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Illinois Physical Therapy Board is a regulatory body that oversees the
practice of physical therapy in the state of Illinois. Established to ensure
the safety and welfare of the public, this board plays a crucial role in
maintaining professional standards within the physical therapy field. This
article will explore the responsibilities, composition, and importance of the
Illinois Physical Therapy Board, as well as the licensing process for
physical therapists in the state.

Overview of the Illinois Physical Therapy Board

The Illinois Physical Therapy Board operates under the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR). It is responsible for
regulating the licensing and practice of physical therapists and physical
therapy assistants in Illinois. The board's primary objectives include:

- Protecting the public from unqualified practitioners

- Establishing and enforcing licensing standards

- Promoting professional development and ethical practices

- Responding to complaints and disciplinary issues within the profession

Composition of the Illinois Physical Therapy
Board

The Illinois Physical Therapy Board consists of several members appointed by
the governor. The composition typically includes:

- Licensed Physical Therapists: A majority of the board members must be
licensed physical therapists who have been actively practicing for a
specified number of years.

- Physical Therapy Assistants: A designated number of members are required to
be licensed physical therapy assistants, ensuring representation from this
segment of the profession.

- Public Members: The board also includes public members who are not
affiliated with the profession. Their role is to provide a layperson's



perspective and advocate for the interests of the general public.

This diverse composition ensures that the board can make informed decisions
that reflect both professional standards and public interests.

Responsibilities of the Illinois Physical
Therapy Board

The Illinois Physical Therapy Board is tasked with various responsibilities
that are critical to the regulation of physical therapy in the state. These
responsibilities include:

1. Licensing

The board oversees the licensing process for physical therapists and physical
therapy assistants, which includes:

- Reviewing applications for licensure

- Administering and regulating examinations

- Establishing requirements for continuing education

- Renewing licenses and ensuring compliance with state laws

2. Setting Standards of Practice

The board develops rules and regulations that govern the practice of physical
therapy in Illinois. These standards cover:

- Scope of practice

- Ethical gquidelines for practice

- Quality assurance measures

- Continuing education requirements

3. Investigating Complaints

The board investigates complaints against licensed physical therapists and
physical therapy assistants. This may involve:

- Assessing allegations of misconduct or malpractice

- Conducting hearings to evaluate evidence

- Taking disciplinary action when necessary, which can include fines,
suspension, or revocation of licenses



4. Public Outreach and Education

The board engages in public outreach initiatives to educate the community
about the role of physical therapy and the importance of choosing qualified
practitioners. This is crucial for enhancing public awareness and ensuring
informed choices about healthcare.

The Licensing Process for Physical Therapists
in Illinois

To practice as a physical therapist in Illinois, individuals must go through
a rigorous licensing process. Below are the key steps involved:

1. Education: Candidates must complete a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
program accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical
Therapy Education (CAPTE).

2. Examination: After graduation, candidates must pass the National
Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE), which assesses their knowledge and
competence in physical therapy practice.

3. Application: Candidates must submit a completed application for
licensure to the Illinois Physical Therapy Board along with the required
fees and documentation.

4. Background Check: All applicants are required to undergo a criminal
background check as part of the application process.

5. Licensure Approval: Upon successful completion of the above steps,
candidates will receive their license and may begin practicing as a
licensed physical therapist in Illinois.

Continuing Education Requirements

To maintain their licensure, physical therapists and physical therapy
assistants in Illinois must fulfill continuing education requirements. The
Illinois Physical Therapy Board mandates that:

- Physical Therapists: Must complete 40 hours of continuing education every
two years, with at least 20 hours in a classroom setting.

- Physical Therapy Assistants: Must complete 20 hours of continuing education
every two years, with similar requirements for classroom hours.



Continuing education is vital for ensuring that practitioners stay updated on
the latest developments in physical therapy practices, techniques, and
research.

Importance of the Illinois Physical Therapy
Board

The Illinois Physical Therapy Board plays an essential role in the healthcare
landscape of the state. Its importance can be highlighted in several key
areas:

1. Public Safety

By regulating the practice of physical therapy, the board helps protect the
public from unqualified practitioners. This is vital for ensuring that
individuals receive safe and effective care.

2. Professional Standards

The board establishes and enforces professional standards that guide the
practice of physical therapy. This helps to maintain high levels of care and
professionalism within the field.

3. Accountability

The Illinois Physical Therapy Board holds practitioners accountable for their
actions through the investigation of complaints and enforcement of
disciplinary measures. This accountability fosters trust between patients and
healthcare providers.

4. Advocacy and Education

Through its outreach efforts, the board educates the public about the
benefits of physical therapy and the importance of choosing qualified
practitioners. This advocacy helps to elevate the profession and ensure that
more individuals seek out the care they need.

Conclusion

The Illinois Physical Therapy Board is a vital entity dedicated to regulating
the practice of physical therapy in Illinois. Through its responsibilities in
licensing, setting standards, investigating complaints, and promoting public



education, the board ensures that the public receives high-quality care from
competent and ethical practitioners. As the field of physical therapy
continues to evolve, the board remains committed to adapting its standards
and practices to meet the needs of both practitioners and the community at
large. With a focus on safety, accountability, and professional development,
the Illinois Physical Therapy Board plays a crucial role in shaping the
future of physical therapy in the state.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Illinois Physical
Therapy Board?

The primary purpose of the Illinois Physical Therapy Board is to protect the
public by regulating the practice of physical therapy in the state, ensuring
that practitioners meet necessary standards of education and competency.

What are the requirements to become a licensed
physical therapist in Illinois?

To become a licensed physical therapist in Illinois, candidates must graduate
from an accredited physical therapy program, pass the National Physical
Therapy Examination (NPTE), and fulfill any state-specific requirements set
by the Illinois Physical Therapy Board.

How can I file a complaint against a physical
therapist in Illinois?

Complaints against physical therapists in Illinois can be filed through the
Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) website
or by contacting the Illinois Physical Therapy Board directly for guidance on
the complaint process.

What continuing education requirements must physical
therapists meet in Illinois?

In Illinois, physical therapists are required to complete 40 hours of
continuing education every two years, with specific courses that may include
ethics, cultural competency, and other relevant topics approved by the
Illinois Physical Therapy Board.

Is telehealth allowed for physical therapy services
in Illinois?

Yes, telehealth services are permitted for physical therapy in Illinois,
provided that the physical therapist complies with state laws and regulations
regarding telehealth practices and maintains patient confidentiality.



What is the process for renewing a physical therapy
license in Illinois?

To renew a physical therapy license in Illinois, practitioners must complete
the required continuing education, submit a renewal application along with
the renewal fee, and comply with any additional requirements specified by the
I1linois Physical Therapy Board.

Are there any specific ethical guidelines for
physical therapists in Illinois?

Yes, physical therapists in Illinois must adhere to the ethical guidelines
set forth by the Illinois Physical Therapy Practice Act and the American
Physical Therapy Association (APTA), which emphasize professionalism,
integrity, and respect for patient rights.

What actions can the Illinois Physical Therapy Board
take against a licensed practitioner?

The Illinois Physical Therapy Board can take various actions against a
licensed practitioner, including suspension or revocation of the license,
fines, and requiring additional education or training if the therapist is
found to be in violation of professional standards or laws.

How often does the Illinois Physical Therapy Board
meet?

The Illinois Physical Therapy Board typically meets several times a year,
with specific dates and agendas posted on the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation's website.

Where can I find official updates and news regarding
the Illinois Physical Therapy Board?

Official updates and news regarding the Illinois Physical Therapy Board can
be found on the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation
(IDFPR) website, which provides information on regulations, board meeting
minutes, and other important announcements.
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