
I Survived Hurricane Katrina Study Guide

I Survived Hurricane Katrina Study Guide is an essential resource for students and readers looking to gain a
deeper understanding of the events surrounding one of the most devastating natural disasters in American
history. The book, written by Lauren Tarshis, is part of the popular "I Survived" series, which aims to
introduce young readers to historical events through engaging and relatable narratives. This study guide
will provide insights into the characters, themes, and historical context of the story, along with discussion
questions and activities that can enhance comprehension and engagement.

Overview of Hurricane Katrina

Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast of the United States in August 2005, becoming one of the deadliest
hurricanes in American history. The storm caused catastrophic damage, particularly in New Orleans,
where levees failed and neighborhoods were flooded.

Key Facts about Hurricane Katrina

1. Date: Hurricane Katrina formed on August 23, 2005, and made landfall on August 29, 2005.
2. Category: It was classified as a Category 5 hurricane at its peak.
3. Impact Area: The hurricane affected several states, including Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.
4. Casualties: Over 1,800 people lost their lives, and thousands were displaced from their homes.
5. Economic Damage: The total estimated cost of damages exceeded $125 billion, making it one of the



costliest natural disasters in U.S. history.

Plot Summary of "I Survived Hurricane Katrina"

The novel follows the story of a young boy named Barry, who lives in New Orleans with his family. As
the hurricane approaches, Barry and his family must make crucial decisions about evacuation and safety.
The narrative captures the fear, chaos, and bravery of individuals during the storm, illustrating the real-life
experiences of those who faced the hurricane.

Key Characters

- Barry: The protagonist, a young boy who loves adventure and sports. His perspective provides a relatable
view of the disaster.
- Aunt Charlotte: Barry's aunt, who takes care of him and plays a significant role in his safety during the
hurricane.
- Mom and Dad: Barry's parents, who have their own concerns and responsibilities as the storm approaches.
- Friends and Neighbors: Other characters who represent the community spirit of New Orleans during the
crisis.

Major Themes

1. Courage and Resilience: The story highlights the bravery of individuals in the face of overwhelming
adversity.
2. Family and Community: The importance of family bonds and community support is emphasized as
characters work together to survive.
3. Nature's Power: The devastating impact of natural disasters serves as a reminder of nature's
unpredictability and strength.

Discussion Questions

1. Character Development: How does Barry change throughout the story? What events contribute to his
growth?
2. The Role of Family: Discuss how Barry's family dynamics impact his decisions during the hurricane.
3. Community Response: How do Barry and his neighbors come together to face the challenges posed by
the hurricane?
4. Lessons Learned: What important lessons can be drawn from the experiences of those who survived



Hurricane Katrina?
5. Comparative Analysis: How does the portrayal of Hurricane Katrina in this book compare to other
historical disasters you've studied?

Activities for Deeper Understanding

To further engage with the material, consider the following activities:

1. Create a Timeline: Develop a timeline of events leading up to and following Hurricane Katrina. Include
significant milestones from the book and real-life occurrences.
2. Character Map: Create a character map that outlines the relationships and roles of the main characters in
the story.
3. Survival Plan: Have students draft their own survival plans in the event of a natural disaster, reflecting
on the decisions Barry had to make.
4. Research Project: Assign a research project where students explore the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina,
focusing on recovery efforts and how the community rebuilt.
5. Creative Writing: Encourage students to write a diary entry from Barry’s perspective during the
hurricane, capturing his thoughts and feelings.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of Hurricane Katrina enhances the reading experience. The hurricane
exposed significant issues within the infrastructure of New Orleans, the federal response to disasters, and
the socio-economic disparities that existed in the affected areas.

Government Response

The federal response to Hurricane Katrina was widely criticized for its lack of efficiency and preparedness.
Key points include:

- FEMA's Role: The Federal Emergency Management Agency faced scrutiny for its slow response to the
disaster.
- Local Government: The local government struggled to manage the crisis, leading to chaos and confusion.
- Lessons Learned: The disaster prompted changes in disaster preparedness and response strategies across
the country.



Impact on Communities

The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina had lasting effects on the communities involved:

- Displacement: Hundreds of thousands of residents were displaced from their homes, many of whom
never returned.
- Cultural Loss: The storm devastated the cultural fabric of New Orleans, impacting music, art, and local
traditions.
- Economic Recovery: The rebuilding process was slow and complicated, with many areas still struggling
years later.

Conclusion

The I Survived Hurricane Katrina Study Guide serves as a valuable tool for both educators and students to
explore the complexities of this significant event in American history. Through engaging characters,
relatable themes, and thought-provoking questions, readers can better understand the impact of Hurricane
Katrina on individuals, families, and communities.

By examining the narrative through various lenses—literary analysis, historical context, and personal
reflection—students can appreciate the resilience of the human spirit in the face of disaster. As they
navigate the challenges of survival depicted in the book, they are not only learning about a pivotal moment
in history but also about the importance of community, bravery, and hope in overcoming adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the book 'I Survived Hurricane Katrina'?
The book focuses on the experiences of a young boy named Barry who faces the devastating impact of
Hurricane Katrina and learns about survival, bravery, and resilience.

Who is the author of 'I Survived Hurricane Katrina'?
The author is Lauren Tarshis.

What themes are explored in 'I Survived Hurricane Katrina'?
The book explores themes of survival, family, courage, and the effects of natural disasters on communities.



How does the main character, Barry, respond to the hurricane in the
story?
Barry shows bravery as he navigates the chaos of the hurricane, helping his family and others while trying
to stay safe.

What important historical context does 'I Survived Hurricane Katrina'
provide?
The book provides context about Hurricane Katrina, which struck the Gulf Coast in 2005, highlighting the
challenges and devastation faced by those affected.

What age group is 'I Survived Hurricane Katrina' intended for?
The book is primarily aimed at middle-grade readers, typically ages 8 to 12.

How does the author use Barry's perspective to teach readers about
resilience?
Through Barry's experiences, the author illustrates how individuals can find strength in difficult situations
and emphasizes the importance of hope and community support.

What literary devices are used in 'I Survived Hurricane Katrina' to
enhance the story?
The author employs vivid imagery, suspense, and character development to engage readers and convey
the emotional weight of the hurricane's impact.
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