
Illinois Physical Therapy License
Requirements

Illinois physical therapy license requirements are essential for anyone
looking to practice physical therapy within the state. The process of
obtaining a license is designed to ensure that all physical therapists meet
the necessary educational, ethical, and professional standards. This article
will provide a comprehensive overview of the requirements for obtaining a
physical therapy license in Illinois, including educational prerequisites,
examination processes, application procedures, and ongoing professional
development.

Educational Requirements

To qualify for a physical therapy license in Illinois, candidates must first
complete a series of educational steps. The educational pathway generally
includes the following:

1. Obtain a Bachelor’s Degree

While it is not mandatory to have a specific major, prospective physical
therapists are encouraged to pursue a degree in a related field such as
biology, kinesiology, or exercise science. This foundational step is crucial
as it prepares students for the rigorous study of physical therapy.

2. Complete a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
Program

After obtaining a bachelor’s degree, candidates must enroll in a Commission
on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) accredited Doctor of
Physical Therapy program. Key aspects of this step include:

- Duration: DPT programs typically last three years.
- Curriculum: Coursework covers anatomy, physiology, biomechanics,



pharmacology, and clinical practice.
- Clinical Experience: Programs include supervised clinical internships,
where students apply their knowledge in real-world settings.

Examination Requirements

Once educational requirements are met, candidates must pass the National
Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) to become licensed to practice in
Illinois.

1. Register for the NPTE

Candidates must register for the NPTE through the Federation of State Boards
of Physical Therapy (FSBPT). Registration involves:

- Creating an account: Candidates must create an online account to register
for the exam.
- Payment: A registration fee is required, which varies by state.

2. Schedule the Exam

After registration, candidates can schedule their exam at a Pearson VUE test
center. Important factors to consider:

- Availability: Candidates should check for available dates and locations
well in advance.
- Preparation: It is advisable to utilize study guides, review courses, and
practice exams to prepare effectively.

3. Pass the NPTE

The NPTE consists of multiple-choice questions that assess a candidate's
knowledge and competency in physical therapy. Key points include:

- Passing Score: Each state, including Illinois, sets its own passing score,
which is typically around 600 out of 800.
- Retake Policy: If a candidate does not pass on the first attempt, they may
retake the exam. However, there is a limit on the number of attempts allowed
within a specified timeframe.



Application Process for Licensure

Once candidates have successfully passed the NPTE, they must submit an
application for licensure to the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation (IDFPR).

1. Complete the Application Form

Candidates can find the application form on the IDFPR website. Important
components of the application include:

- Personal Information: Name, address, and contact details.
- Education Verification: Proof of completion of a DPT program.
- Examination Results: Submission of NPTE scores.

2. Submit Required Documentation

Along with the application form, candidates must submit several documents,
including:

- Official Transcripts: From the DPT program.
- Proof of Good Moral Character: This may include background checks or a
notarized statement.
- Application Fee: A non-refundable fee must accompany the application.

3. Wait for License Approval

After submitting the application, candidates must wait for the IDFPR to
review and approve their licensure. The processing time can vary, but
candidates can check the status of their application online.

Maintaining Licensure

After obtaining a physical therapy license in Illinois, it is essential to
maintain it through continuing education and compliance with state
regulations.

1. Continuing Education Requirements

Illinois requires licensed physical therapists to complete continuing



education courses to renew their licenses. Key points include:

- Hours Required: A total of 40 hours of continuing education is required
every two years.
- Approved Courses: Courses must be from approved providers, which can
include universities, professional organizations, or accredited continuing
education programs.

2. License Renewal Process

Licenses must be renewed every two years. The renewal process includes:

- Submission of Renewal Application: This can often be done online.
- Payment of Renewal Fee: A fee is required for each renewal cycle.
- Verification of Continuing Education: Therapists may need to provide
documentation of completed courses upon renewal.

Ethical and Professional Standards

Licensed physical therapists in Illinois are expected to adhere to a code of
ethical and professional standards. Understanding these standards is crucial
for maintaining licensure and ensuring quality care.

1. Code of Ethics

The Illinois Physical Therapy Practice Act outlines standards of ethical
practice, including:

- Patient Care: Prioritizing patient welfare and safety.
- Confidentiality: Protecting patient information and privacy.
- Professional Integrity: Upholding honesty and integrity in all professional
interactions.

2. Reporting Violations

If a physical therapist is found to be in violation of ethical standards, it
is important to report the issue to the IDFPR. Violations can lead to
disciplinary actions, including fines or license revocation.



Conclusion

Obtaining and maintaining an Illinois physical therapy license involves a
series of structured steps that ensure professionals are well-prepared to
provide quality care. From completing the necessary educational requirements
to passing the NPTE and adhering to ongoing professional development,
aspiring physical therapists must navigate a rigorous process that upholds
the integrity of the profession. By adhering to the licensure requirements
and maintaining ethical standards, physical therapists can contribute
positively to the health and well-being of their patients in Illinois.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the initial education requirements for
obtaining a physical therapy license in Illinois?
To obtain a physical therapy license in Illinois, applicants must have a
Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree from a program accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE).

Is a passing score on the NPTE required for
licensure in Illinois?
Yes, applicants must pass the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) to
be eligible for licensure in Illinois.

What is the application process for an Illinois
physical therapy license?
The application process includes submitting an application form, providing
proof of education, submitting NPTE scores, and paying the required fees to
the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR).

Are there any background check requirements for
physical therapy licensure in Illinois?
Yes, applicants for physical therapy licensure in Illinois must undergo a
criminal background check as part of the application process.

How often do physical therapists need to renew their
license in Illinois?
In Illinois, physical therapists must renew their license every two years.
Continuing education requirements must be met for renewal.



What are the continuing education requirements for
physical therapists in Illinois?
Physical therapists in Illinois are required to complete 40 hours of
continuing education every two years, which must include at least 2 hours of
ethics training.

Can physical therapists from other states apply for
licensure in Illinois?
Yes, physical therapists licensed in other states may apply for licensure in
Illinois through endorsement, provided they meet Illinois requirements and
have a valid license in good standing.

What is the fee for applying for a physical therapy
license in Illinois?
As of the most recent update, the application fee for a physical therapy
license in Illinois is approximately $100, but applicants should check the
IDFPR website for the latest fee schedule.
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