
Ibm Rational Functional Tester Manuals

IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals provide essential guidance for software testers and developers
seeking to utilize the IBM Rational Functional Tester (RFT) tool effectively. RFT is a powerful automated
testing solution designed for functional and regression testing of software applications. With its capabilities
for GUI testing, data-driven testing, and support for various programming languages, RFT helps organizations
improve their testing efficiency and accuracy. This article will explore the key features of RFT, the structure
of its manuals, and how these resources can enhance your testing processes.

Overview of IBM Rational Functional Tester

IBM Rational Functional Tester is a comprehensive automated testing tool primarily aimed at functional
testing of applications. It supports a wide variety of technologies, including:

- Web Applications: Testing for various web browsers.
- Windows Applications: Support for desktop applications.
- Java Applications: Testing Java-based applications with ease.
- Mobile Applications: Functional testing for mobile platforms.

RFT provides a user-friendly interface, allowing testers to create and execute automated tests without deep
programming knowledge. It utilizes a record-and-playback feature and supports scripting for more advanced
test scenarios.

Key Features of IBM Rational Functional Tester

Understanding the key features of RFT is crucial for leveraging its capabilities effectively. Some of the notable
features include:



1. Record and Playback
- Ease of Use: Testers can record their actions as they interact with the application, which RFT converts into
scripts for automatic execution.
- Playback Options: The recorded scripts can be played back as-is or modified to include additional logic.

2. Data-Driven Testing
- Parameterization: RFT allows for the use of external data sources, such as Excel and databases, to run the
same test with different data inputs.
- Flexible Data Management: Testers can easily manage and manipulate data sets, enhancing test coverage and
effectiveness.

3. Support for Multiple Technologies
- Broad Compatibility: RFT supports a variety of programming languages and platforms, ensuring it can be
integrated into diverse testing environments.
- Cross-Technology Testing: Testers can create tests that span multiple technologies, which is essential for
modern applications.

4. Integration with Other IBM Tools
- IBM Rational Quality Manager: RFT can be integrated with this tool for comprehensive test management and
reporting.
- IBM Rational Team Concert: This integration facilitates collaboration among team members and streamlines
the development process.

Structure of IBM Rational Functional Tester Manuals

The IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals are structured to provide users with a comprehensive
understanding of the tool. They typically include the following sections:

1. Getting Started
- Installation Instructions: Step-by-step guidance on installing RFT on various operating systems.
- System Requirements: Information on the necessary hardware and software prerequisites for optimal
performance.

2. User Guide
- Navigating the Interface: Detailed descriptions of the RFT interface components, including menus, toolbars,
and editors.
- Creating Tests: Instructions on how to record, edit, and execute tests using RFT.
- Best Practices: Recommendations for writing maintainable and efficient test scripts.

3. Advanced Topics
- Scripting with RFT: In-depth coverage of scripting languages supported by RFT, such as Java and VBScript.
- Integrating with Other Tools: Guidance on how to connect RFT with other tools in the IBM Rational suite
and third-party applications.



4. Troubleshooting and Support
- Common Issues: A list of frequently encountered problems with suggested solutions.
- Customer Support: Information on how to contact IBM support for assistance.

Benefits of Using IBM Rational Functional Tester Manuals

Utilizing the IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals offers numerous benefits, including:

1. Enhanced Learning
- Self-Paced Learning: The manuals serve as a self-paced resource, allowing users to learn at their own speed.
- Comprehensive Knowledge: Users can deepen their understanding of RFT features and functionalities.

2. Increased Efficiency
- Quick Reference: Manuals provide quick access to troubleshooting tips and best practices, reducing the time
spent on test creation and execution.
- Streamlined Processes: By following the guidelines in the manuals, teams can establish consistent testing
processes.

3. Improved Collaboration
- Shared Knowledge: Teams can utilize the manuals to ensure all members have access to the same information
and resources.
- Documentation Standards: Manuals promote the use of standardized documentation practices, which is
essential for larger teams.

How to Access IBM Rational Functional Tester Manuals

Accessing the IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals is straightforward. Here are some steps to guide you:

1. IBM Documentation Website: Visit the official IBM documentation site to find the latest RFT manuals and
user guides.
2. Installation Media: If you have installed RFT, the manuals may also be available as part of the
installation package on your local machine.
3. Online Resources: Various online forums and user communities may provide additional resources, including
tutorials and video guides.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals are invaluable resources for both new and
experienced users of the tool. They provide comprehensive guidance on installation, usage, and troubleshooting,
ensuring that teams can effectively utilize RFT for automated testing. By understanding the structure and
benefits of these manuals, testers can enhance their skills, improve collaboration, and streamline their testing
processes. As software applications continue to evolve, the importance of effective functional testing cannot
be overstated, making RFT and its accompanying manuals essential assets in any software development
lifecycle.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals?
IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals provide detailed guidance on how to effectively utilize the tool for
automated functional and regression testing of applications, including installation, configuration, and
scripting.

Where can I find the latest IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals?
The latest IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals can be found on the IBM Knowledge Center website or the
official IBM documentation page, where users can access PDF versions and online resources.

Are there any specific IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals for
beginners?
Yes, there are specific manuals aimed at beginners that cover the fundamentals of using IBM Rational
Functional Tester, including introductory tutorials and step-by-step guides.

Do IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals include troubleshooting tips?
Yes, IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals typically include a troubleshooting section that offers
solutions to common issues users may encounter while using the tool.

What topics are covered in the IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals?
The manuals cover a range of topics, including installation, user interface navigation, test creation, scripting
languages (such as Java), test execution, and reporting.

Can I access IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals offline?
Yes, users can download PDF versions of the IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals for offline access,
ensuring they can reference the material without an internet connection.

Are there any community forums or resources linked to the IBM Rational
Functional Tester manuals?
Yes, many user communities and forums discuss IBM Rational Functional Tester, where users can share insights,
ask questions, and provide additional resources that complement the official manuals.

How often are IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals updated?
IBM Rational Functional Tester manuals are updated regularly, especially following new releases or
significant updates to the software, to ensure that all content is accurate and reflects the latest features.
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