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Impella coding and billing guide 2022 is essential for healthcare providers
and institutions utilizing this advanced cardiac support device. As the
Impella heart pump technology continues to gain traction in treating patients
with severe heart failure or during high-risk procedures, understanding the
nuances of coding and billing is critical. This guide aims to clarify the
relevant coding practices, reimbursement issues, and best practices for
documentation, ensuring that healthcare providers can navigate the
complexities of billing for Impella services effectively.

Overview of the Impella Device

The Impella device is a percutaneous heart pump designed to provide temporary
mechanical circulatory support. It is used in various clinical scenarios,
including:

— Cardiogenic shock: It helps stabilize patients with acute heart failure.

- High-risk percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI): It provides hemodynamic
support during complex cardiac procedures.

- Bridge to recovery or transplant: It assists patients awaiting a heart
transplant or recovery from severe cardiac events.

Given the increasing utilization of the Impella device, it has become
imperative for healthcare providers to understand how to code and bill for
its use accurately.

Coding for Impella Use

When coding for the Impella device, healthcare providers must familiarize
themselves with the appropriate Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes
and International Classification of Diseases (ICD) codes.



Relevant CPT Codes

The following CPT codes are commonly associated with the use of the Impella
device:

1. CPT 33990: This code is used for the placement of an Impella device and
includes the insertion procedure.

2. CPT 33993: This code represents the removal of the Impella device.

3. CPT 93452: For transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR) procedures
involving the use of Impella, this code may apply.

4. CPT 92928: This code can be used for coronary interventions where the
Impella device is employed as support.

It's crucial to ensure that the selected codes accurately reflect the
services provided, as incorrect coding can lead to claim denials or delays in
reimbursement.

ICD Codes for Diagnosis

Alongside CPT codes, accurate ICD codes are necessary to describe the
patient's condition. Commonly used ICD-10 codes for patients receiving
Impella support include:

— I50.21: Acute systolic heart failure

- I50.22: Acute diastolic heart failure

- I150.23: Acute heart failure, unspecified

- I21.9: Acute myocardial infarction, unspecified (if applicable)

Selecting the correct ICD codes is crucial for ensuring that the medical
necessity for using the Impella device is clearly documented for
reimbursement purposes.

Billing Guidelines

Understanding the billing process for the Impella device is essential for
healthcare organizations. The billing process involves several key
components:

1. Understanding Payer Policies

Different payers may have varying guidelines regarding the reimbursement for
the Impella device. It is important to:

- Review contracts with commercial payers.

— Understand Medicare guidelines, which often include specific coverage
criteria for the use of the Impella device.

— Ensure compliance with local coverage determinations (LCDs) or national
coverage determinations (NCDs).



2. Facility and Professional Billing

Billing for the Impella device typically involves two components: facility
billing and professional billing.

— Facility Billing: Hospitals or healthcare facilities should bill the
appropriate CPT codes for the procedure performed, which includes the use of
the Impella device. This is usually done through the hospital's outpatient or
inpatient billing systems, depending on the setting.

— Professional Billing: Physicians who provide care during the procedure must
also submit claims that reflect their services. This may include separate
charges for consultation, performance of the procedure, and post-procedure
care.

3. Documentation Requirements

Accurate and comprehensive documentation is critical for successful billing
and reimbursement. Key elements to include in documentation are:

— Clinical indications for the use of the Impella device.

— Details of the procedure, including type of Impella device used, duration
of support, and any complications encountered.

— Patient monitoring and post-procedure care details.

— Evidence of medical necessity, which may include diagnostic testing
results.

Common Challenges in Impella Coding and Billing

Despite having clear guidelines, healthcare providers often encounter
challenges in coding and billing for the Impella device. Some common issues
include:

1. Incorrect Coding

Misunderstanding or misapplying CPT and ICD codes can lead to claim denials.
Training and education on coding practices are essential for staff involved
in billing processes.

2. Lack of Documentation

Insufficient documentation to support the medical necessity of the Impella
device can result in denied claims. Regular audits and staff training on
documentation standards can help mitigate this risk.

3. Payer Denials

Payers may deny claims for various reasons, including lack of prior



authorization or failure to meet specific criteria. Providers should have a
robust appeals process in place to address denials effectively.

Best Practices for Impella Coding and Billing

To optimize the coding and billing process for the Impella device, healthcare
providers can implement the following best practices:

1. Continuous Education and Training

Regular training sessions for coding and billing staff can ensure that they
are up-to-date with the latest guidelines and changes in coding practices.
This training should also encompass the clinical aspects of the Impella
device to improve understanding and accuracy.

2. Conduct Audits and Reviews

Regular audits of coding and billing practices can help identify areas for
improvement. Reviewing a sample of claims can highlight common errors and
assist in developing targeted training programs.

3. Collaborate with Payers

Establishing strong communication lines with payers can facilitate a smoother
claims process. Providers should engage with payer representatives to clarify
guidelines and resolve any billing issues promptly.

4. Utilize Technology

Investing in coding and billing software can help streamline the process and
reduce errors. Many electronic health record (EHR) systems have integrated
coding tools that assist in selecting the appropriate codes based on
documentation.

Conclusion

The Impella coding and billing guide 2022 serves as a vital resource for
healthcare providers as they navigate the complexities of billing for this
advanced cardiac support device. By understanding the appropriate coding
practices, staying informed about payer policies, and adhering to
documentation standards, providers can optimize their billing processes and
ensure appropriate reimbursement for the use of the Impella device.
Continuous education, audits, and collaboration with payers will further
enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of coding and billing efforts,
ultimately benefiting both providers and patients.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Impella coding and billing
guide for 20227

The Impella coding and billing guide for 2022 provides healthcare
professionals with standardized codes and billing practices specific to the
use of Impella devices in clinical settings, ensuring accurate reimbursement
and compliance with regulations.

What are the key coding updates in the 2022 Impella
coding and billing guide?

The 2022 guide includes updates on CPT codes, HCPCS codes, and documentation
requirements, reflecting changes in technology, clinical practices, and payer
policies to facilitate appropriate coding for various Impella procedures.

How does the Impella coding guide address
documentation requirements?

The guide emphasizes the importance of thorough documentation to support the
medical necessity of Impella device use, outlining required elements such as
patient diagnosis, treatment plan, and procedural details to ensure
successful claims processing.

What are some common billing errors associated with
Impella procedures?

Common billing errors include using incorrect or outdated codes, failing to
provide adequate documentation, and not following payer-specific guidelines,
which can lead to claim denials or delayed payments.

Are there specific payer guidelines for billing
Impella services in 20227?

Yes, the guide includes references to specific payer guidelines, as
reimbursement policies can vary between Medicare, Medicaid, and private
insurers, highlighting the need for providers to verify coverage and coding
requirements for each payer.

How can healthcare providers stay updated on changes
to Impella coding and billing?

Healthcare providers can stay updated on changes by regularly reviewing the
Impella coding and billing guide, attending training sessions, participating
in webinars, and subscribing to industry newsletters that provide updates on
coding practices and payer policies.
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Understanding Heart Failure - impella.com
An Impella CP heart-pump-supported procedure could improve your heart function, reduce heart
failure symptoms, and get you back to doing the things you love to do.
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Why Impella? | Impella.com

Impella heart pumps have the unique ability to enable heart recovery, allowing patients to return
home with their native hearts. Impella is the only non-surgical heart pump that is FDA-approved as
safe and effective for high-risk patients receiving a percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI).

What is Protected PCI? | Impella.com

Watch our video to learn more about a Protected PCI procedure with Impella CP. This animation will
walk you through what you can expect during the procedure and highlights how the Impella CP
device enhances patient outcomes.

Find a Hospital Near You - Impella
Use the locator to find a hospital near you that offers Protected PCI with Impella® heart pumps

Understanding Coronary Artery Disease (CAD) - impella.com

What is Protected PCI with Impella CP? Protected PCI, or protected stenting, with Impella CP is a
widely accepted procedure in which Impella CP, is used to temporarily assist the pumping function
of the heart while the interventional cardiologist performs the stenting procedure.

Women and Heart Failure | Impella.com

Protected PCI, or protected stenting, with Impella CP is a widely accepted procedure in which
Impella CP, is used to temporarily assist the pumping function of the heart while the interventional
cardiologist performs the stenting procedure.

Contact Us - impella.com

Impella Education Specialists are trained professionals with healthcare experience. They're here to
help answer your questions and make sure you have all the information you need to talk to your
doctor.

Talk to Your Cardiologist - Impella.com
Find a Hospital Near You Enter your zip code to find a hospital near you that offers Protected PCI
with Impella.

Understanding Heart Failure - impella.com

An Impella CP heart-pump-supported procedure could improve your heart function, reduce heart
failure symptoms, and get you back to doing the things you love to do.

Unlock the secrets of accurate reimbursement with our Impella coding and billing guide 2022. Learn
more about best practices and maximize your revenue today!
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