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If We Were Villains eBook is a captivating literary work that combines elements of mystery,
drama, and the complexities of human relationships, all set against a backdrop of Shakespearean
influences. Written by M.L. Rio, this novel explores the lives of a group of talented young actors
attending an elite arts college, whose lives become intertwined with themes of jealousy, betrayal,
and the pursuit of excellence. This article delves into the core themes, character analyses, and the
overall impact of the eBook, highlighting why it has resonated with readers since its publication.



Overview of the Plot

The story of If We Were Villains unfolds in a prestigious conservatory for the performing arts, where
a tight-knit group of seven students is deeply immersed in the world of Shakespeare. The
protagonist, Oliver Marks, is released from prison after serving a decade-long sentence for a crime
that occurred during his final year at the conservatory. As he recounts the events that led to his
imprisonment, the narrative shifts between past and present, revealing the complexities of his
relationships with his fellow students:

1. Jasmin - The ambitious and talented actress whose drive often puts her at odds with her peers.
2. Richard - The charismatic and charming member of the group, whose exterior hides a more
tumultuous inner life.
3. Meredith - The intelligent and resourceful friend, often acting as the mediator among the group.
4. Filippa - The free-spirited artist whose creativity is both her strength and her vulnerability.
5. James - The brooding and introspective character, often reflecting on the darker sides of their
craft.
6. Wesley - The confident and somewhat arrogant actor, who believes he is destined for greatness.

As the narrative progresses, tensions rise among the group, leading to a tragic event that culminates
in Oliver's incarceration. The story is expertly woven with references to Shakespeare's plays,
providing a rich, multi-layered reading experience that challenges readers to consider the fine line
between performance and reality.

Main Themes

If We Were Villains is rife with themes that resonate deeply with audiences, making it more than just
a typical thriller. The following themes stand out prominently:

1. The Nature of Friendship

The dynamics of friendship are a central focus of the novel. The bond between the characters is
complex, filled with love, jealousy, and betrayal. As the story progresses, the reader witnesses how
friendships can be both uplifting and destructive. Key elements include:

- Loyalty vs. Betrayal: The characters are often pitted against each other, testing their loyalties in
ways that impact their relationships profoundly.
- The Role of Competition: As aspiring actors, the characters face intense competition, leading to
moments of sabotage and manipulation.

2. The Influence of Art

Art plays a crucial role in the characters' lives, shaping their identities and relationships. The novel
examines how art can be a source of both inspiration and conflict:



- Shakespeare's Influence: The characters' engagement with Shakespearean texts serves as a
backdrop for their own dramas, paralleling their personal struggles with the themes of love,
revenge, and ambition found in the Bard's works.
- Performance vs. Authenticity: The book raises questions about the authenticity of the characters'
emotions, suggesting that the lines between performance and real life can blur dangerously.

3. Identity and Self-Discovery

The journey of self-discovery is a significant aspect of the story, as the characters grapple with their
identities both as individuals and as members of the group. Key points include:

- Finding One's Voice: Each character struggles to find their unique voice amid the pressure to
conform to the expectations of their peers and the industry.
- The Cost of Ambition: The pursuit of excellence forces characters to confront their deepest
insecurities and desires, often leading to devastating consequences.

Character Analysis

The strength of If We Were Villains lies in its well-developed characters. Each member of the
ensemble cast brings a unique perspective to the narrative, allowing readers to engage with their
stories on multiple levels.

Oliver Marks

As the protagonist, Oliver serves as both a narrator and a participant in the unfolding drama. His
introspection and vulnerability make him a relatable character. Throughout the novel, he grapples
with guilt and the burden of his past choices, making readers question the nature of justice and
redemption.

Jasmin

Jasmin represents the archetype of the ambitious artist. Her relentless pursuit of success often
alienates her from the group, but it also reveals her deep-seated fears of inadequacy. Her character
reflects the pressures faced by young artists in a competitive environment.

Richard

Richard's charm and charisma mask deeper emotional turmoil. His character embodies the struggle
between facade and reality, as he navigates the complexities of love and rivalry within the group. His
interactions with Oliver are particularly poignant, highlighting the themes of loyalty and betrayal.



Meredith

As the voice of reason in the group, Meredith often finds herself mediating conflicts. Her intelligence
and empathy make her a grounding force, yet she too grapples with her insecurities, making her
character relatable and multifaceted.

Writing Style and Structure

M.L. Rio's writing style in If We Were Villains is both lyrical and engaging, seamlessly weaving
together the narrative's past and present. The structure of the novel is cleverly crafted, with
flashbacks that enhance the tension and mystery surrounding the characters' relationships and the
eventual crime.

- Dialogue: The dialogue is sharp and reflective of the characters' personalities, often infused with
literary references that deepen the reader's connection to the text.
- Imagery: Rio's use of vivid imagery evokes the world of theater, drawing readers into the emotional
landscapes of her characters.

Impact and Reception

Since its release, If We Were Villains has garnered a dedicated fanbase, praised for its intricate
storytelling and emotional depth. The novel has sparked discussions about the nature of friendship,
ambition, and the impact of art on personal identity.

- Critical Acclaim: Reviewers have lauded the book for its compelling characters and rich thematic
content, often comparing it to other literary works that explore similar themes.
- Reader Engagement: The novel has inspired a community of readers who connect over their shared
love for Shakespeare and the complexities of the characters' lives, leading to fan art, discussions,
and analyses.

Conclusion

In conclusion, If We Were Villains is a thought-provoking and emotionally charged eBook that
challenges readers to reflect on the intricacies of friendship, the power of art, and the journey of
self-discovery. M.L. Rio has crafted a narrative that not only entertains but also resonates on a
deeper level, making it a must-read for fans of literary fiction and drama alike. As readers traverse
the tumultuous lives of Oliver and his friends, they are invited to consider the blurred lines between
performance and reality, ultimately leaving a lasting impact that extends far beyond the final pages.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'If We Were Villains'?
'If We Were Villains' follows a group of theater students at an elite arts college who become
embroiled in a mystery that tests their friendships and their passion for performance.

Who is the author of 'If We Were Villains'?
The author of 'If We Were Villains' is M.L. Rio.

What themes are explored in 'If We Were Villains'?
The novel explores themes of friendship, jealousy, betrayal, and the fine line between performance
and reality.

Is 'If We Were Villains' a standalone novel or part of a series?
'If We Were Villains' is a standalone novel.

What are the key characteristics of the main characters in 'If
We Were Villains'?
The main characters are passionate, artistic, and complex, each embodying different archetypes
found in Shakespearean plays, which influences their interactions and conflicts.

How does the setting of the story contribute to its plot?
The story is set in a prestigious drama school, which amplifies the intensity of the characters'
relationships and their obsession with theatricality and performance.

What is the narrative style of 'If We Were Villains'?
The narrative is delivered in the first person, primarily from the perspective of Oliver Marks, who
reflects on his college years and the events that transpired.

Are there any notable literary references in 'If We Were
Villains'?
Yes, the novel contains numerous references to Shakespeare's works, particularly his tragedies,
which parallel the characters' experiences.

What audience would enjoy 'If We Were Villains'?
Readers who appreciate literary fiction, drama, and mystery, particularly those with an interest in
Shakespeare and the complexities of young adult relationships, would likely enjoy this novel.
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Dive into the intriguing world of "If We Were Villains" ebook! Explore themes of friendship and
betrayal in this captivating story. Learn more today!
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