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| wanna iguana opinion writing is a delightful way to engage young minds in the world of
persuasive writing. This topic resonates particularly well with children, who often have strong feelings
about pets, making it an excellent introduction to the principles of opinion writing. In this article, we
will explore what opinion writing is, the key components involved, and how the story "I Wanna
Iguana" by Karen Kaufman Orloff serves as a perfect springboard for teaching these skills.

Understanding Opinion Writing

Opinion writing is a form of writing where the author expresses their personal beliefs or preferences
and supports them with reasons and evidence. This type of writing is not only important for academic
purposes but also for developing critical thinking and communication skills in children.

Key Elements of Opinion Writing

To effectively convey an opinion, writers should include several key elements:
1. Clear Statement of Opinion: The writer should start with a clear and direct statement of
what they believe.
2. Reasons: The writer must provide several reasons to support their opinion.
3. Evidence: This can include facts, examples, or anecdotes that bolster the writer's arguments.
4. Counterarguments: Addressing opposing viewpoints helps to strengthen the writer's position.

5. Conclusion: A strong ending reiterates the opinion and encourages the reader to consider the
writer's perspective.



| Wanna Iguana: An Overview

"l Wanna Iguana" is a charming children's book that effectively illustrates the dynamics of persuasive
writing through a young boy's quest to convince his mother to let him have an iguana as a pet. The
story is told through a series of letters exchanged between the boy and his mother, showcasing the
art of persuasion in a relatable and engaging format.

The Plot

The narrative begins with the boy expressing his desire for an iguana. Throughout the story, he lists
various reasons why having an iguana would be beneficial, such as their low-maintenance care and

unique qualities. Meanwhile, his mother raises concerns about the responsibilities and challenges of
pet ownership, presenting a perfect opportunity for young readers to see both sides of an argument.

Why This Book is Ideal for Teaching Opinion Writing

"l Wanna Iguana" provides a rich context for teaching children about opinion writing for several
reasons:

Relatable Content: Many children can relate to wanting a pet, making the subject matter
engaging and personal.

Clear Examples: The book provides clear examples of persuasive arguments and
counterarguments.

Encourages Critical Thinking: Readers can analyze the reasons provided by both the boy
and his mother, fostering critical thinking skills.

Interactive Format: The letter-writing format encourages children to think creatively about
how to express their opinions.

Teaching Opinion Writing with | Wanna Iguana

Using "I Wanna Iguana" as a foundation, educators can guide students through the process of writing
their own opinion pieces. Here’'s a structured approach to teaching this concept:



Step 1: Reading and Discussion

Begin by reading "I Wanna Iguana" aloud to the class. After reading, engage the students in a
discussion about the story. Ask questions such as:

- What did the boy want?

- What reasons did he give to convince his mother?
- How did his mother respond?

- Do you think he was persuasive? Why or why not?

This discussion helps students to understand the elements of opinion writing and the importance of
supporting their arguments.

Step 2: Identifying Key Components

Next, have students identify the key components of opinion writing from the story. Create a chart on
the board listing:

- The boy’s opinion

- His reasons

- Examples of evidence he provided

- Any counterarguments his mother presented

This visual representation will help students see the structure of a persuasive argument.

Step 3: Brainstorming ldeas

Encourage students to think about their own desires or opinions. They might want to convince their
parents to get a pet, allow a sleepover, or go on a family trip. Have them brainstorm a list of their
opinions and reasons for each.

Step 4: Writing Their Opinion Piece

Provide students with a structured outline to help them organize their thoughts. They can follow this
format:

- Introduction: State your opinion clearly.

- Body Paragraphs: List your reasons, providing evidence or examples for each.

- Counterarguments: Acknowledge any opposing viewpoints and explain why your opinion still holds.
- Conclusion: Restate your opinion and encourage the reader to consider your perspective.



Step 5: Peer Review and Sharing

After students have completed their opinion pieces, organize a peer review session. Allow students to
share their writing with a partner and provide feedback. Encourage them to focus on clarity, strength
of reasons, and overall persuasiveness.

Step 6: Final Draft and Presentation

Finally, have students revise their pieces based on peer feedback and prepare a final draft.
Optionally, they can present their arguments to the class, allowing them to practice public speaking
skills and further engage in the art of persuasion.

Conclusion

"l Wanna Iguana" serves as an excellent gateway into the world of opinion writing for young learners.
Through its engaging narrative and relatable themes, the book not only captivates children’s
imaginations but also equips them with essential writing skills. By exploring the elements of opinion
writing and applying them in a structured manner, educators can help students become confident
writers and effective communicators. This process not only enriches their understanding of writing but
also empowers them to express their thoughts and beliefs effectively in various contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'l Wanna Iguana'?

The primary theme of 'l Wanna Iguana' is the desire for a pet and the negotiations that occur between
a child and their parent regarding responsibility and pet ownership.

How does the book illustrate the concept of opinion writing?

The book illustrates opinion writing through the protagonist's letters to his mother, where he
expresses his desire for an iguana and presents arguments to persuade her to let him have one.

What persuasive techniques does the child use in their
letters?

The child uses emotional appeals, logical reasoning, and examples of responsibility to persuade their
mother, such as promises to take care of the iguana and acknowledging the need for a pet.

What role does the parent play in the opinion writing process
in the story?

The parent plays a critical role by responding to the child's letters, presenting counterarguments, and



highlighting concerns about pet ownership, which encourages critical thinking and dialogue.

How can 'l Wanna Iguana’' be used to teach children about
writing arguments?

It can be used as a teaching tool by demonstrating how to structure an argument, provide evidence,
and anticipate counterarguments, making it a fun and relatable example for kids.

What lessons about responsibility does the book convey?

The book conveys lessons about responsibility by showcasing the child's commitment to caring for the
iguana and the importance of being prepared for the responsibilities that come with pet ownership.

In what ways does the format of letters enhance the
storytelling?

The letter format enhances storytelling by providing a personal touch, allowing readers to see
different perspectives, and making the arguments more relatable and engaging.

What are some potential discussion questions for a classroom
setting based on this book?

Potential discussion questions include: 'What are the pros and cons of having a pet?', 'How do you
persuade someone to see your point of view?', and 'What responsibilities come with pet ownership?'.
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