Illinois Constitution Review Study Guide

Government Qutcome D: lllingis Constitution Review Sheet 2020 . 2021

1. What is the term of office for an lllingis Supreme Cour Justica’?
10 Years

2. Which amendment grants reservad powers?
The Tenih Amendment

3. List the 3 capiiols of llnols,
SpringField, Kaskaskia, and Vandalia.

4, What's the order of succession in the case of impeachmean or death of the:

Goveamar?

Lisutenant Govemor, the elected Attormney General, the élected Secretary of State,

Comptroller, and the Treasurer,
5, How do llinols Stale Supreme Cour Justices get into office?

Elected from judecial dislingds for a temn of 10 years, Three jusbces are elechad from the

First District (Cook County), and one from each of the ather four districts
&. When did Winois become a state?
December 3rd, 1818
7. Whal is the Govemor's lerm of office®

4 Years

ILLiNoIS CONSTITUTION REVIEW STUDY GUIDE: UNDERSTANDING THE FOUNDATIONAL LEGAL DOCUMENT OF THE STATE OF
[LLINOIS IS ESSENTIAL FOR STUDENTS, LEGAL PROFESSIONALS, AND ANY CITIZEN INTERESTED IN THE GOVERNANCE AND LEGAL
STRUCTURE OF THEIR STATE. THIS STUDY GUIDE AIMS TO PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE ILLINOIS
CONSTITUTION, ITS HISTORY, STRUCTURE, AND KEY COMPONENTS, GIVING READERS THE TOOLS NECESSARY TO NAVIGATE AND
UNDERSTAND THIS CRITICAL DOCUMENT.

HisTorICAL BACKGROUND

ORIGINS AND FRAMEWORK

THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION HAS UNDERGONE SEVERAL ITERATIONS SINCE THE FIRST CONSTITUTION WAS ADOPTED IN 18 18.
HERE ARE THE KEY HISTORICAL MILESTONES:



1. 18 18 CoNSTITUTION: THE FIRST CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHED ILLINOIS AS THE 2 1ST STATE IN THE UNION AND LAID THE
GROUNDWORK FOR STATE GOVERNANCE.

2. 1848 CONSTITUTION: THIS VERSION AIMED TO ADDRESS THE GROWING POPULATION AND INCLUDED REVISIONS IN
GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE AND CITIZEN RIGHTS.

3. 1870 CONSTITUTION: THIS CONSTITUTION INTRODUCED SIGNIFICANT REFORMS AND WAS MARKED BY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
A MORE ORGANIZED GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE.

4. 1970 CONSTITUTION: THE CURRENT CONSTITUTION, ADOPTED AFTER A STATEWIDE REFERENDUM, MODERNIZED THE LEGAL
FRAMEWORK AND ENSURED GREATER PROTECTIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND PUBLIC WELFARE.

ConsTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1970

THE 1970 CONVENTION WAS PIVOTAL IN SHAPING CURRENT |LLINOIS GOVERNANCE. KEY FEATURES OF THE CONVENTION
INCLUDED:

- INCREASED CITIZEN PARTICIPATION: THE CONVENTION ALLOWED CITIZENS TO PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
THEIR GOVERNANCE.

- BILL oF RIGHTS: THE NEW CONSTITUTION EXPANDED RIGHTS FOR ALL CITIZENS, INCLUDING PROVISIONS FOR EDUCATION,
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, AND LABOR RIGHTS.

- SEPARATION OF POWERS: THE STRUCTURE REINFORCED THE SEPARATION OF POWERS AMONG THE LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE,
AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES.

STRUCTURE OF THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION

THRee BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION PROVIDES A CLEAR FRAMEWORK FOR THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT, ENSURING A SYSTEM
OF CHECKS AND BALANCES.

1. LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:
- BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE CONSISTING OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE.
- RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE MAKING LAWS, APPROPRIATING FUNDS, AND REPRESENTING THE CITIZENS OF ILLINOIS.

2. EXeEcUTIVE BRANCH:

- HEADED BY THE GOVERNOR, WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENFORCING STATE LAWS.

- OTHER KEY OFFICIALS INCLUDE THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, ATTORNEY GENERAL, SECRETARY OF STATE, AND VARIOUS
DEPARTMENT HEADS.

3. JubiciAL BRANCH:
- CoMPRISED OF THE SUPREME COURT, APPELLATE CoURT, AND CIRCUIT COURTS.
- RESPONSIBLE FOR INTERPRETING LAWS AND ADMINISTERING JUSTICE.

BiLL oF RIGHTS

THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION CONTAINS A COMPREHENSIVE BILL OF RIGHTS, WHICH INCLUDES:

- FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND ASSEMBLY: GUARANTEES THE RIGHT TO EXPRESS OPINIONS AND GATHER PEACEFULLY.

- RIGHT To BEAR ARMS: AFFIRMS THE RIGHT TO OWN AND CARRY FIREARMS.

- PROTECTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION: PROHIBITS DISCRIMINATION BASED ON RACE, COLOR, CREED, RELIGION, NATIONAL
ORIGIN, SEX, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, OR DISABILITY.



AMENDMENTS AND REVISIONS

PROCESS FOR AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION
THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION ALLOWS FOR AMENDMENTS TO ENSURE THE DOCUMENT REMAINS RELEVANT. KEY POINTS ABOUT THE

AMENDMENT PROCESS INCLUDE:

- PROPOSAL: AMENDMENTS CAN BE PROPOSED BY EITHER A THREE-FIFTHS VOTE IN BOTH HOUSES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OR
BY CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.
- RATIFICATION: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS MUST BE APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF VOTERS IN A STATEWIDE REFERENDUM.

SIGNIFICANT AMENDMENTS

SEVERAL KEY AMENDMENTS HAVE SHAPED |LLINOIS GOVERNANCE SINCE THE 1970 CONSTITUTION WAS ENACTED:

- 1970: ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS: THIS AMENDMENT RECOGNIZES THE RIGHT OF CITIZENS TO A CLEAN AND HEALTHFUL
ENVIRONMENT.

- 1980: INcoME TAX AMENDMENT: ALLOWED THE STATE TO IMPOSE A GRADUATED INCOME TAX.

- 1990: VicTiMS’ RIGHTS AMENDMENT: ESTABLISHED RIGHTS FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME, ENSURING THEY HAVE A VOICE IN THE
LEGAL PROCESS.

Key PrRoVISIONS OF THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION

EbucATION

THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION INCLUDES PROVISIONS AIMED AT PROMOTING AND FUNDING EDUCATION:

- ARTICLE X: MANDATES THE STATE TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFICIENT SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION.
- FUNDING: REQUIRES THE STATE TO ALLOCATE FUNDS FOR EDUCATION AND ESTABLISHES A SYSTEM FOR FUNDING PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

LocAL GOVERNMENT

THE CONSTITUTION RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL GOVERNANCE:

- HoME RULE: ALLOWS LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO EXERCISE POWERS INDEPENDENTLY , PROVIDED THEY DO NOT CONFLICT WITH
STATE LAW.
- MUNICIPALITIES: PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR THE FORMATION AND GOVERNANCE OF CITIES AND TOWNS.

CURRENT IssUes AND DEBATES

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS
AS SOCIETY EVOLVES, SO DO THE DISCUSSIONS SURROUNDING THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION. SOME CURRENT DEBATES INCLUDE:
- REDISTRICTING: EFFORTS TO REFORM THE PROCESS TO REDUCE GERRYMANDERING AND ENSURE FAIR REPRESENTATION.

- CRIMINAL_JUSTICE REFORM: PROPOSALS AIMED AT ADDRESSING SYSTEMIC ISSUES IN THE LEGAL SYSTEM, INCLUDING SENTENCING
REFORM AND BAIL REFORM.



- EconoMIc EQUALITY: DISCUSSIONS SURROUNDING AMENDMENTS TO ADDRESS INCOME INEQUALITY AND SUPPORT PUBLIC
SERVICES.

PusLIC AWARENESS AND EDUCATION
INCREASING PUBLIC AW ARENESS ABOUT THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION IS CRUCIAL FOR INFORMED CITIZENSHIP. I<EY INITIATIVES

INCLUDE!:

- EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS: SCHOOLS AND CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES.

- COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: ENCOURAGING CITIZENS TO PARTICIPATE IN LOCAL GOVERNANCE AND CONSTITUTIONAL
DISCUSSIONS.

RESOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDY

ToO ASSIST IN THE STUDY OF THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION, CONSIDER THE FOLLOW!ING RESOURCES!

- OFFICIAL ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION \WEBSITE: PROVIDES THE FULL TEXT AND UPDATES ON AMENDMENTS.

- STATE LIBRARY: OFFERS ACCESS TO HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS.

- Civic ORGANIZATIONS: GROUPS SUCH AS THE LEAGUE OF W OMEN VOTERS PROVIDE NONPARTISAN INFORMATION AND
RESOURCES FOR UNDERSTANDING STATE GOVERNANCE.

- LocAL UNIVERSITIES: MANY INSTITUTIONS OFFER COURSES ON STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE THAT INCLUDE A FOCUS ON
THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION.

CoNCLUSION

THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION REVIEW STUDY GUIDE SERVES AS A KEY TO UNLOCKING THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE STATE’S LEGAL
FRAMEWORK. BY UNDERSTANDING ITS HISTORY, STRUCTURE, KEY PROVISIONS, AND ONGOING DEBATES, CITIZENS CAN BETTER
APPRECIATE THEIR RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES. ENGAGING WITH THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION IS CRUCIAL FOR FOSTERING
INFORMED AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN DEMOCRACY, ENSURING THAT ALL VOICES ARE HEARD IN THE GOVERNANCE OF THE
STATE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION?

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION IS TO ESTABLISH THE FRAMEWORK FOR THE STATE GOVERNMENT,
OUTLINE THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS, AND PROVIDE GUIDELINES FOR THE OPERATION OF STATE LAWS AND INSTITUTIONS.

How MANY TIMES HAS THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION BEEN AMENDED SINCE ITS
ADOPTION?

THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION HAS BEEN AMENDED MULTIPLE TIMES SINCE ITS ADOPTION IN 1970, WITH OVER 14 AMENDMENTS
MADE, ADDRESSING VARIOUS ISSUES SUCH AS TAXATION, CRIMINAL JUSTICE, AND VOTING RIGHTS.

WHAT ARE THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY THE ILLINOIS
CONSTITUTION?

THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION ARE THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH (GENERAL
ASSEMBLY), THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH (GOVERNOR AND STATE OFFICIALS), AND THE JUDICIAL BRANCH (STATE COURT SYSTEM).



\WHAT RIGHTS ARE GUARANTEED UNDER THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION?

THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION GUARANTEES SEVERAL RIGHTS, INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO FREE SPEECH, THE RIGHT TO A PUBLIC
TRIAL, THE RIGHT TO VOTE, AND PROTECTIONS AGAINST DISCRIMINATION.

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR AMENDING THE |LLINOIS CONSTITUTION?

THE PROCESS FOR AMENDING THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION INVOLVES EITHER A THREE-FIFTHS VOTE IN BOTH CHAMBERS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OR A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION CALLED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE ELECTORATE.

WHY IS THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION REVIEWED AND STUDIED?

THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION IS REVIEWED AND STUDIED TO ENSURE IT MEETS THE CHANGING NEEDS OF THE STATE’S CITIZENS, TO
ADDRESS LEGAL CHALLENGES, AND TO ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING OF CITIZENS' RIGHTS AND GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONS.
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Illinois - Wikipedia
Mlinois (/ ,1li'no1 / [J IL-ih-NQY) is a state in the Midwestern region of the United States. It borders
Lake Michigan to its northeast, the Mississippi River to its west, and the Wabash and Ohio ...

All about Illinois - Flag, Map, Cities, and What Makes It Famous
Jul 16, 2025 - Discover all about Illinois, including its iconic flag, detailed map, vibrant cities, and
what truly makes the Prairie State famous. Uncover the rich history and unique charm.

Illinois | History, Cities, Capital, & Facts | Britannica
6 days ago - Geographical and historical treatment of Illinois, including maps and a survey of its
people, economy, and government. Its capital city is Springfield, and its largest city and most ...

Illinois Maps & Facts - World Atlas
Jan 18, 2024 - Illinois, a state in the Midwestern United States, shares its borders with Wisconsin to
the north, Indiana to the east, and the Mississippi River forms its western border with Iowa ...

Illinois
Welcome to Illinois.gov! Find places to go, things to see. Search through all the different services
offered by the various Illinois agencies.

Your Official Guide to Illinois Travel | Enjoy Illinois
Your guide to the best of Illinois. Places to go, things to do, the best places to eat and drink, must-
see Chicago, trip ideas and inspiration for your Illinois vacation.

Illinois State Information - Symbols, Capital, Constitution, Flags ...
Blank Outline Maps: Find printable blank map of the State of Illinois , without names, so you can
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quiz yourself on important locations, abbreviations, or state capital.

What Is Illinois Known For? (15 Things It's Famous For)
Illinois is known for its main city Chicago, its soybean production, and its many nuclear plants. This
state is also known as the land of Lincoln and the world’s first skyscraper was built here. ...

Map of Illinois with cities and towns - Ontheworldmap.com
This map shows cities, towns, counties, interstate highways, U.S. highways, state highways, main
roads and secondary roads in Illinois. You may download, print or use the above map for ...

25 Amazing Things Illinois is Known For (+ Famous For!)
Aug 16, 2023 - Whether you're a local or you're thinking of visiting, enjoy this deep dive into the
things Illinois is known for, including foods that Illinois is known for, people that Illinois is ...

Illinois - Wikipedia

linois (/ ,1li'no1 / [J IL-ih-NQY) is a state in the Midwestern region of the United States. It borders
Lake Michigan to its northeast, the Mississippi River to its west, and the Wabash and Ohio rivers to
its south.

All about Illinois - Flag, Map, Cities, and What Makes It Famous
Jul 16, 2025 - Discover all about Illinois, including its iconic flag, detailed map, vibrant cities, and

what truly makes the Prairie State famous. Uncover the rich history and unique charm.

Illinois | History, Cities, Capital, & Facts | Britannica

6 days ago - Geographical and historical treatment of Illinois, including maps and a survey of its
people, economy, and government. Its capital city is Springfield, and its largest city and most
important cultural and economic center is Chicago.

Illinois Maps & Facts - World Atlas

Jan 18, 2024 - Illinois, a state in the Midwestern United States, shares its borders with Wisconsin to
the north, Indiana to the east, and the Mississippi River forms its western border with Iowa and
Missouri.

Illinois
Welcome to Illinois.gov! Find places to go, things to see. Search through all the different services
offered by the various Illinois agencies.

Your Official Guide to Illinois Travel | Enjoy Illinois
Your guide to the best of Illinois. Places to go, things to do, the best places to eat and drink, must-
see Chicago, trip ideas and inspiration for your Illinois vacation.

Illinois State Information - Symbols, Capital, Constitution, Flags ...
Blank Outline Maps: Find printable blank map of the State of Illinois , without names, so you can
quiz yourself on important locations, abbreviations, or state capital.

What Is Illinois Known For? (15 Things It's Famous For)

Illinois is known for its main city Chicago, its soybean production, and its many nuclear plants. This
state is also known as the land of Lincoln and the world’s first skyscraper was built here. Illinois is
home to Metropolis, Superman’s hometown, and Morton, the world’s pumpkin capital.

Map of Illinois with cities and towns - Ontheworldmap.com



This map shows cities, towns, counties, interstate highways, U.S. highways, state highways, main
roads and secondary roads in Illinois. You may download, print or use the above map for
educational, personal and non-commercial purposes. Attribution is required.

25 Amazing Things Illinois is Known For (+ Famous For!)

Aug 16, 2023 - Whether you're a local or you're thinking of visiting, enjoy this deep dive into the
things Illinois is known for, including foods that Illinois is known for, people that Illinois is famous ...

"Master the Illinois Constitution with our comprehensive review study guide. Explore key concepts
and test your knowledge. Learn more to excel in your studies!"
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