Christmas gift, emphasizing the joy
and excitement of childhood wishes and the spirit of giving during the holiday season.
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