
Illinois Selective Enrollment Study Guide

Illinois selective enrollment study guide is an essential resource for students aiming to secure a spot
in one of the selective enrollment schools in Chicago. These schools are highly competitive and offer
rigorous academic programs designed to prepare students for success in college and beyond. This
guide will cover everything you need to know about the selective enrollment process, including the
application requirements, testing procedures, and tips for preparation.

Understanding Selective Enrollment Schools

Selective enrollment schools in Illinois, particularly within the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) system,
are designed to provide advanced educational opportunities for gifted and high-achieving students.
These schools focus on academic excellence, often featuring specialized programs in science,
technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM).

Types of Selective Enrollment Schools

There are several types of selective enrollment schools in Illinois:

1. High Schools: These institutions often have specialized programs that focus on advanced
coursework and prepare students for college.
2. Magnet Schools: Designed to attract a diverse student body, magnet schools typically emphasize
specific themes, such as performing arts or international studies.
3. Gifted Programs: These programs cater to students who excel academically and require a more
challenging curriculum.

Benefits of Attending Selective Enrollment Schools

Students who are accepted into selective enrollment schools often enjoy various advantages,
including:

- Advanced Academic Curriculum: A challenging curriculum that prepares students for higher
education.
- College Preparation: Resources and support for college applications and scholarships.
- Extracurricular Opportunities: Access to various clubs, sports, and other activities that enhance the



educational experience.
- Diverse Environment: Exposure to peers from different backgrounds and cultures.

Application Process for Selective Enrollment Schools

The application process for selective enrollment schools can be daunting, but understanding the
steps involved can help streamline the experience.

Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for selective enrollment schools, students must meet specific criteria, including:

- Grade Level: Typically, students apply for entry into the 7th and 9th grades.
- Academic Performance: A strong academic record is crucial, often measured by report cards and
standardized test scores.
- Standardized Testing: Applicants must take the Selective Enrollment Exam (SEE), which assesses
their academic abilities.

Application Steps

1. Research Schools: Identify which selective enrollment schools align with the student’s interests
and academic goals.
2. Gather Documentation: Collect necessary documents such as report cards, test scores, and any
required essays or recommendations.
3. Complete the Application: Fill out the CPS application form accurately and submit it before the
deadline.
4. Prepare for the Selective Enrollment Exam: Students must prepare for the SEE, which is a critical
component of the application.

Selective Enrollment Exam (SEE)

The Selective Enrollment Exam is a standardized test that evaluates students’ academic abilities in
various subjects.

Exam Structure

The SEE typically includes the following components:

- Reading Comprehension: Tests the ability to understand and analyze written texts.
- Mathematics: Covers fundamental math concepts, including algebra and geometry.
- Science: Assesses knowledge of basic scientific principles and the scientific method.



- Language Arts: Evaluates grammar, writing skills, and vocabulary.

Preparation Tips for the SEE

1. Understand the Format: Familiarize yourself with the exam structure and types of questions.
2. Use Practice Tests: Take advantage of available practice tests to assess readiness and improve
test-taking skills.
3. Study Regularly: Develop a study schedule that allows for consistent review of material.
4. Seek Help: Consider hiring a tutor or enrolling in a test prep course to enhance understanding of
challenging concepts.
5. Stay Healthy: Ensure adequate rest, nutrition, and exercise leading up to the exam for optimal
performance.

Tips for a Strong Application

A strong application can significantly influence the chances of acceptance into selective enrollment
schools. Here are some tips:

Academic Record

- Maintain Good Grades: Consistently high grades in core subjects are essential.
- Extracurricular Activities: Participation in clubs, sports, or volunteer work demonstrates well-
roundedness.
- Personal Statement: Write a compelling personal statement that reflects the student's passion for
learning and future aspirations.

Recommendations

- Teacher Recommendations: Obtain recommendations from teachers who can speak to the student’s
academic abilities and character.
- Community Involvement: Highlight community service or leadership roles that showcase
commitment and responsibility.

Interviews and Assessments

Some schools may require interviews as part of the application process. Consider the following:

- Be Prepared: Practice common interview questions and articulate thoughts clearly.
- Show Enthusiasm: Express genuine interest in the school and its programs during the interview.



Resources for Students and Parents

There are numerous resources available to assist students and parents throughout the selective
enrollment application process.

Online Resources

- Chicago Public Schools Website: Provides detailed information about the application process,
deadlines, and school profiles.
- Prep Books: There are several books available that focus specifically on preparing for the SEE.
- Online Forums: Join forums or social media groups where parents and students share tips and
experiences.

Community Programs

- Tutoring Centers: Local tutoring centers often offer programs specifically designed to prepare
students for the SEE.
- Workshops: Attend workshops or informational sessions hosted by schools or community
organizations.

Final Thoughts

Preparing for the Illinois selective enrollment study guide can be an intensive and competitive
process. However, with careful planning, dedication, and the right resources, students can enhance
their chances of admission into these prestigious schools. By understanding the application process,
excelling in the Selective Enrollment Exam, and presenting a well-rounded application, students can
set themselves on a path toward academic success and a rewarding educational experience.
Remember, perseverance and preparation are key to navigating this challenging yet rewarding
journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Illinois Selective Enrollment
program?
The Illinois Selective Enrollment program aims to provide academically gifted students with
advanced educational opportunities in a competitive environment.

What subjects are typically covered in the Illinois Selective



Enrollment entrance exam?
The entrance exam typically covers reading comprehension, mathematics, and writing skills.

How can students prepare for the Illinois Selective Enrollment
exam?
Students can prepare by using study guides, practicing past exam questions, and participating in
preparatory classes or tutoring sessions.

What is the application process for the Illinois Selective
Enrollment program?
The application process usually involves submitting an online application, taking the entrance exam,
and providing academic records and recommendations.

What are some recommended resources for studying for the
Illinois Selective Enrollment exam?
Recommended resources include official study guides, online practice tests, and books focused on
test preparation for similar standardized exams.

Are there any specific eligibility requirements for the Illinois
Selective Enrollment program?
Eligibility requirements typically include being a resident of Chicago, being in grades 6 or 8 during
the application year, and meeting academic criteria.

What is the scoring system for the Illinois Selective
Enrollment exam?
The scoring system generally involves a point-based system where students are assessed in each
subject area, and scores are combined for an overall ranking.

How competitive is admission to the Illinois Selective
Enrollment schools?
Admission is highly competitive, with many applicants vying for a limited number of spots, making
high exam scores and strong academic records essential.

What types of schools are included in the Illinois Selective
Enrollment program?
The program includes various high schools in Chicago, known for their rigorous academic standards
and specialized programs.



When does the application period for the Illinois Selective
Enrollment program typically open?
The application period usually opens in the fall, with specific dates announced on the Chicago Public
Schools website.
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