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FORMA VS. INFORMAL WRITING

Formal Informal
| am writing to inform you that... | | wanted to let you know that...
| am writing in reference to... I'm just writing to say that...

_ ” Just wanted to update you
As per our conversation, | am emailing to...

on...
Thank you for your inquiry about... | Yes, | saw your email about..
Thank you for your email about... Did you see the email | sent about...?

Informal definition in writing examples serve as a critical tool for writers, helping to clarify concepts,
terms, or ideas that may be unfamiliar to their audience. In essence, informal definitions are those
that provide a more casual or conversational explanation of a term. This approach not only aids
comprehension but also creates a more engaging reading experience. By using relatable language,
analogies, or personal anecdotes, writers can make complex ideas accessible and enjoyable. This
article will explore the concept of informal definitions in writing, provide examples, and discuss their
importance in effective communication.

Understanding Informal Definitions

What is an Informal Definition?

An informal definition is a way of explaining a term or concept using everyday language rather than
technical jargon. Unlike formal definitions, which often rely on precise language and may include
citations or references, informal definitions aim to simplify and clarify. They can be particularly
useful in creative writing, blogs, and articles where the goal is to connect with the reader on a more
personal level.

For example, instead of defining "photosynthesis" as "the process by which green plants and some
other organisms use sunlight to synthesize foods with the help of chlorophyll," an informal definition
might say, "Photosynthesis is like how plants make their own food using sunlight, kind of like



cooking with solar power."

Characteristics of Informal Definitions

Informal definitions share several key characteristics:
1. Conversational Tone: They often mimic everyday speech, making them approachable.
2. Simplicity: They use simple words and phrases that are easy to understand.

3. Relatable Examples: They may include analogies or examples that relate to everyday experiences.
4. Personal Touch: Writers often use anecdotes or personal stories to illustrate a point.

Examples of Informal Definitions

To illustrate the concept of informal definitions, here are several examples across different contexts:

Everyday Terms

1. Happiness: Happiness is that warm, fuzzy feeling you get when you see your favorite person after
a long time or when you’re curled up with a great book and a cup of hot cocoa.

2. Friendship: Friendship is like having a partner in crime; someone who’s got your back no matter
what and knows all your secrets but won’t spill them.

3. Adventure: Adventure is stepping out of your comfort zone, whether it’s trying a new food, going
on a spontaneous road trip, or just exploring a new part of town.

Technical Terms in Simple Language

1. Blockchain: Think of blockchain as a digital notebook that everyone can see. Once you write
something down, it can’t be erased, and everyone has a copy, so no one can cheat.

2. Artificial Intelligence (AI): Al is like having a really smart assistant that can learn from
experiences and help you with tasks, like a personal librarian who knows exactly what you like to

read.

3. Ecosystem: An ecosystem is like a neighborhood where all living things, from the tiniest bug to
the biggest tree, depend on each other to live and thrive.

Literary Terms

1. Metaphor: A metaphor is like saying someone is a "night owl" to mean they stay up late; it's a way



of comparing two things without using "like" or "as."

2. Foreshadowing: Foreshadowing is like a movie trailer that hints at what’s coming next in a story,
giving you clues without giving everything away.

3. Allegory: An allegory is a story with a hidden meaning, like a fairy tale that teaches a lesson about
life through its characters and events.

The Importance of Informal Definitions in Writing

Informal definitions play a vital role in writing for several reasons:

Enhancing Comprehension

Informal definitions break down complex ideas into digestible pieces. When readers encounter
unfamiliar terms, an informal definition can provide immediate understanding, allowing them to
continue engaging with the text without losing the thread of the argument or narrative.

Building Connection with the Audience

Using a conversational tone helps writers establish a rapport with their audience. When readers feel
that the writer is speaking to them personally, they are more likely to engage with the material and
feel connected to the content.

Encouraging Creativity

Informal definitions can inspire creativity in writing. By using analogies, anecdotes, or humor,
writers can make their work more enjoyable and memorable. This creativity not only enhances the
reading experience but also encourages readers to think critically about the concepts being
discussed.

How to Craft Informal Definitions

Creating effective informal definitions requires a few essential steps:

1. Know Your Audience

Understanding who your readers are is crucial. Consider their background knowledge and what
language they will find relatable. Tailoring your definitions to your audience will make your writing



more effective.

2. Use Analogies and Examples

Analogies are powerful tools for informal definitions. They can simplify complex ideas by comparing
them to everyday experiences. For instance, explaining "gravity" as "the invisible force that keeps
your feet on the ground, kind of like a giant magnet pulling you down" makes the concept more
relatable.

3. Keep It Simple

Avoid using jargon or overly complex language. The goal of an informal definition is to clarify, not
confuse. Use everyday language and short sentences to enhance clarity.

4. Be Personal

Incorporating personal anecdotes or experiences can help illustrate your definition. This personal
touch makes your writing more engaging and relatable.

5. Revise and Edit

After writing your informal definition, take the time to revise and edit. Ensure that it flows well, is
easy to understand, and effectively conveys the intended meaning.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While crafting informal definitions, writers should be aware of common pitfalls:

1. Overcomplicating Language: Using complex vocabulary can alienate readers. Stick to simple
words and phrases.

2. Being Too Casual: While the tone should be conversational, avoid being overly casual, which can
undermine your credibility.

3. Neglecting Context: Always provide enough context for the term being defined. Readers should
understand why the definition is relevant to the topic.

4. Failing to Engage: Informal definitions should be engaging. Avoid dry explanations that could
bore the reader.



Conclusion

In summary, informal definitions in writing examples are invaluable tools for making complex ideas
accessible and relatable. By adopting a conversational tone, using simple language, and
incorporating analogies and personal anecdotes, writers can effectively clarify terms and concepts
for their audience. Informal definitions not only enhance comprehension but also foster a connection
between the writer and the reader. By understanding and applying the principles of informal
definitions, writers can improve their communication skills and create more engaging and impactful
content. So the next time you encounter a term that could use some explaining, consider how an
informal definition might help bridge the gap between your knowledge and that of your audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an informal definition in writing?

An informal definition in writing is a casual explanation of a term or concept, often using everyday
language and examples to clarify its meaning.

Can you provide an example of an informal definition?

Sure! For the term 'friend,' an informal definition might be: 'A friend is someone you enjoy spending
time with, like your buddy who plays video games with you on weekends.'

How do informal definitions differ from formal definitions?

Informal definitions use simple, relatable language and often include examples or anecdotes, while
formal definitions are more precise and typically found in dictionaries.

Why are informal definitions useful in writing?

Informal definitions are useful because they make complex ideas more accessible, helping readers
understand concepts without needing specialized knowledge.

In what contexts might informal definitions be used?

Informal definitions are often used in personal writing, blogs, educational materials, and creative
writing to engage readers and simplify explanations.

Can informal definitions enhance a narrative or storytelling?

Yes, informal definitions can enhance narratives by providing relatable context, enriching character
development, and making the story more engaging for the reader.
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