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In the realm of special education, Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) are essential in tailoring



educational goals to meet the unique needs of students with disabilities. One of the fundamental skills that
many educators focus on is writing complete sentences. Writing complete sentences is crucial for effective
communication, and it forms the foundation for more advanced writing skills. This article will explore the
significance of writing complete sentences, how to develop IEP goals for this skill, strategies for instruction,
and ways to assess student progress.

Understanding Writing Complete Sentences

Writing complete sentences involves constructing a unit of thought that expresses a complete idea. A
complete sentence typically consists of a subject, a verb, and sometimes additional elements such as objects or
modifiers. For students with special needs, mastering this skill can be particularly challenging due to various
cognitive, linguistic, or physical barriers.

Components of a Complete Sentence

To better understand what constitutes a complete sentence, it is essential to break it down into its
components:

1. Subject: The subject of the sentence tells us who or what the sentence is about.
2. Verb: The verb expresses the action or state of being.
3. Complete Thought: A complete sentence must express a complete thought; it should make sense on its own.

For example, in the sentence, "The dog barks," "The dog" is the subject, "barks" is the verb, and the sentence
expresses a complete thought.

Importance of Writing Complete Sentences

Writing complete sentences is a foundational skill that has several implications for a student's academic and
social success. Here are some reasons why this skill is important:

- Effective Communication: Complete sentences enable students to convey their thoughts clearly and
effectively. This is vital not only in academic settings but also in everyday interactions.
- Foundation for Writing Skills: Mastering complete sentences is a stepping stone to more complex writing
tasks, such as writing paragraphs or essays.
- Improved Reading Comprehension: Understanding sentence structure aids in better reading comprehension, as
students can analyze how sentences are constructed in the texts they read.
- Confidence Building: As students learn to write complete sentences, they often gain confidence in their writing
abilities, which can encourage them to take on more challenging writing tasks.

Developing IEP Goals for Writing Complete Sentences

When creating IEP goals for writing complete sentences, it is essential to ensure that the goals are SMART:

- Specific: The goal should clearly define what the student is expected to achieve.
- Measurable: The goal should include criteria for measuring progress, such as the number of complete sentences
written.
- Achievable: The goal should be realistic, considering the student's current skill level.
- Relevant: The goal should be meaningful to the student’s educational journey.
- Time-bound: The goal should have a specified timeframe for achievement.



Sample IEP Goals for Writing Complete Sentences

1. Goal: By the end of the school year, the student will write 5 complete sentences in a paragraph with 80%
accuracy in 4 out of 5 trials.
2. Goal: The student will be able to independently construct a complete sentence using correct subject-verb
agreement in 4 out of 5 opportunities within 8 weeks.
3. Goal: The student will verbally articulate a complete sentence in response to a prompt with 90% accuracy
over 3 consecutive sessions.

Strategies for Teaching Complete Sentences

Teaching students to write complete sentences can be accomplished through various strategies and
approaches. Here are some effective methods:

Modeling and Demonstration

- Explicit Instruction: Begin with direct instruction on what constitutes a complete sentence. Use examples and
non-examples to illustrate the concept.
- Think-Alouds: Model the thought process of constructing a complete sentence. Verbalizing your thought
process can help students understand how to formulate their sentences.

Visual Supports

- Sentence Frames: Provide sentence starters or frames that guide students in forming complete sentences. For
example, "I like to _____" or "My favorite animal is _____".
- Graphic Organizers: Use graphic organizers to help students plan their sentences. For instance, a simple chart
with columns for subjects, verbs, and objects can assist in sentence construction.

Practice and Repetition

- Sentence Building Activities: Engage students in activities where they can practice building sentences using
word cards or sentence strips.
- Writing Prompts: Provide writing prompts that encourage students to write complete sentences. Start with
simple prompts and gradually increase complexity.

Collaborative Learning

- Peer Review: Encourage students to work in pairs or small groups to review and provide feedback on each
other’s sentences. This can enhance their understanding and encourage collaboration.
- Shared Writing: Engage in shared writing experiences where the teacher and students collaboratively
construct sentences on a topic.

Assessing Progress in Writing Complete Sentences

Regular assessment is crucial to determine whether students are making progress toward their IEP goals. Here



are some assessment strategies:

Formative Assessments

- Observational Assessments: Monitor students during writing activities and take notes on their ability to
construct complete sentences.
- Checklists: Use checklists to evaluate the components of a complete sentence. This can help students self-
assess their writing.

Summative Assessments

- Writing Samples: Collect writing samples at regular intervals to assess students’ ability to write complete
sentences over time.
- Standardized Tests: If appropriate, use standardized assessments that measure writing skills, including
sentence construction.

Conclusion

In conclusion, developing IEP goals for writing complete sentences is a critical aspect of supporting students
with special needs. By understanding the components of complete sentences, recognizing the importance of this
skill, and implementing effective teaching strategies, educators can set students on a path toward improved
communication and academic success. Regular assessment and adaptation of instructional methods ensure that
each student receives the support they need to achieve their writing goals. Writing complete sentences is not
merely about grammar; it is about empowering students to express themselves clearly and confidently in both
academic and everyday contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an IEP goal for writing complete sentences?
An IEP goal for writing complete sentences is a specific, measurable objective designed to help a student with
disabilities improve their writing skills by focusing on constructing grammatically correct and complete
sentences.

How can teachers support students in achieving IEP goals for writing
complete sentences?
Teachers can support students by providing structured writing prompts, using visual aids, practicing sentence
construction through games, and offering regular feedback on their writing.

What are some effective strategies for writing complete sentences that can
be included in an IEP?
Effective strategies include modeling sentence structure, using sentence starters, encouraging the use of
graphic organizers, and incorporating technology tools like sentence-building apps.



How do you measure progress on an IEP goal for writing complete
sentences?
Progress can be measured through regular writing assessments, tracking the number of complete sentences
written over time, and evaluating the complexity and correctness of sentences produced by the student.

What accommodations might be included in an IEP to help with writing
complete sentences?
Accommodations may include extra time for writing assignments, access to sentence structure checklists, use
of speech-to-text software, and one-on-one support from a special education teacher.
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