If Written By Rudyard Kipling

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don't deal in lies,
Or being hated, don't give way to hating,
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream - and not make dreams your master,
If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim;
It you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build 'em up with worn-out tools:

I you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it all on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings

And never breathe a word about your loss:

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you

Except the Will which says to them: "Hold on!"

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with kings - nor lose the commaon touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds' worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And - which is more - you'll be a Man, my son!

Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936)

English Literature

If written by Rudyard Kipling, the world would undoubtedly be a richer tapestry of stories, infused
with his unique blend of adventure, moral lessons, and an unwavering sense of the human (and



animal) condition. Kipling, a master storyteller and poet, has long captivated readers with his ability
to weave intricate narratives that delve into the complexities of life, nature, and imperialism. This
article explores how Kipling’s distinctive style and thematic elements would shape various genres and
subjects if he were alive today.

The Narrative Style of Kipling

Rudyard Kipling’s writing is characterized by several defining features that contribute to his lasting
legacy. His storytelling style is a fascinating blend of realism, fantasy, and didacticism. Let’s examine
some of the key elements that define Kipling’s narrative style:

* Vivid Descriptions: Kipling’s ability to paint a picture with words transports readers to far-off
lands and exotic locales, making them feel as if they are part of the story.

e Anthropomorphism: In works like "The Jungle Book," Kipling masterfully imbues animals with
human traits, allowing readers to explore complex themes through their experiences.

e Morality and Ethics: His stories often include moral lessons, subtly teaching readers about
right and wrong, courage, and the consequences of one’s actions.

e Cultural Commentary: Kipling’s writing often reflects his views on British imperialism and
colonialism, providing insights into the socio-political climate of his time.

Kipling and Modern Genres

If Rudyard Kipling were to write today, his influence could be seen across various genres. Let’s
explore how his unique storytelling approach might manifest in contemporary literature.

Fantasy and Adventure

In the realm of fantasy and adventure, Kipling would likely create expansive worlds filled with
mythical creatures and daring heroes. His narratives would include:

1. Richly-Developed Universes: Just as he did with the jungles of India, Kipling would construct
intricate settings that feel alive, brimming with history and culture.

2. Heroic Journeys: Expect protagonists undertaking quests that not only test their physical abilities
but also challenge their moral compasses.

3. Interwoven Folklore: Kipling’s love for folklore would shine through, blending traditional tales with
original narratives to create something entirely new.



Children’s Literature

Kipling’s knack for storytelling makes him a perfect candidate for children’s literature. His works
would likely include:

- Engaging Moral Lessons: Each story would be crafted to convey significant life lessons, encouraging
children to think critically about their actions.

- Relatable Characters: While featuring animals or fantastical beings, the characters would reflect the
struggles and triumphs of childhood.

- Interactive Elements: Kipling might embrace modern techniques, incorporating interactive
storytelling that engages children on multiple levels.

Historical Fiction

Kipling’s fascination with history and culture would lead him to excel in historical fiction. His
narratives might focus on:

- Colonialism and Its Impact: Drawing from his own experiences, Kipling would explore the
complexities of colonialism and its effects on both the colonizers and the colonized.

- Detailed Character Studies: His characters would be multifaceted, representing various perspectives
and experiences during historical events.

- Authentic Settings: With meticulous research, Kipling would recreate settings that accurately reflect
the time period, allowing readers to immerse themselves in history.

Exploring Themes in Kipling’s Works

Kipling’s writing often delves into profound themes that resonate with readers. If he were to write
today, these themes would still hold relevance, reflecting contemporary issues and human
experiences.

Identity and Belonging

Themes of identity and belonging are prevalent in Kipling’s works. He often explores the struggles of
characters trying to find their place in the world. In modern narratives, this theme could manifest as:

- Cultural Displacement: Characters could grapple with their identities in a globalized world, reflecting
the experiences of immigrants and refugees.

- Dual Heritage: Kipling might examine the complexities of growing up between two cultures,
highlighting the challenges and beauty of dual heritage.

Nature and Humanity



Kipling's deep appreciation for nature often emerges in his stories. If he were to write today, he would
likely focus on:

- Environmental Awareness: Characters might embark on journeys that emphasize the importance of
conservation and respect for the natural world.

- Human-Animal Relationships: Through his anthropomorphic characters, Kipling would explore the
bond between humans and animals, highlighting the interconnectedness of all living beings.

War and Its Consequences

Given Kipling’s experiences during the British Empire, his writings would likely address the
complexities of war and its aftermath. This could include:

- The Human Cost of Conflict: Stories would delve into the emotional and psychological toll of war on
soldiers and civilians alike.

- The Search for Redemption: Characters might seek to find peace and redemption after the horrors of
war, exploring themes of forgiveness and healing.

The Lasting Legacy of Kipling

In today’s literary landscape, the influence of Rudyard Kipling remains profound. His ability to create
compelling narratives that resonate with readers across generations is a testament to his genius. If
Kipling were to write today, we would expect a continuation of his legacy through:

- Diverse Storytelling: Kipling’s works would likely reflect a broader range of voices and perspectives,
embracing the multicultural tapestry of modern society.

- Innovative Literary Techniques: Incorporating modern storytelling techniques, such as non-linear
narratives or multi-perspective storytelling, would add depth to his narratives.

- Timeless Morals: Despite changing societal norms, the core morals and lessons embedded in his
stories would continue to resonate, reminding readers of the enduring nature of human experience.

Conclusion

If written by Rudyard Kipling, the literary world would be a compelling blend of adventure,
introspection, and profound moral inquiry. His ability to capture the essence of humanity and nature
through rich narratives would continue to inspire and engage readers of all ages. Kipling's legacy
serves as a reminder of the power of storytelling—a timeless art form that transcends cultures and
generations. As we reflect on his contributions, we are left with a profound appreciation for the stories
yet to be told, inspired by the imagination of one of literature’s greatest minds.

Frequently Asked Questions



What themes would Rudyard Kipling explore if he were
writing today?

Kipling would likely explore themes of identity, colonialism, and cultural conflict, reflecting on
globalization and the interconnectedness of societies.

How would Kipling's writing style adapt to modern readers?

Kipling's writing style might incorporate more direct language and contemporary dialogue while
retaining his vivid imagery and storytelling techniques.

What modern issues might Kipling address in his stories?

He might address issues such as environmental concerns, migration crises, and the impact of
technology on human relationships.

Which historical events would influence Kipling's modern
narratives?

Events such as the rise of nationalism, the impact of the internet, and climate change could serve as
significant backdrops for his narratives.

How would Kipling's characters differ in a contemporary
setting?

Kipling's characters would likely be more diverse and complex, reflecting a wider range of cultural
backgrounds and modern societal issues.

What genres might Kipling explore if he were writing today?

He might explore genres such as speculative fiction, magical realism, or even dystopian narratives to
examine current societal challenges.

How might Kipling's portrayal of adventure change in modern
literature?

Adventure in Kipling's modern works might focus less on imperialistic exploration and more on
personal journeys, self-discovery, and the quest for meaning.

In what ways could Kipling's moral lessons be relevant today?

Kipling's moral lessons could address themes of resilience, responsibility, and the importance of
understanding and respecting different cultures in a globalized world.
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