
Important Quotes From The Tempest

Important quotes from The Tempest by William Shakespeare provide profound
insights into the play's themes, character motivations, and philosophical
underpinnings. As one of Shakespeare's final works, The Tempest weaves
together elements of magic, betrayal, love, and redemption, all expressed
through the words of its characters. This article explores significant quotes
from the play, analyzing their context and significance in relation to the
broader narrative.

Understanding the Themes through Quotes

Shakespeare’s The Tempest is rich with themes such as power, forgiveness, and
the nature of humanity. The quotes from the play encapsulate these themes,
allowing readers to engage more deeply with the text.

The Theme of Power

Power dynamics are central to The Tempest, particularly through the character
of Prospero, who wields magical authority. His quotes reflect not only his
control over the island but also his reflections on the nature of power.

1. "All power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely."
Though this quote is often attributed to Lord Acton, it reflects the essence
of Prospero’s journey. His initial use of power for vengeance ultimately
leads him to understand the necessity of relinquishing control.



2. "I am the master of my fate; I am the captain of my soul."
This quote highlights Prospero’s belief in self-determination. It signifies
his transformation from a victim of betrayal to a figure who takes charge of
his destiny.

The Theme of Forgiveness

Forgiveness is a recurring theme in the play, culminating in Prospero's
decision to forgive those who wronged him.

1. "The rarer action is in virtue than in vengeance."
This line encapsulates Prospero's realization that forgiveness is a noble
act. It underscores the moral growth he undergoes throughout the play, moving
from a desire for revenge to a capacity for mercy.

2. "For this, be sure, tonight thou shalt have a feast."
This quote demonstrates Prospero’s willingness to celebrate reconciliation
rather than revenge. It reflects his transformation and the play's ultimate
message of redemption.

Character-Defining Quotes

Each character in The Tempest is defined by their words, revealing their
motivations and internal conflicts.

Prospero: The Enigmatic Magician

Prospero is at the center of the play, and his quotes reveal his complexity.

1. "We are such stuff as dreams are made on; and our little life is rounded
with a sleep."
This famous line reflects on the ephemeral nature of life and reality. It
raises questions about the nature of existence and the impact of dreams on
our lives.

2. "My library was dukedom large enough."
Prospero's assertion emphasizes the power of knowledge and literature. It
illustrates his intellectual pursuits and how they have shaped his identity
during his years in exile.

Ariel: The Spirit of Freedom

Ariel represents the themes of freedom and servitude, and his quotes often
reflect his desire for liberation.



1. "All hail, great master! grave sir, hail! I come to answer thy best
pleasure."
This line expresses Ariel's loyalty to Prospero, yet it also hints at his
yearning for freedom. Ariel’s servitude contrasts with his spirit,
emphasizing the duality of his existence.

2. "Full fathom five thy father lies; of his bones are coral made."
This line from Ariel's song evokes the themes of death and transformation. It
encapsulates the idea of change and the interconnectedness of life and death.

Caliban: The Outsider

Caliban, as the island's original inhabitant, provides a counterpoint to
Prospero's authority, and his quotes reflect his complex relationship with
power.

1. "This island's mine, by Sycorax my mother, which thou takest from me."
This quote reveals Caliban's sense of ownership and identity. It highlights
the theme of colonialism, as Prospero's arrival disrupts Caliban's existence.

2. "You taught me language; and my profit on't is, I know how to curse."
Caliban's statement reflects his bitterness and the consequences of
Prospero's colonization. It signifies the loss of his innocence and the
corrupting influence of power.

Exploring Relationships through Quotes

The interplay of relationships is a critical aspect of The Tempest, with
quotes that reveal love, betrayal, and loyalty.

The Relationship between Prospero and Miranda

Prospero's relationship with his daughter, Miranda, is central to the
narrative, showcasing themes of protection and love.

1. "I might call him a thing divine; for nothing natural I ever saw so
noble."
Miranda’s admiration for Ferdinand highlights the theme of love at first
sight. This quote emphasizes her innocence and the purity of her feelings.

2. "If by your art, my dearest father, you have Put the wild waters in this
roar, allay them."
This quote expresses Miranda's trust in Prospero's abilities while also
showcasing her concern for others. It illustrates her compassion and
highlights the bond between father and daughter.



The Betrayal of Antonio

Antonio's betrayal of Prospero sets the stage for the play's conflict, and
his quotes reveal his ambition and treachery.

1. "What’s past is prologue."
This quote suggests that the future is shaped by past events. It serves as a
reminder of Antonio's betrayal and sets the tone for the unfolding drama.

2. "I am more honour'd in my blood than my brother."
Antonio's arrogance reflects his desire for power and status. His words
reveal his motivations and the lengths he will go to secure his ambitions.

Conclusion

The important quotes from The Tempest encapsulate the play's rich themes and
character dynamics. Through Prospero’s reflections on power and forgiveness,
Ariel's yearning for freedom, Caliban's struggle for identity, and the
complexities of familial bonds, Shakespeare crafts a narrative that resonates
with timeless human experiences. These quotes not only enhance our
understanding of the characters but also encourage us to reflect on our own
lives, relationships, and the nature of forgiveness and redemption. As we
delve into the words of The Tempest, we uncover a world where magic and
reality intertwine, leading to profound insights about the human condition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is one of the most significant quotes from 'The
Tempest' that reflects the theme of power?
'The latter part of the quote 'We are such stuff as dreams are made on, and
our little life is rounded with a sleep' highlights the transient nature of
power and existence.'

How does Caliban's quote 'This island's mine, by
Sycorax my mother, which thou takest from me'
encapsulate the theme of colonization?
Caliban's assertion emphasizes the conflict over land and ownership,
revealing the tensions of colonialism and the struggle for autonomy.

What does Prospero's line 'The rarer action is in



virtue than in vengeance' suggest about his
character development?
This quote illustrates Prospero's growth from a desire for revenge to a more
virtuous path, highlighting themes of forgiveness and redemption.

What does Ariel mean when he says 'All hail, great
master! Grave sir, hail!'?
This quote emphasizes Ariel's subservience to Prospero, showcasing the
dynamics of power and servitude on the island.

How does the quote 'The isle is full of noises'
reflect the theme of nature in 'The Tempest'?
This line signifies the enchantment of the island and its role as a character
itself, enhancing the themes of magic and the natural world.

What is the significance of Miranda's quote 'O
wonder! How many goodly creatures are there here!'?
Miranda's exclamation reflects innocence and the theme of discovery, as she
encounters humanity for the first time, symbolizing purity.

How does the quote 'What’s past is prologue' relate
to the overall narrative structure of 'The Tempest'?
This line suggests that the events leading to the present are merely a setup
for what is to come, emphasizing themes of fate and destiny.

What does the quote 'I am full of noises, sounds,
and sweet airs' convey about the magical elements of
the play?
This quote encapsulates the enchanting atmosphere of the island, underscoring
the blend of reality and magic that permeates 'The Tempest.'
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