Illinois Math Science Academy

ILLINOIS MATH AND SciENCE ACADEMY (IMSA) IS A RENOWNED EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION DEDICATED TO FOSTERING THE
SCIENTIFIC AND MATHEMATICAL TALENTS OF GIFTED STUDENTS. LOCATED IN AURORA, ILLINOIS, IMSA OFFERS A UNIQUE
CURRICULUM THAT INTEGRATES ADVANCED SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS (STEM) EDUCATION WITH
A FOCUS ON INNOVATION AND CRITICAL THINKING. ESTABLISHED IN 1985, THE ACADEMY SERVES STUDENTS IN GRADES 10
THROUGH 12, PROVIDING THEM WITH A CHALLENGING ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT THAT PREPARES THEM FOR HIGHER EDUCATION AND
FUTURE CAREERS IN STEM FIELDS.

HisTorY AND MissioN ofF IMSA

FOUNDED BY THE ILLINOIS STATE LEGISLATURE, THE ILLINOIS MATH AND SCIENCE ACADEMY WAS CREATED TO ADDRESS THE
NEED FOR A SPECIALIZED EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT FOR GIFTED STUDENTS IN THE STATE. THE MISSION OF IMSA IS TO FOSTER
A COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS WHO ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT MATH AND SCIENCE, ENCOURAGING THEM TO THINK CRITICALLY AND
CREATIVELY. THE ACADEMY AIMS TO:

e PROVIDE AN ADVANCED CURRICULUM THAT CHALLENGES STUDENTS ACADEMICALLY.

® ENCOURAGE COLLABORATION AND TEAMWORK AMONG STUDENTS.

o DEVELOP LEADERSHIP SKILLS AND ETHICAL REASONING.

® INSPIRE A LOVE FOR LIFELONG LEARNING AND EXPLORATION IN THE STEM FIELDS.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS AT IMSA

IMSA OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE CURRICULUM DESIGNED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF ITS GIFTED STUDENTS. THE PROGRAMS ARE
CHARACTERIZED BY THEIR RIGOR AND DEPTH, AND THEY ARE DELIVERED BY A HIGHLY QUALIFIED FACULTY. SOME OF THE KEY
COMPONENTS OF THE ACADEMIC PROGRAMS AT IMSA INCLUDE:



Core CURRICULUM

THE CORE CURRICULUM AT IMSA INCLUDES ADVANCED COURSEWORK IN:
o MATHEMATICS: COURSES RANGE FROM ALGEBRA || To CALCULUS AND BEYOND, WITH A STRONG EMPHASIS ON PROBLEM-
SOLVING AND ANALYTICAL THINKING.

® SCIENCE: STUDENTS STUDY BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS, AND EARTH/SPACE SCIENCE, OFTEN ENGAGING IN HANDS-ON
LABORATORY WORK AND RESEARCH PROJECTS.

e TECHNOLOGY: IMSA INCORPORATES TECHNOLOGY INTO ITS CURRICULUM, COVERING TOPICS SUCH AS COMPUTER
PROGRAMMING, ROBOTICS, AND DIGITAL MEDIA.

o HUMANITIES: A UNIQUE ASPECT OF IMSA IS ITS INTEGRATION OF HUMANITIES IN THE CURRICULUM, WHICH ENCOURAGES
STUDENTS TO EXPLORE THE ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENTS.

ReseARCH OPPORTUNITIES

IMSA PLACES A STRONG EMPHASIS ON RESEARCH, PROVIDING STUDENTS WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE IN INDEPENDENT AND
COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS. STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO PURSUE THEIR INTERESTS IN STEM THROUGH:

® RESEARCH INTERNSHIPS WITH LOCAL UNIVERSITIES AND RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS.

e PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FAIRS AND COMPETITIONS.

® MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS WITH PROFESSIONALS IN STEM FIELDS.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

IN ADDITION TO THE RIGOROUS ACADEMIC PROGRAM, IMSA OFFERS A WIDE RANGE OF EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES THAT
PROMOTE COLLABORATION, CREATIVITY, AND LEADERSHIP. SOME OF THESE ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:

e ScCIENCE OLYMPIAD: STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN THIS COMPETITIVE EVENT, SHOWCASING THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS IN
VARIOUS SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES.

e MATH TEAM: THIS CLUB ALLOWS STUDENTS TO HONE THEIR PROBLEM-SOLVING ABILITIES AND COMPETE IN REGIONAL AND
NATIONAL COMPETITIONS.

e RoroTics CLUB: STUDENTS DESIGN, BUILD, AND PROGRAM ROBOTS TO COMPETE IN VARIOUS CONTESTS, FOSTERING
TEAMWORK AND ENGINEERING SKILLS.

o DEBATE TEAM: THIS CLUB ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO ENGAGE IN CRITICAL THINKING AND PUBLIC SPEAKING, PREPARING
THEM FOR FUTURE LEADERSHIP ROLES.



ADMISSIONS PROCESS

THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS FOR THE ILLINOIS MATH AND SCIENCE ACADEMY IS HIGHLY COMPETITIVE, AS THE ACADEMY SEEKS TO
ENROLL THE MOST ACADEMICALLY GIFTED STUDENTS. THE PROCESS TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING STEPS:

1. APPLICATION: INTERESTED STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE AN ONLINE APPLICATION, WHICH INCLUDES ESSAYS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TEACHERS.
2. TESTING: APPLICANTS ARE REQUIRED TO TAKE STANDARDIZED TESTS TO ASSESS THEIR MATH AND SCIENCE ABILITIES.

3. INTERVIEWS: SELECTED CANDIDATES MAY BE INVITED FOR INTERVIEWS, ALLOWING THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE TO
EVALUATE THEIR PASSION FOR STEM AND FIT FOR THE ACADEMY.

4. FINAL SELECTION: ADMISSIONS DECISIONS ARE MADE BASED ON A COMBINATION OF ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE, TEST
SCORES, INTERVIEWS, AND TEACHER RECOMMENDATIONS.

STUDENT LIFE AT IMSA

LIFE AT THE ILLINOIS MATH AND SCIENCE ACADEMY EXTENDS BEYOND ACADEMICS. THE CAMPUS PROVIDES A VIBRANT
COMMUNITY WHERE STUDENTS CAN ENGAGE SOCIALLY AND DEVELOP THEIR INTERESTS. FEATURES OF STUDENT LIFE INCLUDE:

Diverse COMMUNITY

IMSA PRIDES ITSELF ON BEING A DIVERSE AND INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENT. STUDENTS FROM VARIOUS CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS
COME TOGETHER TO SHARE THEIR PERSPECTIVES, FOSTERING A RICH LEARNING ATMOSPHERE.

ResIDENTIAL LIFE

AS A RESIDENTIAL ACADEMY, IMSA OFFERS STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE ON CAMPUS. THIS ARRANGEMENT
ENCOURAGES COLLABORATION AND FRIENDSHIPS AMONG STUDENTS, ENHANCING THEIR OVERALL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE. THE
DORMITORIES ARE DESIGNED TO PROMOTE A SENSE OF COMMUNITY, WITH COMMON AREAS FOR STUDYING AND RECREATIONAL
ACTIVITIES.

SUPPORT SERVICES
|MSA PROVIDES A RANGE OF SUPPORT SERVICES TO ENSURE STUDENT SUCCESS, INCLUDING:
o ACADEMIC ADVISING AND COUNSELING SERVICES TO HELP STUDENTS NAVIGATE THEIR EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY.

® PEER TUTORING PROGRAMS THAT ALLOW STUDENTS TO ASSIST ONE ANOTHER IN THEIR STUDIES.

® MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES TO PROMOTE WELL-BEING AND RESILIENCE.



IMPACT AND ACHIEVEMENTS

THE ILLINOIS MATH AND SCIENCE ACADEMY HAS A LONG HISTORY OF PRODUCING SUCCESSFUL GRADUATES WHO GO ON TO
EXCEL IN VARIOUS FIELDS. MANY ALUMNI HAVE PURSUED ADVANCED DEGREES AT PRESTIGIOUS UNIVERSITIES AND HAVE MADE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND ACADEMIA. THE IMPACT OF IMSA CAN BE SEEN IN:

® HIGH COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE RATES: IMSA GRADUATES ARE OFTEN ACCEPTED INTO TOP-TIER UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE
NATION.

e ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENTS: FORMER STUDENTS HAVE RECEIVED NUMEROUS AW ARDS AND RECOGNITIONS FOR THEIR
CONTRIBUTIONS TO RESEARCH AND INNOVATION.

o COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: IMSA ALUMNI FREQUENTLY ENGAGE IN COMMUNITY SERVICE AND MENTORSHIP, GIVING BACK
TO FUTURE GENERATIONS OF STUDENTS.

CoNCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE ILLINOIS MATH AND SCIENCE ACADEMY STANDS OUT AS A PREMIER INSTITUTION FOR GIFTED STUDENTS
WITH A PASSION FOR STEM. THROUGH ITS RIGOROUS ACADEMIC PROGRAMS, RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES, AND VIBRANT STUDENT
LIFE, IMSA PREPARES STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS IN THEIR FUTURE ENDEAVORS. FOR THOSE LOOKING FOR AN ENVIRONMENT THAT
CHALLENGES AND NURTURES YOUNG MINDS, THE [LLINOIS MATH AND SCIENCE ACADEMY IS UNDOUBTEDLY A TOP CHOICE.

FREQUENTLY ASKeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE ILLINOIS MATH AND Science Acabemy (IMSA)?

IMSA IS A PUBLIC, CO-EDUCATIONAL SCHOOL FOR GIFTED STUDENTS IN GRADES 10 TO 12, LOCATED IN AURORA, ILLINOIS,
FOCUSED ON ADVANCED MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION.

How CAN STUDENTS APPLY TO IMSA?

STUDENTS CAN APPLY TO IMSA BY COMPLETING AN ONLINE APPLICATION, WHICH INCLUDES ACADEMIC RECORDS, TEACHER
RECOMMENDATIONS, AND STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES, FOLLOWED BY AN INTERVIEW PROCESS.

\WHAT PROGRAMS DOES IMS A OFFER?

IMSA OFFERS A RIGOROUS CURRICULUM THAT INCLUDES ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) COURSES, RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES,
AND VARIOUS EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES IN STEM FIELDS.

Is IMSA A RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL?

YES, IMSA HAS A RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM THAT ALLOWS STUDENTS FROM OUTSIDE THE LOCAL AREA TO LIVE ON CAMPUS
DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR.

\WHAT ARE THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR IMSAP

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS INCLUDE A STRONG ACADEMIC RECORD, HIGH SCORES ON STANDARDIZED TESTS, LETTERS OF
RECOMMENDATION, AND A DEMONSTRATED PASSION FOR MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE.



How poes IMSA SUPPORT STUDENT RESEARCH?

IMSA SUPPORTS STUDENT RESEARCH THROUGH ITS RESEARCH AND INNOVATION PROGRAM, \WHERE STUDENTS CAN \WORK ON
INDEPENDENT PROJECTS WITH MENTORSHIP FROM FACULTY AND INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS.

WHAT EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES ARE AVAILABLE AT IMSA?

IMSA OFFERS A WIDE RANGE OF EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING ROBOTICS, MATH COMPETITIONS, SCIENCE CLUBS,
AND VARIOUS STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON LEADERSHIP AND COMMUNITY SERVICE.

\WHAT ROLE DOES IMSA PLAY IN ILLINOIS EDUCATION?

IMSA PLAYS A VITAL ROLE BY PROVIDING A CHALLENGING EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT FOR GIFTED STUDENTS, CONTRIBUTING
TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF FUTURE LEADERS IN STEM FIELDS IN ILLINOIS AND BEYOND.

ARE THERE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR IMSA STUDENTS?

YES, IMSA OFFERS VARIOUS SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS TO HELP SUPPORT STUDENTS' EDUCATION AND MAKE
ATTENDANCE ACCESSIBLE TO ALL QUALIFIED APPLICANTS.
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