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IEP goals for gestalt language processors are essential for supporting children who communicate
in a unique way. Gestalt language processing (GLP) refers to a style of language acquisition where
children learn and use language in chunks or phrases rather than through the traditional analytical
approach, which breaks language down into smaller components. Understanding how to create
effective Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals for these children is vital for their educational
success and communication development.



Understanding Gestalt Language Processing

Gestalt language processors often acquire language in whole phrases or scripts, which they might
have heard in context, such as from movies, songs, or conversations. This method contrasts with
analytic language processors, who learn language more gradually by breaking down words and
phrases into individual components. It is crucial for educators and speech-language pathologists to
recognize the unique characteristics of GLP to tailor their approaches effectively.

Characteristics of Gestalt Language Processors

1. Echolalia: Many gestalt language processors exhibit echolalia, where they repeat phrases or
sentences they have heard. This can be immediate or delayed.

2. Use of Scripts: Children may use memorized scripts from media or conversations in relevant
contexts, showcasing their understanding of social interactions.

3. Chunking: Instead of using single words, they often communicate in larger phrases, which can be
meaningful to them based on prior experiences.

4. Difficulty with Novel Language: These children may struggle to create new sentences or phrases
without guidance, relying heavily on previously learned language.

5. Emerging Flexibility: Over time, with support, many gestalt language processors can learn to break
down their phrases into smaller parts, leading to more flexible language use.

Importance of IEP Goals for Gestalt Language
Processors

Creating specific and measurable IEP goals for gestalt language processors is crucial for several
reasons:

- Individualized Support: Each child has a unique way of processing language, and IEP goals can be
tailored to meet their specific needs.

- Skill Development: Goals can focus on both communication skills and social interactions, helping
children improve their language flexibility and understanding.

- Tracking Progress: Well-defined goals allow educators and parents to monitor a child's development
over time, ensuring that interventions are effective and adjustments can be made as necessary.

- Collaboration: IEP goals foster collaboration among educators, speech-language pathologists, and
families, ensuring a unified approach to language development.



Creating IEP Goals for Gestalt Language Processors

When crafting IEP goals for gestalt language processors, it is essential to consider the child's current
abilities, interests, and communication needs. Here are some steps to create effective goals:

1. Assessment and Baseline Data

Before setting goals, gather comprehensive baseline data through assessments. This information
should include:

- Current language use (both receptive and expressive)
- Types of phrases or scripts the child uses

- Contexts in which the child communicates effectively
- Any observed challenges in communication

Understanding where the child currently stands will help in formulating appropriate goals.

2. Define Specific, Measurable Goals

Goals should be specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART). Here are some
examples of potential IEP goals for gestalt language processors:

- Goal 1: By the end of the IEP period, the student will use at least 5 new spontaneous phrases in
conversation across different contexts with 80% accuracy.

- Goal 2: The student will demonstrate the ability to break down 3 learned phrases into individual
words and use them in new, novel sentences with 70% accuracy.

- Goal 3: The student will engage in a peer conversation using scripted phrases and respond with
appropriate follow-up comments in 4 out of 5 opportunities.

- Goal 4: Given a visual support (e.g., picture cards), the student will independently select and use 5
different phrases to initiate conversation during group activities with 75% consistency.

3. Incorporate Strategies and Supports

To aid children in reaching their IEP goals, incorporate specific strategies and supportive
interventions:

- Modeling: Provide consistent modeling of language use in various contexts. Use visual supports,
gestures, and intonation to enhance understanding.

- Naturalistic Interventions: Encourage communication in natural settings rather than structured
environments. This allows children to practice their language skills in real-life situations.



- Visual Supports: Use visuals such as storyboards, graphic organizers, or pictures to help children
understand and break down phrases into smaller components.

- Peer Interactions: Foster opportunities for peer interactions, allowing children to practice their
language skills in social contexts.

4. Regular Review and Adjustment

Regularly review the IEP goals and progress made towards them. Meetings should involve the child’s
team, including parents, teachers, and therapists, to assess what is working and what may need to be
adjusted. This collaborative approach ensures that the child receives the most effective support.

Examples of IEP Goals in Practice

To illustrate how IEP goals for gestalt language processors can be implemented, consider the
following scenarios:

Scenario 1: Using Visual Supports

A child demonstrates a preference for using scripted phrases from a favorite movie. An IEP goal may
focus on the child using visual supports (e.g., picture cards) to select phrases and create new
sentences. The child could practice this with a speech-language pathologist during therapy sessions
and in the classroom during group discussions.

Scenario 2: Peer Interaction Goals

During recess, a child often uses learned phrases but struggles to initiate conversations. An IEP goal
could involve the child using a specific script to start a conversation with a peer. The speech-language
pathologist could role-play scenarios with the child, gradually fading support as the child becomes
more comfortable with initiating interactions independently.

Conclusion

Creating IEP goals for gestalt language processors requires a deep understanding of their unique
communication styles and needs. By assessing their current abilities, setting specific and measurable
goals, incorporating supportive strategies, and regularly reviewing progress, educators and therapists
can provide effective support for these children. With the right interventions, gestalt language
processors can develop their language skills, enhance their communication abilities, and engage
more fully in their educational and social environments.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are IEP goals for gestalt language processors?

IEP goals for gestalt language processors focus on developing language skills that align with their
unique way of learning language through chunks or phrases rather than individual words.

How can IEP goals be tailored for gestalt language
processors?

IEP goals can be tailored by incorporating functional, meaningful contexts for language use,
emphasizing the use of whole phrases, and gradually encouraging the breakdown of these phrases
into smaller units.

What are some examples of IEP goals for gestalt language
processors?

Examples include: 'Student will use 5 functional phrases in spontaneous conversation' or 'Student will
begin to analyze and construct sentences from learned phrases with 80% accuracy.'

How can educators support gestalt language processors in
achieving IEP goals?

Educators can support them by providing rich language models, using visual supports, and engaging
in play-based activities that encourage the use of learned phrases in context.

What strategies are effective for teaching IEP goals to gestalt
language processors?

Effective strategies include using scripts, role-playing, creating social stories, and utilizing AAC
devices to help them express their learned phrases in various situations.

How can parents contribute to the IEP goals for gestalt
language processors?

Parents can reinforce IEP goals at home by modeling language, providing opportunities for practice in
natural settings, and collaborating with educators to ensure consistency in language use.

What role does play have in IEP goals for gestalt language
processors?

Play is crucial as it provides a natural context for language use, allows for creative expression, and
encourages the practical application of learned phrases in a fun and engaging way.

How do IEP goals for gestalt language processors differ from



those for analytic language processors?

Goals for gestalt language processors focus on phrases and context, while goals for analytic
processors often emphasize understanding grammar and constructing sentences word by word.

What assessments can be used to inform IEP goals for gestalt
language processors?

Assessments may include language sampling, functional communication assessments, and
observational data to evaluate how students use phrases in various contexts.

How can technology assist in achieving IEP goals for gestalt
language processors?

Technology such as speech-generating devices or apps that provide visual supports can facilitate the
use of phrases and enhance communication opportunities for gestalt language processors.
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