
Idaho State Travel Guide

Idaho state travel guide: A hidden gem in the Pacific Northwest, Idaho is renowned for
its stunning landscapes, outdoor adventures, and rich cultural heritage. From the rugged
mountains to serene lakes and vibrant cities, Idaho offers a diverse range of experiences
for travelers. This guide will help you navigate the best places to visit, activities to enjoy,
and tips for making the most of your trip to Idaho.

Top Destinations in Idaho

Idaho is home to many unique destinations that showcase its natural beauty and cultural
significance. Here are some of the must-visit places:



1. Boise
Boise, the state capital, is a vibrant city brimming with art, culture, and outdoor activities.

- Downtown Boise: Explore a variety of local shops, restaurants, and the famous Boise
River Greenbelt, ideal for biking and walking.
- Cultural Attractions: Visit the Boise Art Museum, Idaho State Capitol, and the historic
Old Idaho Penitentiary.
- Outdoor Activities: Take advantage of nearby hiking trails in the foothills, such as
Camel’s Back Park or the Ridge to Rivers trail system.

2. Coeur d’Alene
Nestled in the northern part of the state, Coeur d’Alene is famous for its stunning lake and
outdoor recreational opportunities.

- Lake Coeur d’Alene: Enjoy boating, fishing, or simply relaxing by the water. The lake is
also home to the world’s only floating golf green!
- Hiking and Biking: Explore the numerous trails around the lake, including the scenic
North Idaho Centennial Trail.
- Winter Sports: In winter, head to nearby ski resorts like Silver Mountain and Lookout
Pass for skiing and snowboarding.

3. Sun Valley
Known as a celebrity hotspot, Sun Valley is a year-round destination for outdoor
enthusiasts.

- Skiing and Snowboarding: The Sun Valley Resort features some of the best slopes in the
country.
- Summer Activities: In warmer months, enjoy hiking, mountain biking, and golfing amidst
breathtaking mountain scenery.
- Cultural Events: Don’t miss the Sun Valley Film Festival and the annual Sun Valley Music
Festival.

4. Idaho Falls
Idaho Falls, located in the eastern part of the state, offers a mix of urban amenities and
outdoor adventures.

- Idaho Falls River Walk: Stroll along the riverwalk and take in views of the falls and
sculptures that line the path.
- Cultural Attractions: Visit the Museum of Idaho and the Idaho Falls Zoo, both great for
families.
- Gateway to National Parks: This city serves as a convenient base for exploring
Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks.



Natural Wonders of Idaho

Idaho’s natural beauty is one of its most appealing aspects. Here are some of the state’s
most breathtaking natural wonders:

1. Shoshone Falls
Often referred to as the "Niagara of the West," Shoshone Falls is actually higher than
Niagara Falls.

- Visit in Spring: The best time to see the falls is during the spring when the snowmelt
creates a powerful flow.
- Viewing Areas: There are several viewing platforms offering stunning perspectives of the
falls and the surrounding canyon.

2. Craters of the Moon National Monument
This unique landscape is characterized by volcanic craters, lava flows, and otherworldly
terrain.

- Hiking Trails: Numerous trails allow visitors to explore the unique geological formations,
including the popular Inferno Cone and Tree Molds trails.
- Stargazing: The park is designated as a Dark Sky Park, making it an excellent location
for stargazing.

3. Hells Canyon National Recreation Area
Home to the deepest river gorge in North America, Hells Canyon is a paradise for outdoor
enthusiasts.

- Hiking and Rafting: Explore the rugged terrain on foot or experience the thrill of white-
water rafting on the Snake River.
- Wildlife Viewing: Keep an eye out for eagles, deer, and other wildlife that inhabit the
area.

Outdoor Activities

Idaho’s diverse landscapes offer an abundance of outdoor activities throughout the year.
Here are some popular options:

1. Hiking and Camping
Idaho is home to an extensive network of hiking trails suitable for all skill levels.



- Popular Trails: Some notable trails include:
- Sawtooth National Recreation Area: Offers spectacular views and challenging hikes.
- Hell’s Canyon Trails: Ideal for those looking for a more rugged experience.
- Camping: Numerous campgrounds provide access to nature and outdoor adventures.

2. Fishing and Boating
With numerous rivers and lakes, Idaho is a haven for fishing and boating enthusiasts.

- Top Fishing Spots: Notable locations include the Salmon River, Snake River, and Lake
Pend Oreille.
- Boating: Rent a boat or kayak to explore Idaho’s vast waterways, whether for fishing or
enjoyment.

3. Skiing and Snowboarding
Idaho is a winter wonderland with various ski resorts to choose from.

- Top Resorts: Some of the best include:
- Sun Valley Resort: Offers a mix of slopes for all levels.
- Bogus Basin: Just outside Boise, it provides affordable skiing options.
- Snow Activities: Beyond skiing, try snowshoeing, sledding, or snowmobiling.

Local Cuisine and Culture

Idaho’s culture is rich and diverse, with a culinary scene that reflects its agricultural
heritage.

1. Famous Idaho Potatoes
Idaho is known for its high-quality potatoes, which are a staple in many dishes.

- Potato Festivals: Attend local festivals celebrating potatoes, such as the Idaho Potato
Drop in Boise.
- Culinary Dishes: Don’t miss trying loaded baked potatoes, potato pancakes, and fries at
local diners.

2. Local Breweries and Wineries
Idaho’s craft beer and wine scene has been growing rapidly.

- Breweries: Explore local breweries in Boise and Coeur d’Alene, sampling unique brews.
- Wineries: Visit the Snake River Valley for tastings at local wineries, known for their
award-winning wines.



3. Cultural Events and Festivals
Experience Idaho’s culture through various events and festivals held throughout the year.

- Famous Events:
- Boise Music Festival: A celebration of music and culture each summer.
- Idaho State Fair: Held annually in Boise, showcasing local agriculture, crafts, and
entertainment.

Travel Tips for Idaho

Before you embark on your Idaho adventure, consider these travel tips to enhance your
experience:

1. Best Time to Visit
- Summer (June to August): Ideal for outdoor activities and festivals.
- Fall (September to November): Great for witnessing stunning fall foliage.
- Winter (December to February): Perfect for skiing and winter sports.

2. Getting Around
- Car Rentals: Consider renting a car for flexibility, especially if planning to visit remote
areas.
- Public Transport: Boise has public transit options, but many rural areas may require a
vehicle.

3. Safety and Preparedness
- Outdoor Safety: Always check weather conditions and trail advisories before heading out.
- Wildlife Precautions: Be aware of wildlife and follow guidelines to ensure safe
encounters.

In conclusion, Idaho is a captivating destination filled with natural beauty, outdoor
adventures, and rich cultural experiences. Whether you’re exploring its vibrant cities,
hiking majestic mountains, or indulging in local cuisine, this Idaho state travel guide
will help you discover all that this remarkable state has to offer.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the must-visit national parks in Idaho?
Idaho is home to several stunning national parks, including Yellowstone National Park,
which partially extends into Idaho, and Craters of the Moon National Monument, known



for its unique volcanic landscape.

What outdoor activities can I enjoy in Idaho?
Idaho offers a variety of outdoor activities such as hiking, fishing, skiing, white-water
rafting, and mountain biking, making it a great destination for adventure enthusiasts.

What is the best time of year to visit Idaho?
The best time to visit Idaho depends on your interests: summer (June to August) is ideal
for outdoor activities, while winter (December to March) is perfect for skiing and snow
sports.

What unique attractions should I check out in Idaho?
Unique attractions in Idaho include the Idaho Potato Museum, the World Center for Birds
of Prey, and the scenic Shoshone Falls, which is often referred to as the 'Niagara of the
West'.

Are there any famous scenic byways in Idaho?
Yes, Idaho boasts several scenic byways, including the Sawtooth Scenic Byway and the
Payette River Scenic Byway, both offering breathtaking views of the state's natural
beauty.

What are the top cities to visit in Idaho?
Top cities to visit in Idaho include Boise, the state capital known for its vibrant cultural
scene, Coeur d'Alene, famous for its stunning lake, and Idaho Falls, which has beautiful
parks and waterfalls.

What are some local foods to try while in Idaho?
While in Idaho, be sure to try local specialties such as Idaho potatoes, huckleberries, and
the famous finger steaks, which are battered and deep-fried strips of beef.
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