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If Tomorrow Comes is a captivating novel by Sidney Sheldon, known for his
masterful storytelling and intricate plots. This book, published in 1985,
delves into themes of betrayal, resilience, and the quest for justice. It
follows the life of Tracy Whitney, a woman who, after being wronged by those
she trusted, turns her life around in unexpected ways. In this article, we
will explore the plot, themes, character development, and the impact of If
Tomorrow Comes on readers and the literary world alike.

Plot Overview

If Tomorrow Comes begins with the promising life of Tracy Whitney, a young,
intelligent woman who seems to have it all. She is engaged to a wealthy man
and is on the brink of a successful career. However, her life takes a
dramatic turn when she is framed for a crime she didn’t commit. This pivotal
moment sets the stage for a thrilling narrative filled with twists and turns.



The Downfall

Tracy's downfall is precipitated by:

1. Betrayal by Loved Ones: Her fiancé, who she believed would support her,
turns against her, leading to her wrongful conviction.

2. Legal Struggles: The legal system is portrayed as flawed and unjust,
further complicating her situation.

3. Imprisonment: While incarcerated, Tracy faces the harsh realities of
prison life, which tests her strength and resilience.

The Transformation

During her time in prison, Tracy undergoes a significant transformation. Here
are the key aspects of her character development:

- Resilience: Tracy learns to adapt to her harsh environment, finding ways to
survive both physically and emotionally.

- Intelligence: She uses her intelligence and resourcefulness to plan her
escape.

- Vengeance: After escaping, she becomes determined to seek revenge on those
who wronged her, leading her into a world of crime and deception.

Thematic Exploration

Sidney Sheldon’s If Tomorrow Comes is rich with themes that resonate deeply
with readers. These themes include:

Justice and Injustice

- The novel explores the concept of justice, questioning whether the legal
system truly protects the innocent.

- Tracy’s journey highlights the ways in which individuals can take justice
into their own hands when the system fails them.

Empowerment and Feminism

- Tracy embodies empowerment, as she rises from the ashes of her despair to
become a formidable force.

- The book can be viewed as a feminist narrative, showcasing a woman’s
strength in a patriarchal society.



Love and Betrayal

- Love plays a significant role in Tracy’s life, but it is often intertwined
with betrayal.

- The relationships she builds and loses serve to highlight the complexities
of human connections.

Character Analysis

If Tomorrow Comes features a cast of well-developed characters, each
contributing to the narrative's depth. Here are some key characters:

Tracy Whitney

- Protagonist: Tracy is a multi-faceted character whose evolution is central
to the story.

- Strength and Vulnerability: She displays both strength and vulnerability,
making her relatable to readers.

- Complex Morality: As she shifts from victim to criminal mastermind, her
moral compass becomes increasingly complex.

Jeffrey

- Love Interest: Tracy's relationship with Jeffrey adds layers to her
character.

- Support vs. Betrayal: His actions ultimately reflect the theme of betrayal,
complicating Tracy's journey.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters, including adversaries and allies, enrich the plot.
Some notable mentions are:

- The Villains: Characters who contribute to Tracy's downfall, showcasing the
darker aspects of human nature.

- Allies: Individuals who help Tracy along her journey, representing hope and
camaraderie.



Writing Style and Structure

Sidney Sheldon’s writing style in If Tomorrow Comes is characterized by:

- Fast-Paced Narrative: The story unfolds rapidly, keeping readers engaged.
- Vivid Descriptions: Sheldon’s descriptive prose paints a clear picture of
settings and emotions.

- Cliffhangers: Each chapter often ends with a cliffhanger, compelling
readers to continue.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, If Tomorrow Comes received widespread acclaim. Critics
praised:

- Engaging Plot: The intricate plot and unexpected twists captivated readers.
- Relatable Themes: Themes of empowerment and justice resonated, particularly
with female readers.

- Character Depth: Tracy's complex character drew both admiration and
empathy.

Impact on Popular Culture

The novel's success led to adaptations and continued relevance in popular
culture. Notable impacts include:

- Television Adaptation: The book was adapted into a miniseries, further
expanding its audience.

- Influence on Other Works: Sheldon's narrative style and themes have
inspired numerous authors and filmmakers.

Conclusion

If Tomorrow Comes is a powerful exploration of resilience, justice, and the
complexity of human relationships. Sidney Sheldon’s ability to weave
intricate plots with relatable characters ensures that this novel remains a
significant work in the literary world. Tracy Whitney’'s journey from victim
to empowered woman serves as an inspiration and a reminder of the strength
that lies within us all. Whether you are a longtime fan of Sidney Sheldon or
a newcomer to his work, If Tomorrow Comes promises an engaging and thought-
provoking reading experience that lingers long after the final page is
turned.

As readers dive into Tracy's world, they are not only entertained but also



prompted to reflect on themes of justice and personal empowerment, making If
Tomorrow Comes a timeless classic that continues to resonate across
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'If Tomorrow Comes' by
Sidney Sheldon?

The main theme of 'If Tomorrow Comes' is revenge and the quest for justice,
as the protagonist, Tracy Whitney, seeks to reclaim her life after being
wrongfully imprisoned.

Who is the protagonist in 'If Tomorrow Comes'?

The protagonist of 'If Tomorrow Comes' is Tracy Whitney, a strong and
determined woman who becomes embroiled in a world of crime and deception.

How does Tracy Whitney's character evolve throughout
the novel?

Tracy Whitney evolves from a victim of circumstance to a master con artist,
using her intelligence and resourcefulness to navigate a treacherous world.

What role does romance play in 'If Tomorrow Comes'?

Romance plays a significant role in 'If Tomorrow Comes', as Tracy forms
complex relationships that influence her decisions and ultimately her journey
for revenge.

Is '"If Tomorrow Comes' a standalone novel or part of
a series?

'"IfT Tomorrow Comes' is a standalone novel by Sidney Sheldon, not part of a
series, although it features themes common to his other works.

What kind of narrative style does Sidney Sheldon use
in 'If Tomorrow Comes'?

Sidney Sheldon employs a fast-paced, suspenseful narrative style in 'If
Tomorrow Comes', filled with twists and turns that keep readers engaged.

What are some of the major conflicts Tracy faces in
the story?

Some major conflicts Tracy faces include battling against the criminal
underworld, dealing with betrayal, and overcoming the legal system that



wronged her.

How does the setting influence the plot of 'If
Tomorrow Comes'?

The setting, which spans various international locations, adds to the
intrigue and complexity of the plot, showcasing different cultures and the
global nature of crime.

What is the significance of the title 'If Tomorrow
Comes'?

The title 'If Tomorrow Comes' signifies the uncertainty of the future and the
idea of seizing opportunities, reflecting Tracy's determination to reclaim
her life despite the odds.
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