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IB History |A Topics

The Inematonal Baccalauroate (1B) program requires #s Hstory students to undertiake
tha Histodcal Invesiigaton as (hair inlemal assessmant requiremant.

IB History studants ollen find the loughest parl of this axtendad project 1o be the
process of saecting a lopic Tor their irvesligalion.

This arlicla provides. students with more than 50 lopics 1o congider. Thase can ba
adapbed, modbed, combined or simply uSed as the Dasis lor lormulaling a queston of
study on anather lopic ol choice.

The lopics Esied here have all bean used by |B Hislory studants rom various schools or
presenied by the international Baccalaureale Crganisation (IBO) as examples. Students
should reler to, and lolow, the curren| guidalines for the Hislony Intemnal Assessment as
published by the IBO.

50 History Internal Assessmenl Topics:

« Towhal extent dd the successes of the Berlin Blockade and Aldift cwershadow the
negalie oulcomes for the Weslem Powers?

» An Investigaton inlo Tananmen Square discussing the heroas popularisad in
Wesiern Media and Deng Xisoping's "martyrs.”

« Was the crossing of the Luding Bridga in May 1535 a greal communis! viclony
against fremendous odds, or a minor skirmish exagperaled by the Chingsa
Communist Party lor propaganda purposes?

« Kent Stale: Was  the turning point in the Vielnam War?
= Whalwere ihe causes of tha Boslon Massacre 17767

« An oral hislory study on tha role of women Ining in post-Warld War || Beitain,

IB History IA examples play a crucial role in guiding students through the
intricate process of developing their Internal Assessments (IAs) in the
International Baccalaureate (IB) History course. The IA is a significant
component of the IB curriculum, accounting for 20% of the overall grade. It
is an opportunity for students to engage deeply with historical sources,
formulate their own research questions, and demonstrate their analytical
skills. This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of IB History
IA examples, including the elements of a strong IA, potential topics, and
tips for success.



Understanding the IB History IA

The IB History IA consists of a research question, a structured
investigation, and an analysis of historical sources. It is essential for
students to grasp the expectations set forth by the IB to excel in their IAs.
The following components are integral to the IA:

1. Research Question

The foundation of a successful IA is a clear and focused research question.
This question should:

- Be specific and narrow enough to allow in-depth analysis.
- Be open to interpretation, encouraging critical thinking.
- Relate to a historical topic that is significant and relevant.

For example, instead of a broad question like "What caused World War I?", a
more effective research question could be "To what extent did the
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand contribute to the outbreak of World
War I?"

2. Historical Context

Providing historical context is vital for situating the research question
within a broader narrative. Students should outline the relevant events,
figures, and themes that influenced the topic. This not only enhances
understanding but also demonstrates the student's ability to connect specific
events to larger historical trends.

3. Source Evaluation

An important aspect of the IA is the evaluation of primary and secondary
sources. Students must choose sources that are relevant and reliable. They
should analyze the sources by considering the following:

- The author's perspective and potential biases.
- The intended audience and purpose of the source.
- The historical context in which the source was produced.

This evaluation process is critical for substantiating the arguments made in
the IA and showcasing the student's analytical skills.



4. Analysis and Argumentation

The heart of the IA lies in the analysis. Students should present a coherent
argument that addresses the research question, supported by evidence from the
sources. This section should include:

- A clear thesis statement that outlines the argument.

- Logical organization of ideas, with each paragraph focusing on a specific
point.

- Sufficient evidence from evaluated sources to back up claims.

5. Conclusion

The conclusion should summarize the key findings and reflect on the
significance of the research question. It can also suggest areas for further
research or implications of the findings.

Examples of IB History IA Topics

Choosing an engaging and relevant topic is essential for the success of the
IA. Here are some examples of well-defined research questions across various
historical themes:

1. World Wars and Conflicts

- "To what extent did the Treaty of Versailles contribute to the rise of
Adolf Hitler?"
- "How did propaganda influence public opinion during World War II?"

2. Social and Cultural History

- "To what extent did the Harlem Renaissance impact the Civil Rights Movement
in the United States?"
- "How did the role of women change in British society during World War I?"

3. Political Developments

- "What was the impact of the Russian Revolution on the establishment of the
Soviet Union?"
- "To what extent did the policies of Joseph McCarthy shape American politics



in the 1950s?"

4. Economic History

- "How did the Great Depression affect the rise of totalitarian regimes in
Europe during the 1930s?"

- "To what extent did globalization shape economic policies in post-apartheid
South Africa?"

5. Decolonization and Independence Movements

- "What role did Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence play in India's
struggle for independence?"

- "To what extent did the Mau Mau Uprising influence Kenya's path to
independence?"

Tips for Crafting a Successful IB History IA

To excel in the IB History IA, students should consider the following tips:

1. Start Early

Begin the process early to allow ample time for research, writing, and
revisions. A well-planned timeline can help manage the workload effectively.

2. Choose the Right Topic

Select a topic that genuinely interests you and has enough available sources
for research. Passion for the subject can significantly enhance the quality
of the IA.

3. Conduct Thorough Research

Utilize a variety of sources—books, academic journals, websites, and primary
documents. This diverse range of materials will strengthen the analysis and
provide multiple perspectives.



4. Organize Your Work

Create an outline before writing to ensure a logical flow of ideas. Each
section should build on the previous one, leading to a compelling conclusion.

5. Seek Feedback

Share drafts with teachers, peers, or mentors to receive constructive
feedback. Fresh perspectives can help identify areas for improvement.

6. Revise and Edit

Never underestimate the power of revision. Carefully proofread the final
draft for clarity, coherence, and grammatical accuracy.

Conclusion

In summary, IB History IA examples provide essential inspiration and guidance
for students navigating the complexities of their Internal Assessments. By
understanding the fundamental components of a strong IA-such as a focused
research question, thorough source evaluation, and effective
argumentation—students can produce compelling and impactful historical
analyses. With careful topic selection, diligent research, and a commitment
to revising their work, students can not only achieve success in their IAs
but also cultivate a deeper appreciation for the study of history.
Ultimately, the IA is not just an assessment; it is an opportunity for
students to explore their interests and engage meaningfully with the past.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective topics for an IB History IA?

Effective topics for an IB History IA often include specific events,
movements, or figures that have significant historical impact. Examples
include the role of propaganda in World War I, the causes of the Russian
Revolution, or the impact of colonialism on indigenous populations.

How should I structure my IB History IA?

An IB History IA should generally include an introduction, a clear research
question, an analysis section, a conclusion, and a bibliography. Each section
should be well-organized and logically flow from one to the next, ensuring



clarity and coherence.

What is the importance of primary sources in an IB
History IA?

Primary sources are crucial in an IB History IA as they provide firsthand
evidence and insights into the historical context being studied. They enhance
the validity of your arguments and allow for a deeper analysis of the topic.

Can I choose a topic related to a non-European
history for my IB History IA?

Yes, you can choose topics related to non-European history. The IB encourages
diversity in topics, so exploring areas such as African, Asian, or Latin
American history can provide unique perspectives and insights.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when writing
an IB History IA?

Common mistakes include choosing overly broad topics, neglecting to analyze
sources critically, failing to properly cite references, and not following
the required structure. It's essential to stay focused and adhere to the
guidelines provided by the IB.

How can I ensure my IB History IA is original?

To ensure originality, focus on a unique angle or question that hasn't been
widely explored. Conduct thorough research, utilize diverse sources, and
develop your argument based on your analysis rather than relying heavily on
existing interpretations.

What is the word count requirement for an IB History
IA?

The word count requirement for an IB History IA is 2,200 words. It's
important to stay within this limit while effectively presenting your
research and analysis.
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Explore top IB History IA examples to inspire your own work. Enhance your research skills and
achieve success in your assessments. Learn more today!
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