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The Illinois Science Assessment (ISA) is a standardized test designed to evaluate students'
understanding of science concepts and practices as outlined in the Illinois Learning Standards for
Science. As part of the statewide assessment system, the ISA is crucial for measuring student
achievement and guiding curriculum improvements in schools across Illinois. This article will explore
sample questions from the Illinois Science Assessment, providing insights into the types of questions
students may encounter, as well as tips for preparation and understanding the assessment's
structure.

Overview of the Illinois Science Assessment

The Illinois Science Assessment is administered to students in grades 5, 8, and high school (typically
11th grade). It assesses their knowledge and skills in science across three major domains:

1. Physical Sciences
2. Life Sciences



3. Earth and Space Sciences

The assessment aligns with the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), which emphasize
scientific practices, crosscutting concepts, and disciplinary core ideas. The ISA focuses on assessing
not only students' content knowledge but also their ability to apply scientific reasoning and problem-
solving skills.

Structure of the Illinois Science Assessment

The ISA consists of two main components: multiple-choice questions and performance tasks.

Multiple-Choice Questions

These questions assess a range of topics and skills, including:

- Understanding scientific concepts
- Analyzing data
- Interpreting models
- Evaluating claims and evidence

Each question typically presents a scenario or a scientific phenomenon, followed by several answer
choices. Students must select the most appropriate response based on their knowledge and
understanding of the material.

Performance Tasks

Performance tasks require students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills through hands-on
activities or investigations. These tasks often involve:

- Designing experiments
- Collecting and analyzing data
- Drawing conclusions based on evidence

Performance tasks are designed to assess students' abilities to apply science concepts in real-world
situations, fostering critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

Sample Questions from the Illinois Science Assessment

To provide a better understanding of the types of questions students might encounter, here are some
sample questions representative of the ISA format.



Sample Multiple-Choice Questions

1. Question 1: Physical Science
A student conducts an experiment to determine how temperature affects the solubility of sugar in
water. Which of the following is the independent variable in this experiment?
- A) The amount of sugar added
- B) The temperature of the water
- C) The amount of water used
- D) The time taken to dissolve the sugar

Correct Answer: B) The temperature of the water

2. Question 2: Life Science
Which of the following best describes the role of producers in an ecosystem?
- A) They consume other organisms for energy.
- B) They decompose organic matter.
- C) They convert sunlight into chemical energy.
- D) They compete for resources with other organisms.

Correct Answer: C) They convert sunlight into chemical energy.

3. Question 3: Earth and Space Science
What is the primary cause of seasons on Earth?
- A) The distance between the Earth and the Sun
- B) The tilt of the Earth's axis
- C) The rotation of the Earth on its axis
- D) The shape of the Earth's orbit

Correct Answer: B) The tilt of the Earth's axis.

Sample Performance Task

Task: Investigating Plant Growth

Students are provided with three pots of soil and three identical seeds. They will grow the seeds
under three different conditions: one pot in sunlight, one pot in shade, and one pot under artificial
light.

Instructions:

1. Formulate a hypothesis about how light conditions will affect plant growth.
2. Describe the steps you will take to conduct your experiment.
3. Collect data on the height of the plants over two weeks.
4. Analyze your data and draw conclusions based on your observations.

Evaluation Criteria:

- Clarity and relevance of the hypothesis



- Appropriateness of the experimental design
- Accuracy of data collection
- Logical reasoning in drawing conclusions

Preparing for the Illinois Science Assessment

Preparation for the ISA is essential for success. Here are some effective strategies for students and
educators:

1. Understand the Format

Familiarize yourself with the structure of the assessment, including types of questions and
performance tasks. Reviewing sample questions can help students become comfortable with the
format.

2. Review Key Concepts

Focus on the core scientific concepts outlined in the Illinois Learning Standards. Key areas include:

- Scientific investigation and reasoning
- Understanding systems and their interactions
- Analyzing and interpreting data
- Applying scientific principles to real-world problems

3. Engage in Hands-On Learning

Participating in labs and hands-on activities will not only reinforce theoretical knowledge but also
enhance practical skills, which are crucial for performance tasks.

4. Practice with Mock Assessments

Taking practice tests can help students build confidence and improve their time management skills
during the actual assessment. Mock tests provide a low-pressure environment to assess readiness.

5. Discuss with Peers and Educators

Group study sessions can facilitate discussions about complex topics, allowing students to learn from
one another. Engaging with educators for clarification on difficult concepts can also be beneficial.



Conclusion

The Illinois Science Assessment plays a vital role in assessing students' understanding of scientific
concepts and practices. By familiarizing themselves with the types of questions and the overall format
of the assessment, students can enhance their preparation strategies. Through hands-on learning,
peer discussions, and practice assessments, students will be better equipped to succeed in the ISA
and develop a lifelong appreciation for science. The knowledge and skills acquired through this
process not only prepare students for the assessment but also lay a strong foundation for future
scientific inquiry and exploration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Illinois Science Assessment sample questions
designed to evaluate?
They are designed to evaluate students' understanding of scientific concepts and principles as
outlined in the Illinois Learning Standards for Science.

Where can I find official Illinois Science Assessment sample
questions?
Official sample questions can be found on the Illinois State Board of Education's website, which
provides resources and practice tests for students and educators.

What grade levels are primarily targeted by the Illinois
Science Assessment?
The Illinois Science Assessment primarily targets students in grades 5, 8, and 11.

How do the sample questions reflect the actual assessment
format?
The sample questions mimic the structure, types of questions, and content areas that will appear on
the actual assessment, including multiple-choice and constructed response items.

Why is it important for students to practice with sample
questions?
Practicing with sample questions helps students familiarize themselves with the format and content of
the assessment, reducing anxiety and improving performance.

Are there any specific topics covered in the Illinois Science
Assessment sample questions?
Yes, the sample questions cover various topics including life sciences, physical sciences, earth and
space sciences, and engineering practices.



How can teachers incorporate Illinois Science Assessment
sample questions into their curriculum?
Teachers can use the sample questions as part of formative assessments, group discussions, or as
homework assignments to reinforce scientific concepts and prepare students for the assessment.
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