
I Survived The Great Molasses Flood 1919

I survived the Great Molasses Flood of 1919. This shocking event, often overshadowed by more

traditional historical disasters, took place in Boston, Massachusetts, and left a lasting mark on the city

and its inhabitants. The Great Molasses Flood is a unique tale of industrial negligence, community

resilience, and the unpredictable nature of human life. This article delves into the details of the

disaster, its aftermath, and the personal stories of those who lived through it.



The Setting: Boston in 1919

At the time of the flood, Boston was a bustling metropolis in the throes of rapid industrialization. The

city was experiencing significant growth, with a diverse population drawn to its factories, docks, and

burgeoning economy. Among the various industries was the United States Industrial Alcohol Company,

which had constructed a large molasses storage tank in the North End neighborhood.

This tank, 50 feet high and 90 feet in diameter, was used to store molasses for the production of

industrial alcohol. Its sheer size made it a landmark in the area, but its structural integrity was called

into question long before the disaster occurred.

The Warning Signs

In the months leading up to the flood, residents reported several incidents that hinted at the impending

catastrophe:

- Unusual Sounds: Neighbors often heard strange groaning and creaking noises emanating from the

tank.

- Leaking Molasses: Residents noted that the tank had developed leaks, with molasses seeping out

and creating sticky puddles around the base.

- Structural Concerns: Some community members voiced their concerns about the tank’s stability, but

these warnings were largely ignored by the company.

The combination of these warning signs, disregarded by both the company and local authorities, set

the stage for one of the most bizarre disasters in American history.



The Flood: A Sticky Catastrophe

On January 15, 1919, at approximately 12:30 PM, the unthinkable happened. The tank ruptured,

unleashing a torrent of molasses that would devastate the surrounding area. The flood was not just a

minor spill; it released an estimated 2.3 million gallons of molasses into the streets of Boston.

The Immediate Impact

The sheer volume and viscosity of the molasses caused immediate chaos:

- Speed and Force: The wave of molasses surged through the North End at an estimated speed of 35

miles per hour, obliterating everything in its path.

- Destruction: Buildings were flattened, roads were submerged, and debris was scattered for blocks.

The molasses flood created a scene reminiscent of a natural disaster, with structures reduced to

rubble and vehicles overturned.

- Casualties: The disaster claimed the lives of 21 people and injured around 150 others. Many of the

victims were trapped in the sticky substance, unable to escape as the molasses engulfed them.

Survival Stories

Within the chaos, numerous individuals experienced harrowing escapes and miraculous survivals. Here

are a few notable accounts:

1. A Young Boy's Escape: One young boy, playing near the tank, was swept into the flood but

managed to cling to a lamppost until rescuers arrived. His story highlighted the bravery of the

community as neighbors rushed to help those trapped.

2. The Rescuer: A local shopkeeper, noticing the flood and its destructive path, dashed into the



molasses to save a neighbor who had been caught. His quick thinking enabled him to pull the

neighbor to safety, showcasing the heroism that emerged in the face of disaster.

3. Animals in Peril: Many horses were trapped in the flood, leading to heartbreaking scenes of rescue

efforts. Some animals were sadly lost, but community members worked tirelessly to save as many as

they could.

Aftermath and Legal Consequences

In the wake of the Great Molasses Flood, the city of Boston faced significant challenges as it began

the recovery process.

Cleanup Efforts

The cleanup of the molasses flood was a monumental task. It took weeks for workers to remove the

thick, sticky substance from the streets. The cleanup efforts included:

- Using Salt Water: Crews used saltwater to help dissolve the molasses and facilitate its removal,

showcasing the ingenuity of the workers.

- Community Involvement: Local residents, volunteers, and even schoolchildren joined in the efforts to

clean up their neighborhood, demonstrating community solidarity in the face of disaster.

Legal Ramifications

The aftermath of the flood led to significant legal consequences for the United States Industrial Alcohol

Company. Victims and their families sought justice, and the company faced numerous lawsuits. Key

outcomes included:



- Public Outcry: The disaster spurred outrage among the residents of Boston, leading to demands for

accountability and change in industrial safety regulations.

- Lawsuits: The company was ultimately found liable for the disaster, resulting in financial settlements

for the victims and their families. This event also led to increased scrutiny of industrial practices across

the nation.

The Legacy of the Great Molasses Flood

The Great Molasses Flood of 1919 remains a significant historical event, not only for its tragic impact

but also for the lessons it imparted.

Impact on Industry Regulations

The flood prompted a re-evaluation of industrial safety standards in the United States. In the years

following the disaster, regulatory agencies began to implement more stringent guidelines to protect

workers and local communities from similar accidents.

Cultural References

The bizarre nature of the Great Molasses Flood has also made it a topic of interest in popular culture,

inspiring:

- Books and Documentaries: Various authors and filmmakers have sought to document the event,

sharing the stories of those affected and the community's recovery.

- Annual Commemorations: Some local organizations and historians commemorate the event, ensuring

that the memories of those who suffered are not forgotten.



Conclusion

The Great Molasses Flood of 1919 is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit in the face of an

unprecedented disaster. The stories of survival, community solidarity, and the subsequent changes in

industrial safety regulations highlight the capacity for growth and healing even after tragedy. As we

reflect on the past, we are reminded of the importance of vigilance, accountability, and the strength

that can emerge from adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Great Molasses Flood of 1919?

The Great Molasses Flood of 1919 was a disaster that occurred in Boston, Massachusetts, when a

large tank filled with molasses burst, flooding the streets with over 2 million gallons of the sticky

substance.

What caused the molasses tank to burst?

The molasses tank burst due to a combination of poor construction, inadequate safety standards, and

the warm temperatures that caused the molasses to expand, leading to structural failure.

How many people were affected by the flood?

The flood resulted in the deaths of 21 people and injured about 150 others, with many buildings and

vehicles also damaged or destroyed.

What were the immediate effects of the molasses flood on the

community?

The immediate effects included widespread destruction, with streets and buildings buried under

molasses, significant injuries and fatalities, and a chaotic rescue effort to save those trapped.



How long did it take to clean up the aftermath of the flood?

The cleanup of the molasses flood took several weeks, as workers used salt water, shovels, and even

teams of horses to remove the thick molasses from the streets.

What legal actions were taken after the Great Molasses Flood?

Victims and their families filed lawsuits against the United States Industrial Alcohol Company, which

owned the tank, leading to a lengthy legal battle that highlighted safety regulations and corporate

responsibility.

How has the Great Molasses Flood been remembered in popular

culture?

The Great Molasses Flood has been referenced in various forms of media, including books, songs,

and documentaries, often serving as a cautionary tale about industrial negligence and safety.

What lessons were learned from the Great Molasses Flood regarding

industrial safety?

The disaster led to improved regulations and standards for industrial safety, emphasizing the need for

proper construction practices and regular inspections to prevent similar incidents.

Are there any memorials or historical sites related to the Great

Molasses Flood?

While there are no formal memorials, the site of the flood is marked by some historical markers, and

the event is often discussed in local history tours in Boston.
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