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In His Steps Abridged Christian Classics is a profound literary work that has left an
indelible mark on Christian literature. Written by Charles M. Sheldon in 1896, this book
explores the transformative power of faith through the lens of everyday life. The narrative
challenges readers to contemplate a fundamental question: What would Jesus do? This
article will delve into the significance of "In His Steps," its themes, characters, and the
impact it has had on Christian thought and practice.

Historical Context

"In His Steps" was written during a time of significant social change in America. The late
19th century was marked by the Industrial Revolution, which brought about urbanization
and a burgeoning middle class. However, it was also a period rife with social issues,
including poverty, inequality, and a decline in moral standards. Sheldon, a Congregational
minister, aimed to address these challenges through his writings.

The Genesis of the Book

The book's inception stemmed from Sheldon’s desire to inspire Christians to live out their



faith actively. He believed that many Christians had become stagnant, merely attending
church without applying their beliefs to their daily lives. Through "In His Steps," he sought
to provoke thought and action among believers.

Plot Summary

The narrative follows the lives of several characters in the fictional town of Raymond. The
story begins when a homeless man enters a church and asks for help. When the
congregation fails to assist him, the pastor, Henry Maxwell, feels a deep sense of guilt and
questions his faith. This moment serves as the catalyst for the rest of the story.

After the pastor challenges his congregation to consider what Jesus would do in their
situation, four individuals—Maxwell, a wealthy businessman, a young newspaper editor,
and a struggling singer—commit to living their lives by asking this question in all
circumstances. Their journeys unfold in a series of events that illustrate the struggles and
triumphs of trying to emulate Christ in a complex world.

Main Characters

- Henry Maxwell: The protagonist, a pastor who initiates the movement to live by the
principle of asking “What would Jesus do?”

- Rachel Winslow: A talented singer who faces personal struggles and seeks to use her
gifts to serve others.

- Edward Norman: A wealthy businessman who grapples with the moral implications of his
wealth.

- John C. W. Smith: A young newspaper editor who seeks to bring truth to light through his
work.

Themes and Messages

"In His Steps" is rich with themes that resonate even today. Below are some of the most
prominent:

Faith in Action

One of the primary messages of the book is the importance of putting faith into action.
Sheldon emphasizes that true Christianity is not merely about belief but about living out
those beliefs in practical ways. The characters in the novel each face challenges that test
their commitment, leading to moments of growth and understanding.



Social Responsibility

Sheldon addresses social issues such as poverty, inequality, and moral decay. Through the
characters' experiences, he illustrates how Christians are called to engage with societal
problems and help those in need. This theme encourages readers to consider their role in
the community and the impact of their choices.

The Power of Community

The book also highlights the importance of community and accountability among
believers. As the characters navigate their challenges, they find strength and support in
one another. This aspect of the story reinforces the idea that faith is not meant to be lived
in isolation but in fellowship with others.

Literary Style

Sheldon’s writing style is straightforward and accessible, making the book suitable for a
wide audience. The narrative is interspersed with dialogue that reveals the characters'
thoughts and struggles, allowing readers to connect with their journeys on a personal
level. The use of a fictional town as the backdrop provides a relatable setting for the
story's moral dilemmas.

Abridged Versions

Over the years, "In His Steps" has been abridged and adapted into various formats,
including audio recordings and study guides. These versions aim to make the core
messages of the book more accessible, especially for those who may find the original text
challenging. The abridged editions maintain the essence of Sheldon’s work while
streamlining the narrative for modern readers.

Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, "In His Steps" has sold millions of copies and has been translated
into numerous languages. Its influence extends beyond literature into popular culture,
giving rise to the ubiquitous phrase "What would Jesus do?" This phrase has inspired a
movement within Christianity, prompting believers to reflect on their actions and
decisions in light of their faith.

Influence on Christian Movements



The book has served as a catalyst for various Christian movements and organizations that
emphasize social justice and community service. Churches and groups often reference the
principles outlined in "In His Steps" to encourage members to engage actively in their
communities.

Modern Relevance

In today's fast-paced and often morally ambiguous world, the questions raised in "In His
Steps" remain relevant. Many contemporary Christians find themselves grappling with
how to live out their faith authentically in a society that often contradicts their values. The
book serves as a timeless reminder that faith must be more than a set of beliefs; it must
translate into action and service.

Conclusion

"In His Steps Abridged Christian Classics" invites readers to reflect on the profound
question of what it means to follow Christ in practical ways. Through compelling
storytelling and relatable characters, Charles M. Sheldon encourages believers to examine
their lives and their impact on the world around them. The enduring legacy of this book
lies not only in its sales figures but also in its ability to inspire generations to live out their
faith as a transformative force in society. As readers continue to engage with its messages,
"In His Steps" remains a cornerstone of Christian literature, challenging individuals to ask
themselves: What would Jesus do?

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'In His Steps'?

The main theme of 'In His Steps' revolves around the idea of living a life that imitates
Christ, specifically asking the question, 'What would Jesus do?' and encouraging
individuals to consider their actions in light of this inquiry.

Who is the author of 'In His Steps'?

The author of 'In His Steps' is Charles Sheldon, an American pastor and writer, who
published the book in 1896.

What type of literature is 'In His Steps' considered?

'In His Steps' is considered a Christian fiction novel that explores the spiritual journeys of
its characters as they seek to follow Christ's example in their everyday lives.

How does 'In His Steps' impact modern Christian



thought?

'In His Steps' has had a significant impact on modern Christian thought, popularizing the
phrase 'What would Jesus do?' and inspiring a movement focused on living out one's faith
in practical ways.

What is the structure of the book 'In His Steps'?

'In His Steps' is structured around a series of interconnected stories featuring different
characters who each face personal and moral dilemmas, ultimately choosing to follow the
example of Jesus in their decisions.

Why is 'In His Steps' included in the Christian Classics
series?

'In His Steps' is included in the Christian Classics series because it is a seminal work that
has influenced Christian thought and practice over the decades, offering profound insights
into faith and discipleship.

What are some key lessons from 'In His Steps'?

Key lessons from 'In His Steps' include the importance of selflessness, the necessity of
seeking God's guidance in decision-making, and the transformative power of living a life
dedicated to Christ's teachings.
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