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I Wanna Iguana by Karen Kaufman Orloff is a delightful children’s book that captures the
imagination of young readers and their parents alike. Through a series of heartfelt letters, the story
explores the desire of a young boy, Alex, who is determined to convince his mother to let him adopt
an iguana as a pet. The narrative is charming, with an engaging blend of humor and sincerity,
making it a perfect read for children who are navigating their own desires for pets while also
learning about responsibility and family dynamics. This article will delve into the themes, characters,
and educational aspects of I Wanna Iguana, showcasing why it remains a beloved choice among
children's literature.

Overview of the Story

I Wanna Iguana begins with young Alex expressing his deep desire for an iguana. The book is
structured as a series of letters between Alex and his mother, where he tries to persuade her of the
merits of having an iguana as a pet. Each letter highlights Alex's enthusiasm and his imaginative
arguments, while his mother responds with her concerns and reservations.

Characters

1. Alex: The protagonist of the story, Alex is a determined and persuasive young boy who loves
animals. His passion for having an iguana drives the narrative, and his letters are filled with
enthusiasm.



2. Mom: She serves as the voice of reason in the story. While she loves her son, she is cautious about
bringing a new pet into the home. Her responses to Alex's letters reflect parental responsibilities
and the need for careful decision-making.

Setting

The story is set in a typical suburban home, which many children can relate to. The familiar setting
helps young readers connect with Alex's plight, making the narrative more impactful. The letters
exchanged between Alex and his mother are often accompanied by whimsical illustrations that
depict their emotions and the various arguments presented.

Thematic Exploration

I Wanna Iguana encapsulates several themes that resonate with children and adults alike. These
themes include responsibility, family communication, and the nature of desires.

Responsibility

One of the central themes of the book is the concept of responsibility. Alex is eager to take on the
responsibility of caring for an iguana, but through his mother’s responses, readers learn that having
a pet involves more than just wanting one. The book touches on the following aspects of pet
ownership:

- Daily Care: Owning a pet requires a commitment to feeding, cleaning, and providing a suitable
habitat.

- Long-term Commitment: Iguanas can live for many years, and Alex needs to understand the long-
term implications of his desire.

- Financial Considerations: The cost of food, habitat, and veterinary care are also important factors
to consider.

Family Communication

Another significant theme is the importance of communication within a family. Alex’s letters serve as
a means of expressing his feelings and desires, while his mother’s replies showcase her concerns
and the need for dialogue. This exchange highlights the following points:

- Listening: Alex’s mom listens to his arguments, indicating that she values his opinions while also
providing her perspective.

- Understanding: The letters foster a mutual understanding of each other’s viewpoints,
demonstrating that both parties can learn from the conversation.

- Negotiation: The exchange emphasizes that discussions about desires and responsibilities can lead
to compromises and better decision-making.



The Nature of Desires

The story also delves into the nature of desires, particularly in children. Alex’s passionate plea for an
iguana is relatable to many young readers who experience similar urges, whether it’s for a pet or
another toy. The book encourages children to reflect on the following:

- Motivation Behind Desires: Alex’s love for animals motivates his wish for an iguana, prompting
readers to consider what drives their own desires.

- Understanding Consequences: The narrative illustrates that while desires are natural, they can
have broader implications that require careful consideration.

- Emotional Expression: Alex’s letters provide a creative outlet for his emotions, encouraging
children to express their feelings in healthy ways.

Illustrations and Style

Karen Kaufman Orloff’s I Wanna Iguana is beautifully illustrated by David Catrow, whose artwork
adds a vibrant dimension to the story. The illustrations are:

- Colorful and Engaging: They capture the essence of Alex’s character and his whimsical arguments.
- Expressive: The facial expressions of the characters convey their emotions effectively, enhancing
the storytelling.

- Complementary: The visuals support the text, making it easier for young readers to follow along
and engage with the narrative.

Writing Style

Orloff’s writing style is accessible and relatable, making it suitable for early readers. The use of
letters as a narrative device is innovative and engaging, allowing for a natural flow of dialogue. Key
features of her style include:

- Humor: The playful tone and humorous arguments make the book enjoyable for children and adults
alike.

- Rhythm and Rhyme: The lyrical quality of the text adds to the book’s charm, making it a fun read-
aloud option.

- Relatable Language: The language is simple yet effective, ensuring that young readers can easily
understand and relate to Alex’s feelings.

Educational Aspects

[ Wanna Iguana is not just a fun story; it also offers educational value. Parents and educators can
leverage the book to teach various lessons, including:

1. Pet Care Education: Discussing the responsibilities associated with pet ownership can lead to
informed decisions about adopting animals.



2. Writing Skills: The letter format encourages children to practice their writing skills and express
their thoughts clearly.

3. Critical Thinking: Readers can analyze Alex's arguments and his mother’s responses to
understand the importance of weighing pros and cons in decision-making.

4. Empathy Development: Understanding both Alex’s and his mother’s perspectives can foster
empathy in young readers, helping them appreciate different viewpoints.

Conclusion

In conclusion, I Wanna Iguana by Karen Kaufman Orloff is a delightful exploration of a child's
heartfelt desire for a pet, wrapped in humor and warmth. The engaging narrative, combined with
expressive illustrations, makes it an ideal read for young children. Through its themes of
responsibility, family communication, and the nature of desires, the book not only entertains but also
educates. It serves as a wonderful resource for parents and educators looking to teach valuable life
lessons while igniting the imaginations of children. Whether read at home or in a classroom, I
Wanna Iguana is sure to leave a lasting impression on its audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'l Wanna Iguana' by Karen
Kaufman Orloff?

The main theme of 'T Wanna Iguana' revolves around the desire of a child to have a pet iguana,
exploring themes of responsibility, friendship, and the persuasive power of a child's imagination.

How does the story structure of 'I Wanna Iguana' enhance its
narrative?

The story is structured as a series of letters written by the protagonist, Alex, to his mother, which
adds a personal touch and allows readers to engage with his arguments and feelings in a relatable
way.

What lessons can children learn from 'l Wanna Iguana'?

Children can learn about the importance of responsibility when caring for pets, the art of
negotiation, and the value of understanding their parents' perspectives.

What role does humor play in 'l Wanna Iguana'?

Humor is a key element in 'T Wanna Iguana’, as Alex's creative excuses and exaggerated arguments
make the story entertaining while also highlighting the innocence and tenacity of childhood.



Who is the intended audience for 'l Wanna Iguana'?

The intended audience for 'I Wanna Iguana' includes young children, typically ages 4 to 8, who enjoy
playful storytelling and relatable situations regarding pet ownership.

What illustrations accompany 'l Wanna Iguana' and how do
they contribute to the story?

The illustrations in 'l Wanna Iguana', created by David Catrow, are colorful and whimsical,
enhancing the humor and emotional appeal of the story, and helping to bring Alex's imaginative
world to life.
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