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The Enlightenment Name:

A Time of New Ideas

The Enfightenment was a period of tme when people develaped new ideas about

human exsstence, indudng peoples” basic rights and the level of contrd they should

have crver their government and their futures, The Enlightsnment began in Europe

around 1715, People in dtes lile Paris gathered in salons to disouss philosoply and

ways o improve e human experience. Mary of their ideas were based in soence and 1
reasan, whidh is why this Gme was aso called the Age of Reason, Ea

Matural Rights

Enlightenment thinkers believed that human beings are bamn with fundamental, basic
righis. These natural rights induwded the right to life, liberty, praperty, and e
freeckom o find happeness, Tn order for peaple 1o enoy these nawral rights, ofher
righz reeded to be protected. Enlighteniment thinkers believed people should have e
right to express themselves, o move around freely, and to petition the govemment.

Logstiog
The Social Contract

If there was no government at all, people wioukd live in a state of nature with no nues !
anc complets fréecom—but without &y protecton from eadh ofher. One Erlighterment -
idea was the social contract: duzens gve up some fréedom they would have in a state 3
of nature (ike the freedom o rob and Ll people), and in exchange the government
protects anzens’ right to life, liberty, and property. To Erlightenment thirlers, the
relaborship between a government and It diizers was Mz an agreement, Obzens agree
o obey & setof nules, and the govermiment agrees o protect dzens’ rights

Consent of the Governed

i Enlightenment thirf.ers believed that goverrments had a resporshility to hald up
f Y thesr end of the socdl contract. [f 8 government faled, then gtizens would no longer
+  agres tobe governed and they would have the right to revdt This idea 1S Inown as
. consent of the governed. TradSonaly, a government protected dtizens from

— foreign irvaders, but the government also had absolute authanity over the people. A

bing ruled Mis aopers whether they comgenied or rol To Erightenment thrkers, This
was unacoeptable,
Republicanism

Snce the Mdde Ages, Buropean leaders had gained power through heredity, o family
b, Kings and queens ool the Brone after another family member ded The peaple Had
no &y in TS process. Many Enlightenment thirlers believed in Wm&ll’l =t
dea that a couniry's |leader should be chiosen by Bhe clizers in & general elecion. Even
50, some Erlightersment torlers frowned on She idea of a democracy, They feared what
would happen if a mab of uneducated people had the power o vote,

Influence on America

The brightest Erlighterynent Surkers, with names lile Roussea, Mantesguieu, and
Locke, became very famals, They irfluerced lesders in Europe, and became popul s
with Americans who wanted independence, When our Foundng Fathers created a
govesmiment, for the new United States, ey embraced many Enlightenment ideas.
America's Corstitfon recogrized that atizens were barn with basic rights. And even
though some of the Founders agreed with those concermed about, democracy, the:
Corshiution gave dlizens the power 1o vote. The Enlightenment ended around 1783,
sbout the same Bme the Corstitugon was born,
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icivics the enlightenment answer key is an essential resource for teachers,
students, and anyone interested in understanding the principles of democracy
and civic engagement. Developed by iCivics, a nonprofit organization founded
by former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day 0’Connor, this educational
platform provides interactive materials to help learners grasp the
significance of civic knowledge. In this article, we will explore the iCivics
platform, the importance of the Enlightenment in shaping modern governance,
and how the answer key can be utilized effectively in educational settings.



Understanding iCivics

iCivics aims to improve civic education in schools by creating engaging and
interactive learning experiences. The platform is designed for students from
elementary through high school levels and covers various topics related to
civics and government. The resources include:

Educational games

Lesson plans

Interactive simulations

Assessment tools

The organization is dedicated to ensuring that students not only learn about
government but also develop the skills necessary to become active, informed
citizens.

The Enlightenment: A Historical Overview

The Enlightenment was an intellectual movement that emerged in Europe during
the late 17th and 18th centuries. It emphasized reason, science, and
individualism over tradition and religious authority. Key figures of the
Enlightenment, such as philosophers John Locke, Voltaire, and Montesquieu,
laid the groundwork for modern democratic thought.

Key Contributions of Enlightenment Thinkers

1. John Locke: Advocated for the idea of natural rights, which included life,
liberty, and property. His theories influenced the development of liberal
democracy and the notion of government as a social contract.

2. Montesquieu: Introduced the concept of separation of powers, suggesting
that government should be divided into branches to prevent any one entity
from becoming too powerful.

3. Voltaire: Championed freedom of speech and religious tolerance,
emphasizing the importance of individual liberties in a just society.

4. Rousseau: Proposed the idea of the general will and the importance of
civic virtue, advocating for a government that reflects the collective
interests of the people.

These ideas were instrumental in shaping the constitutional frameworks of
many modern democracies, including the United States.



iCivics and the Enlightenment Curriculum

iCivics offers a module called “The Enlightenment,” which delves into these
critical historical ideas and their relevance today. This educational
resource is designed to help students understand how Enlightenment principles
have influenced modern governance and civic responsibilities.

Key Learning Objectives

The “The Enlightenment” module aims to achieve several educational
objectives:

- Familiarize students with key Enlightenment thinkers and their
contributions to democratic thought.

- Encourage critical thinking about the influence of historical ideas on
contemporary governance.

- Promote civic engagement by linking historical concepts to modern-day civic
responsibilities.

Using the iCivics Enlightenment Answer Key

The iCivics platform provides answer keys for its various modules, including
“The Enlightenment.” These answer keys serve as valuable tools for educators
and students alike, enabling a deeper understanding of the material.

Benefits of the Enlightenment Answer Key

1. Guidance for Educators: Teachers can use the answer key to assess student
understanding and provide targeted feedback.

2. Self-Assessment for Students: Students can check their answers against the
key, promoting self-directed learning and accountability.

3. Facilitating Discussions: The answer key can serve as a basis for class
discussions, encouraging students to engage with the material critically.

How to Access the Answer Key

To access the iCivics Enlightenment answer key, follow these steps:

1. Visit the iCivics website: Navigate to the iCivics platform at
www.icivics.org.

2. Create an account or log in: If you are an educator, create an account or
log in to access the resources available for teachers.



3. Navigate to the “The Enlightenment” module: Find the module under the
curriculum section.

4. Download the answer key: Look for the answer key document associated with
the module, which can be downloaded for your reference.

Incorporating Enlightenment Principles in
Classroom Activities

To enhance students’ understanding of the Enlightenment, educators can
incorporate various activities that align with the principles discussed in
the iCivics module. Here are some engaging ideas:

Classroom Activities

1. Debate: Organize a class debate on the relevance of Enlightenment ideas in
today’s society. Assign students different viewpoints to defend.

2. Research Project: Have students choose an Enlightenment thinker and create
a presentation on their contributions and significance.

3. Creative Writing: Encourage students to write a letter to a historical
figure from the Enlightenment era, discussing how their ideas could apply to
modern issues.

4. Simulation: Use role-playing to simulate a government meeting where
students must apply the principles of separation of powers and civic
responsibility.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the icivics the enlightenment answer key is a vital component
in teaching the principles that have shaped modern democratic governance. By
leveraging the resources provided by iCivics, educators can foster a deeper
understanding of the Enlightenment’s impact on civic engagement and
responsibility. Engaging students through interactive activities and
discussions will not only enhance their knowledge but also empower them to
become informed citizens ready to participate in the democratic process. The
Enlightenment may have originated centuries ago, but its principles remain
highly relevant in today’s society, making it essential for students to grasp
its significance through platforms like iCivics.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 1Civics and how does it relate to the
Enlightenment?

iCivics is an educational platform that provides resources and games to teach
students about civics and government. It relates to the Enlightenment by
promoting ideas of democracy, individual rights, and the importance of civic
engagement.

What are some key Enlightenment ideas that iCivics
emphasizes?

iCivics emphasizes key Enlightenment ideas such as the social contract,
separation of powers, individual liberty, and the role of reason in
governance.

How can teachers access the answer key for iCivics
Enlightenment resources?

Teachers can access the answer key for iCivics Enlightenment resources by
creating an account on the iCivics website and navigating to the teacher
resources section.

What types of activities are included in 1iCivics
Enlightenment lessons?

iCivics Enlightenment lessons include interactive games, simulations, and
quizzes that engage students in learning about historical figures, concepts,
and events of the Enlightenment period.

Is the iCivics Enlightenment curriculum aligned with
educational standards?

Yes, the iCivics Enlightenment curriculum is designed to align with national
and state educational standards for civics education.

Can students work collaboratively on iCivics
Enlightenment activities?

Yes, iCivics allows for collaborative activities where students can work in
groups to discuss and solve civics-related challenges presented in the games
and lessons.

What is the significance of the Enlightenment in
modern governance according to 1Civics?

According to iCivics, the Enlightenment is significant in modern governance
as it laid the foundational principles of democracy, human rights, and the
rule of law that are evident in contemporary political systems.



How does 1Civics help students understand the impact
of Enlightenment thinkers?

iCivics helps students understand the impact of Enlightenment thinkers
through engaging narratives, character-driven games, and critical thinking
exercises that highlight the contributions of figures like Locke, Rousseau,
and Montesquieu.

What resources are available for parents to support
iCivics Enlightenment learning at home?

iCivics provides resources for parents including discussion guides, activity
suggestions, and access to games that can help reinforce Enlightenment
concepts at home.
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