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The International Baccalaureate (IB) Chemistry Internal Assessment (IA) is a vital component of the IB
Diploma Programme that enables students to engage in scientific inquiry and develop practical laboratory
skills. This project allows students to explore a chemistry topic of personal interest while applying the
concepts learned in class. Choosing an appropriate topic is crucial, as it can influence the depth of research,
experimentation, and analysis. In this article, we will explore various IB Chemistry IA examples, including ideas
for experiments, data analysis techniques, and tips for writing the assessment.



Understanding the IB Chemistry Internal Assessment

The IB Chemistry IA is an individual investigation that accounts for 20% of the final grade in the IB Chemistry
course. It is designed to assess students' abilities to:

1. Formulate a research question.
2. Design and carry out experiments.
3. Analyze data and draw conclusions.
4. Evaluate the investigation and its implications.

The IA is assessed based on several criteria, including personal engagement, exploration, analysis, evaluation,
and communication. Thus, students must ensure that their chosen topic not only interests them but also
allows for a thorough investigation.

Choosing a Topic for the Internal Assessment

Selecting a suitable topic can be challenging. Here are some guidelines to help students choose an effective IA
topic:

1. Personal Interest
- Choose a topic that genuinely interests you, as this will keep you motivated throughout the investigation.
- Consider topics related to your hobbies or future career aspirations.

2. Investigable Questions
- Ensure that the topic allows for the formulation of a clear, focused research question.
- The question should be specific enough to guide your investigation but broad enough to allow for
exploration.

3. Availability of Resources
- Verify that you have access to the necessary materials, equipment, and literature to conduct your research.
- Consider the feasibility of performing experiments within the given time frame and resources.

4. Scope for Analysis
- Choose a topic that will enable you to collect sufficient data for analysis.
- Consider whether the experiment can yield quantifiable results that can be interpreted statistically.

Examples of IB Chemistry Internal Assessment Topics

Here are several examples of potential IA topics that demonstrate a range of themes and experimental
approaches.



1. Investigating Factors Affecting Reaction Rates
- Research Question: How does the concentration of hydrochloric acid affect the rate of reaction with
magnesium ribbon?
- Experiment: Vary the concentration of hydrochloric acid and measure the time taken for a fixed length of
magnesium ribbon to completely dissolve.
- Analysis: Use graphs to illustrate the relationship between concentration and reaction time and discuss the
collision theory in relation to your findings.

2. Exploring Acid-Base Titration
- Research Question: What is the effect of temperature on the pH of various fruit juices?
- Experiment: Measure the pH of fruit juices at different temperatures using a calibrated pH meter, then analyze
how temperature influences acidity.
- Analysis: Discuss the implications of your results for food storage and preservation.

3. Investigating the Effect of Temperature on Solubility
- Research Question: How does temperature affect the solubility of sodium chloride in water?
- Experiment: Prepare saturated solutions of sodium chloride at various temperatures and measure the mass of
solute that dissolves.
- Analysis: Create a solubility curve and discuss potential applications in industries such as food and
pharmaceuticals.

4. Analyzing the Composition of Household Products
- Research Question: What is the concentration of active ingredients in different brands of commercial bleach?
- Experiment: Use titration to determine the concentration of sodium hypochlorite in various bleach samples.
- Analysis: Compare results with product labels and discuss the implications for consumer safety.

5. Investigating Enzyme Activity
- Research Question: How does temperature affect the activity of catalase in potato extracts?
- Experiment: Measure the volume of oxygen produced by catalase at different temperatures.
- Analysis: Discuss the results in relation to enzyme kinetics and the importance of enzymes in biological
systems.

Data Collection and Analysis Techniques

Once a research question and methodology have been established, collecting and analyzing data accurately is
crucial for a successful IA. Here are some techniques to consider:

1. Quantitative Data Collection
- Use calibrated equipment for measurements (e.g., graduated cylinders, pipettes).
- Take multiple readings to ensure reliability and minimize errors.
- Maintain a detailed lab notebook documenting all procedures and observations.



2. Qualitative Data Collection
- Record qualitative observations, such as color changes or precipitate formation.
- Use photographs or videos to document experimental procedures and results.

3. Statistical Analysis
- Utilize statistical tools (e.g., mean, standard deviation, and error analysis) to interpret your results.
- Graph data using appropriate software or graph paper, ensuring to label axes and include units.

Writing the IB Chemistry Internal Assessment

The final write-up of the IA is an essential component that communicates your findings and analysis. Here’s how
to structure your report effectively:

1. Title Page
- Include the title of your investigation, your name, candidate number, subject, and date.

2. Introduction
- Provide background information on your topic and explain the significance of your research question.
- State your research question clearly.

3. Methodology
- Describe the experimental procedure step-by-step.
- Include diagrams if necessary and specify any equipment used.

4. Results
- Present your data in tables and graphs.
- Provide a narrative description of the results.

5. Discussion/Analysis
- Interpret your results in the context of your research question.
- Discuss any anomalies and the reliability of your data.

6. Conclusion
- Summarize your findings and their implications.
- Suggest areas for further research.

7. References
- Cite all sources used in your research, including books, articles, and websites.



Final Tips for a Successful IB Chemistry Internal Assessment

To ensure a successful IA, consider the following tips:

- Plan Ahead: Start early to allow ample time for experimentation, analysis, and writing.
- Seek Feedback: Regularly consult with your teacher or peers for constructive feedback on your progress.
- Stay Organized: Keep all materials and data well-organized for easy reference during writing.
- Reflect on Your Work: After completing your IA, reflect on the skills you developed and what you learned
through the process.

In conclusion, the IB Chemistry Internal Assessment offers students an excellent opportunity to explore
scientific inquiries and apply their knowledge in a practical setting. By choosing an engaging topic, employing
robust experimental techniques, and effectively communicating their findings, students can excel in this integral
component of their IB Chemistry education.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common examples of topics for an IB Chemistry Internal
Assessment?
Common topics include investigating the effect of temperature on reaction rates, analyzing the concentration
of caffeine in different types of coffee, and examining the pH levels of various household products.

How can I ensure my IB Chemistry IA is original?
To ensure originality, choose a unique research question, conduct experiments in a novel way, and avoid using
previously published data or methods that are overly common in other IAs.

What are the key components of a successful IB Chemistry Internal
Assessment?
A successful IA includes a clear research question, a well-structured methodology, thorough data analysis,
a discussion of results, and a reflection on the limitations of the investigation.

How important is the data analysis section in the IB Chemistry IA?
The data analysis section is crucial as it demonstrates your ability to interpret results, apply statistical
methods, and draw conclusions based on the data collected.

What are some tips for writing the conclusion of the IB Chemistry IA?
In your conclusion, summarize the key findings, relate them back to your research question, discuss any
discrepancies, and suggest further research or improvements for future investigations.

Can I use simulations for my IB Chemistry IA?
Yes, simulations can be used, but it's important to clearly state their limitations and ensure that they
complement experimental data rather than replace it.
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