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Marbury v. Madison (1803) Name:

“But the President Said I Could Be a Judge!”

In 1800, President John Adams ran to be re-clected as presadent, but he
et to Themas Jefferson. During his 1ast weeks in olfice, Adams
appointed a bunch of men to be justices of the peace in the District of
Columbda. Each man would receive a paper commission that was signed
and seaded, Thit comimissions went prepaned, but they wiene not sent
before Adarms left office. When President Jefferson took over, he refused
b Send them.

One man, Wiliam Marbury, was upset. He wanted 1o be a judge! 5o he
atkoed the United States Supreéme Court to ssue b legal order called & wiit
of mandamus (man-DAY-mus). In this case, the wit would have required

Marbury's commission to be delivened. Kberves: Mackson v JedTerson’s
Secretary of ke, We was boid
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15SUE The Argument

Did you motice that Marbury didnt staet in a regular, local court?

Does the Supreme Cout hive the power 0. | | ot e Suprame Court. Normally, that woukd be

| e more types of crses than st thice

| the Comtitution sy It can hear? backwards. But in 1789, Congress had passed & lvw Saying

Wk 6 emeus: M g Bt he s it B0
writ of mandamus. Marbury argued that he was entitied to the

Mo, The Supreme Court only has the power writ because his commission had already been created, He also

1 do what the Corstitution says. argued that the Supnems Court had the power 10 issue the wit,

The Decision

The Supreme Court agreed that Marbury had a right to recehve his
Commission, but disagreed that the Court had the power to issue
thee wirit. Why'? Because the Supreme Court gets its power dinectly
from thi Constitution, and the Constitution Sys only certain kinds
of cases can start at the Supreme Court. That maeant the 1789 law
passed by Congress was unconstitutional. Congress did not have
e poweer to allow more kinds of cases to start at the Suprema
Court. Therefone, the Supreme Cowrt 538 it could not help Marbury

et his commission, WRarm Moy never o FeCEe
s commisson. Fholn courtesy off
My Mool Socely:
S0 What?
@ Bedive &t or not, this is considéned one of the most important
25 i PR cirsed the Supreme Court has ever decided. That's because it
-t was the first time the Supreme Court struck down an act of

Congress for being unconstitutional. The idea that the
: Supreme Court has the final say about what is constitutional is

'EL S [ " caled judicial review. Judicial review hets the judicial branch
Wiy R |l do two things: 1) interpret the Constitution and decide what &
Eheid E—— - means, and 2) stop the executive and begislative branches

from doing things that go against the Constitution.

Thawsks o Marbory v Madiers, Fodly Bhe T decision in Marbury v, Madison helped Cement the judicial
thoe branches of poverniment are egual branch as equal with the other bwo branches of govemment by
ghving it equal power.

iCivics Reading

iCivics Marbury v. Madison Answer Key is a crucial resource for educators and students studying one of
the most significant cases in American constitutional law. Marbury v. Madison, decided in 1803, established
the principle of judicial review, empowering the Supreme Court to invalidate laws and executive actions
that are contrary to the Constitution. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the case, its

implications, and how iCivics resources can aid in understanding this landmark decision.

The Background of Marbury v. Madison

To fully appreciate the importance of Marbury v. Madison, it's essential to understand the historical context

surrounding the case. The events leading to the Supreme Court's decision were rooted in the political



tensions of the early 19th century.

The Political Landscape

The early 1800s were marked by a fierce rivalry between the Federalists, led by John Adams, and the
Democratic-Republicans, led by Thomas Jefferson. In the election of 1800, Jefferson's party won the
presidency, and Adams’ administration sought to secure its influence by appointing a number of Federalist

judges in the final hours of his presidency. This move was known as the "midnight appointments."

The Conflict

William Marbury was one of the appointed justices of the peace whose commission was not delivered
before Jefferson took office. Upon assuming the presidency, Jefferson ordered his Secretary of State, James
Madison, to withhold the commissions. Marbury, seeking to secure his position, petitioned the Supreme

Court for a writ of mandamus, compelling Madison to deliver the commission.

The Supreme Court's Decision

The case reached the Supreme Court, where Chief Justice John Marshall presided. The Court faced the
challenge of deciding whether it had the authority to issue the writ requested by Marbury.

Key Questions Addressed

In deciding Marbury v. Madison, the Court addressed several pivotal questions:

1. Did Marbury have a right to his commission?
2. If he had a right, and his commission was unlawfully withheld, did the law provide him a remedy?
3. Did the Supreme Court have the authority to review acts of Congress and determine their

constitutionality?

The Ruling

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Marbury, stating that he was entitled to his commission. However,
the Court concluded that it did not have the authority to issue a writ of mandamus because the section of

the Judiciary Act of 1789 that granted the Supreme Court this power was unconstitutional. This marked



the first time the Supreme Court struck down a law passed by Congress, establishing the principle of

judicial review.

The Importance of Judicial Review

The outcome of Marbury v. Madison had profound implications for the American legal system and the

balance of power among the branches of government.

Establishing Judicial Review

Judicial review allows the judiciary to interpret the Constitution and ensures that legislative and executive
actions conform to constitutional principles. This power serves as a critical check on the other branches of

government, preventing any potential abuse of power.

Impact on Future Cases

The principles established in Marbury v. Madison have been cited in numerous landmark cases throughout
Anmerican history, reinforcing the judiciary's role as a guardian of the Constitution. Notable cases influenced

by this decision include:
- Brown v. Board of Education (1954): Addressed racial segregation in schools.

- Roe v. Wade (1973): Dealt with abortion rights and privacy issues.
- Obergefell v. Hodges (2015): Affirmed same-sex marriage rights.

Utilizing iCivics Resources

iCivics, founded by former Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, provides engaging educational
resources aimed at helping students understand the principles of democracy and the workings of the
government. The iCivics Marbury v. Madison resources are particularly valuable for educators and

students.

Benefits of iCivics Resources

Using iCivics resources offers several advantages:



1. Interactive Learning: iCivics provides games, simulations, and lesson plans that engage students in active
learning.

2. Comprehensive Coverage: The resources cover not only Marbury v. Madison but also the broader
context of judicial review and the role of the Supreme Court.

3. Critical Thinking Skills: iCivics encourages students to analyze historical events, fostering critical

thinking and discussion.

Accessing the Marbury v. Madison Answer Key

Instructors can find the answer key for the iCivics Marbury v. Madison lesson in the following ways:

- Official iCivics Website: The answer key is typically available for educators who register on the platform.
This provides access to additional teaching resources and materials.
- Teacher Guides: Many lesson plans come with detailed guides that include answers to questions related to

the case, helping educators facilitate discussions in the classroom.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the iCivics Marbury v. Madison answer key is an essential tool for understanding one of the
most significant Supreme Court cases in American history. By exploring the case's background, the
Supreme Court's ruling, and its lasting impact on judicial review, students can gain valuable insights into
the workings of the U.S. government. Utilizing iCivics' interactive resources enhances this learning
experience, helping to cultivate informed and engaged citizens prepared to uphold democratic principles.
As students delve into the intricacies of Marbury v. Madison, they not only learn about the past but also

become equipped to engage with the present and future of American governance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Marbury v. Madison case in U.S. history?

Marbury v. Madison established the principle of judicial review, allowing the Supreme Court to declare

laws unconstitutional.

How did the Marbury v. Madison decision affect the balance of power
among the branches of government?

The decision reinforced the judiciary's role as a check on the legislative and executive branches, ensuring

that no law could violate the Constitution.



What was the main legal question addressed in Marbury v. Madison?

The main legal question was whether William Marbury had a right to his commission and whether the

Supreme Court had the authority to issue a writ of mandamus to compel delivery of the commission.

Which Chief Justice presided over the Marbury v. Madison case?

Chief Justice John Marshall presided over the case and authored the opinion that established the foundation

for judicial review.

What was the outcome for William Marbury in the case of Marbury v.
Madison?

William Marbury did not receive his commission, as the Supreme Court ruled that it did not have the

jurisdiction to hear the case, but the decision laid the groundwork for future judicial authority.
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WEN Drywall Sander Review From A Drywall Finisher
May 17, 2022 - Product: WEN 6369 Variable Speed 5 Amp Drywall Sander with 15" Hose What’s
Included: 60, 80, 120, 150, 180, and 240 grit 9-inch sanding discs Guarantee: Limited Two ...

Wen Drywall Sander Review - How did it Perform? Tested by Bob Vila
Oct 24, 2023 - We tested the Wen drywall sander and think it's worth the money. Find out if this
variable-speed sander will work for your project.

Wen 6369 vs 6377 | Battle of the Drywall Sanders - The Whittling ...
Sep 13, 2022 - Wen 6369 Wen 6369 has a variable speed adjustment feature that operates from 600
to 1500 RPM. The hook-and-loop base pad makes changing sandpaper easier. It features ...
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Speed Drywall Sander with 15 ft. Hose.

WEN Drywall Sander 6369 Review: Efficient Sanding With Variable Speed ...
Jun 19, 2025 - The WEN Drywall Sander 6369 offers a variable speed motor ranging from 600 to
1500 RPM and a 15-foot dust hose, making it a versatile tool for both professional contractors ...

Customer reviews for WEN Products Variable Speed 5-Amp Drywall Sander ...
Discover customer reviews for WEN Products Variable Speed 5-Amp Drywall Sander with 15-Foot

Hose, Corded, 6369 on Walmart.com. Read real feedback and insights to help inform your ...

Reviews: WEN-6369-Variable-Speed-5A-Drywall-Sander-with ...
eBay Product Reviews provides user generated reviews. See comments and ratings for WEN-6369-
Variable-Speed-5A-Drywall-Sander-with-15-Foot-Hose and all other unique products, all ...

WEN 6369 Drywall Sander Review| High Performance Sander
Wen 6369 Variable Speed 5 Amp Drywall Sander Review: One of the best sander from WEN. In
today's video, we reviewed one of the top drywall sanders in the market.

Customer Reviews for WEN 5 Amp Corded Variable Speed Drywall Sander ...
Customers say the WEN 5 Amp Corded Variable Speed Drywall Sander is a valuable tool that
significantly reduces sanding time and minimizes dust when connected to a shop vacuum. ...

WEN 6369 Variable Speed Drywall Sander REVIEW - YouTube
https://amzn.to/3DfthssU WEN 6369 Variable Speed 9 Inch Drywall Sanderl bought this on Amazon

about 2 years ago and it still works great! For the price, this ...
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how this landmark case shaped judicial review. Learn more!

Back to Home


https://soc.up.edu.ph

