
If Righteousness Came By The Law Kjv

If righteousness came by the law KJV, then the entire foundation of Christian doctrine
and belief would be markedly different. The concept of righteousness through the Law has
been a topic of theological debate for centuries, especially in the context of Christian
teachings derived from the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible. Understanding this
phrase requires an exploration of biblical texts, historical context, and theological
implications that shape the Christian faith today.

The Role of the Law in Biblical Context

The Law, particularly the Mosaic Law given to the Israelites in the Old Testament, serves
as a critical element in Jewish and Christian theology. It comprises various
commandments and statutes that were meant to guide the Israelites in their covenant
relationship with God.

Understanding the Mosaic Law

1. The Ten Commandments: These are the most well-known laws, serving as a moral



foundation for both Jewish and Christian ethics.
2. Ceremonial Laws: These laws pertain to religious rituals, sacrifices, and the priesthood.
3. Civil Laws: These regulations govern the conduct of the Israelites as a community.

The Law was intended to provide structure and guidance, leading the people to live
righteously. However, the interpretation of whether righteousness can be attained
through adherence to the Law has been a subject of significant theological discourse.

The New Testament Perspective

The New Testament offers a re-evaluation of the relationship between law and
righteousness. Key figures, especially the Apostle Paul, addressed this issue directly,
emphasizing the limitations of the Law.

Paul’s Teachings on Righteousness

In his letters, particularly to the Romans and Galatians, Paul argues that righteousness
does not come through the Law:

- Romans 3:20 (KJV): "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in
his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin."
- Galatians 2:16 (KJV): "Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by
the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified
by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no
flesh be justified."

These passages highlight that the Law serves primarily to reveal sin rather than to provide
a means for achieving righteousness.

Faith versus Law

Paul emphasizes a critical distinction between faith and the Law. The argument can be
summarized as follows:

1. Faith in Christ: Righteousness is attained through faith in Jesus Christ, who fulfilled the
Law and provided a new covenant.
2. Limitations of the Law: The Law exposes human sinfulness, making it clear that no one
can achieve righteousness through their own efforts.
3. Transformation: Believers are transformed and empowered by the Holy Spirit, enabling
them to live righteously, not by the Law but through faith.



Theological Implications of Righteousness and
the Law

The debate over whether righteousness comes from the Law leads to several theological
implications that impact Christian belief and practice.

Understanding Justification

Justification is a key doctrine in Christianity, referring to being declared righteous in the
sight of God. The relationship between the Law and justification is crucial:

- Imputed Righteousness: Christians believe that righteousness is attributed to them
through faith in Christ rather than earned through adherence to the Law.
- Grace: This doctrine emphasizes that salvation is a gift of grace, not a result of works.

Righteousness as a Fruit of Faith

Another significant aspect of the relationship between law and righteousness is that true
righteousness is a result of genuine faith:

- Living Righteously: Believers are called to live righteously, not to earn salvation, but as a
response to the grace that has been given to them.
- The Role of the Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit guides and empowers believers to live
according to God’s will, which naturally leads to righteous living.

Practical Applications for Believers

Understanding that righteousness does not come by the Law has practical implications for
Christians today.

Living in Grace

1. Embrace Grace: Believers should understand that their standing before God is based on
grace, not on their ability to follow rules.
2. Avoid Legalism: Legalistic attitudes can lead to spiritual pride or despair. Instead,
Christians are called to live in the freedom of grace.

Focusing on Relationship, Not Rules



1. Cultivating a Relationship with God: Rather than focusing on a checklist of behaviors,
believers should seek to grow in their relationship with God through prayer, worship, and
studying the Scriptures.
2. Love as the Fulfillment of the Law: Jesus taught that love fulfills the Law (Matthew
22:37-40). Christians are called to love God and their neighbors, which encapsulates the
essence of righteous living.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the assertion that if righteousness came by the law KJV leads to a
critical examination of the relationship between the Law and righteousness in both the Old
and New Testaments. While the Law served its purpose in revealing sin and guiding the
people of Israel, the New Testament teaches that true righteousness comes through faith
in Jesus Christ, empowering believers to live righteously not through the Law but through
grace. Understanding this concept not only deepens one's theological knowledge but also
transforms the way Christians approach their faith and relationship with God. Embracing
grace and focusing on love allows believers to live out their faith authentically and
meaningfully in a world that desperately needs the message of hope and redemption.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'if righteousness came by the law'
mean in the context of Galatians 2:21?
In Galatians 2:21, the phrase suggests that if righteousness could be achieved through
adherence to the law, then Christ's sacrifice would be rendered meaningless. It
emphasizes that righteousness is obtained through faith in Jesus, not by following the law.

How does Romans 3:20 relate to the idea of
righteousness and the law?
Romans 3:20 states that 'by the law is the knowledge of sin.' This indicates that the law
serves to reveal sin rather than provide a means to attain righteousness, reinforcing the
idea that righteousness comes through faith, not legalistic observance.

What role does faith play in achieving righteousness
according to the New Testament?
The New Testament teaches that faith in Jesus Christ is the key to achieving
righteousness. Passages like Romans 1:17 and Philippians 3:9 highlight that righteousness
is credited to those who believe, contrasting the limitations of the law.

How do different Christian denominations interpret the



relationship between law and righteousness?
Interpretations vary among denominations; some emphasize grace and faith over law (e.g.,
Protestants), while others may uphold the importance of the law in moral guidance (e.g.,
some Catholic and Orthodox teachings). However, many agree that faith in Christ is
essential for righteousness.

What is the significance of the phrase 'the law was our
schoolmaster' in Galatians 3:24?
In Galatians 3:24, the law is described as a 'schoolmaster' that leads us to Christ. This
signifies that the law's purpose was to guide and prepare humanity for the coming of
Christ, who provides true righteousness through faith.
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