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Teacher's Guide iCivics

Time Needed: One class period  Leaming Objectives  Students will be atse to:
«  ldentify the ways state and local governments restricted the
Materials Neaded: Shuent freedoms and rights of African Americans.
worksheets, overhead (optional) | Dferentinte between kegalation that helped and hurt African
Copy Instructions: Armesricans betwesn 1850 and the 1960%.
Categorize Jim Crow laws based on primary documents.

Picture Andlysts (AaFclss 86 | pypiain the effiect of Jim Crow laws on the post-Civil War African
sngie-sifeet) American population.
Reading and Activity Pages (citss  «  Describe how the Plessy v. Ferguson case established the idea of
set; doubde-gided) "separate but equal.”

Primary Documents (snglesideg +  Distinguish between the resistance movements of Booker T,
tarsspwrrickis o mar) Washington and W.E.B. Du Bos.

d AMTICIPATE by handing out the picture analysis half sheets and asking students to answer
the questions. Discuss arswers a5 a class, pointing out that it was taken around
1955, (I the sudents do not mention the tenm “segregation,” add it to the

discussion. )

J DISTRIBUTE the reading pages (2 sides) to each student.

J READ the first page with the students.

O asK students how the pictures on the left of the page are examples of segregation.

O READ the first paragraph of the secand page with the dass,

O FOCUS on the amal famdy tree and walk through the diagram with the students. Explan
that a person would be gonsidered “black” if even just one great grandparent had
African hetitage.

O COMPLETE the reading with the cliss, stopping to scaffold new vocabulary words &5 nesded.

O DISTRIBUTE the half page fmage Actialy Sheef to each student.
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the ten primany doouments (&5 transparences of individual sheets) one at o time
Have stucents classify each document by drcling the cormect categony on the half
sheet. Afterwand have students do the bwo questions ot the bottom of the sheet.

DISTRIBUTE the lim Crow workshee! (2 sides) to each student. Have the students complete the
adivities on the workshest, Nobe: some activities review material from the reading,
and others introduce Pew concepts for students to woark with,

O EXTENSION {cptional) distribute the Res'sance page and read through with the class. Help
students rate the approaches of Washington and Du Boks in beems of risk and
spend. Have students compliete the Vienn quote activity, Note: This activity
provides a great segue into the lessons about the Chdl Rights Movement.
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icivics jim crow answer key is a crucial resource for educators and students exploring the historical
context and implications of the Jim Crow laws in the United States. This educational tool, provided by
iCivics, helps enhance understanding of the systemic racism and legal segregation that characterized
the post-Reconstruction era, primarily from the late 19th century until the mid-20th century. By utilizing
the iCivics platform, students can engage in interactive learning experiences that shed light on the

struggles for civil rights, the impact of legislation, and the ongoing fight against racial discrimination.



Understanding Jim Crow Laws

The Jim Crow laws were state and local statutes enacted in the Southern United States that enforced
racial segregation. Named after a blackface character in minstrel shows, these laws were designed to

maintain white supremacy following the Civil War and Reconstruction.

Key Features of Jim Crow Laws

The primary features of Jim Crow laws included:

Segregation: Public facilities, schools, and transportation were segregated based on race.

Voting Restrictions: Laws such as literacy tests, poll taxes, and understanding clauses were

implemented to disenfranchise Black voters.

Civil Rights Violations: The laws stripped African Americans of basic civil rights, making it legal

to discriminate against them in almost every facet of life.

Social Norms: Racial etiquette dictated that African Americans had to give way to white

individuals and were often subjected to violence for non-compliance.

The Role of iCivics in Education

iCivics is a nonprofit organization founded by former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day

O'Connor. Its mission is to promote civic education through engaging and interactive learning



experiences. The platform provides various educational resources, including games, lesson plans, and

assessments related to governmental processes and civil rights.

Why Use iCivics for Teaching Jim Crow History?

Using iCivics to teach about Jim Crow laws offers several advantages:

1. Interactive Learning: Students engage actively with history, enhancing retention and understanding.
2. Critical Thinking: iCivics encourages students to analyze historical events critically and understand
their implications.

3. Accessible Resources: The iCivics platform provides a wealth of materials that are easily accessible
for teachers and students alike.

4. Alignment with Standards: iCivics resources are designed to meet educational standards, making

them suitable for a variety of classroom settings.

How to Use the iCivics Jim Crow Answer Key

The iCivics Jim Crow answer key serves as an essential guide for educators when utilizing the
platform's materials. Here’s how to effectively use the answer key in conjunction with the available

resources:

1. Pre-Assessment Preparation

Before diving into the lesson, it is beneficial to assess students' prior knowledge. This can be done

through:

- Discussion Questions: Ask students what they know about the Jim Crow era and its significance.



- Pre-Tests: Use quizzes to gauge students’ understanding of key concepts related to Jim Crow laws.

2. Interactive Activities

Utilize the interactive games and simulations on iCivics that focus on the impact of Jim Crow laws.
During these activities, the answer key can help educators facilitate discussions and clarify

misunderstandings.

3. Group Discussions

After completing the activities, engage students in group discussions. Use the answer key to guide the
conversation, ensuring that all students have a chance to voice their thoughts and reflect on the

material.

4. Assignments and Projects

Based on the lessons learned, assign projects that encourage deeper exploration of the Jim Crow era.

The answer key can help you assess student submissions effectively.

5. Post-Assessment

After the unit, conduct a post-assessment using the same or similar questions from the pre-test.

Compare the results to measure student growth and understanding of the material.



Additional Resources for Understanding Jim Crow Laws

In addition to the iCivics platform, there are numerous resources available to further explore the history

and impact of Jim Crow laws:

Books and Literature

- "The Jim Crow Laws" by David K. Fremon: A comprehensive overview of the laws and their societal
effects.
- "Just Mercy" by Bryan Stevenson: A poignant exploration of race, justice, and the legal system in

America.

Documentaries and Films

- "13th": A documentary that discusses the intersection of race, justice, and mass incarceration in the
United States.
- "Eyes on the Prize": An acclaimed documentary series chronicling the American civil rights

movement.

Online Resources

- The Library of Congress: Offers a wealth of primary sources related to Jim Crow laws.
- National Museum of African American History and Culture: Provides educational materials and

exhibitions focused on the African American experience, including the Jim Crow era.



Conclusion

Utilizing the icivics jim crow answer key is an invaluable asset for educators aiming to teach the
complexities of Jim Crow laws and their lasting impact on American society. By leveraging interactive
learning experiences through iCivics, educators can foster a deeper understanding of civil rights issues
among students, equipping them with the knowledge and critical thinking skills necessary to navigate
contemporary social justice issues. As students engage with the material, they can better appreciate
the historical context of racial segregation and the ongoing efforts to achieve equality in the United

States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is iCivics and how does it relate to the Jim Crow era?

iCivics is an educational platform that provides interactive lessons and games about civics education. It
includes resources that cover historical topics like the Jim Crow era, which was a period of racial

segregation laws in the United States.

What types of resources does iCivics provide for understanding Jim

Crow laws?

iCivics offers lesson plans, simulations, and interactive games that help students learn about Jim Crow

laws, their impact on society, and the civil rights movement that opposed them.

Are there specific games on iCivics that focus on the Jim Crow era?

Yes, iCivics features games such as 'Win the White House' that, while not exclusively about Jim Crow,

incorporate themes of civil rights and the political landscape during that time.



How can teachers use iCivics to teach about the Jim Crow era?

Teachers can use iCivics' lesson plans and engaging games to facilitate discussions about Jim Crow

laws, their historical context, and the civil rights movement, making the learning experience interactive.

What are the educational goals of iCivics regarding the Jim Crow era?

The educational goals of iCivics include promoting understanding of the impact of Jim Crow laws on
American society, fostering critical thinking about civil rights, and encouraging civic engagement

among students.

Is there a way to access the answer key for iCivics' lessons on Jim

Crow?

Yes, teachers can access answer keys and additional resources through their iCivics accounts, which

help in guiding discussions and assessments related to the Jim Crow era.

What impact did Jim Crow laws have on modern civics education?

Jim Crow laws serve as a critical topic in modern civics education, highlighting issues of racial
injustice, equality, and civil rights, which are essential for understanding contemporary social and

political dynamics.
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