
Imperialism And America Worksheet Answers

Imperialism and America Worksheet Answers provide a crucial lens through which we
can examine the complex historical relationship between the United States and its role in
world affairs during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This period marked a significant
shift in American foreign policy from isolationism to a more interventionist approach,
characterized by territorial expansion and economic dominance. Understanding this
transformation requires an exploration of key concepts, events, and figures that shaped
American imperialism, along with the reactions it provoked both domestically and
internationally.

Understanding Imperialism

Imperialism can be defined as a policy or ideology where a country extends its power and
influence over other nations or territories through diplomacy or military force. This
expansionist approach is often driven by a combination of economic, political, and cultural
motives, including:

1. Economic Interests: Nations sought new markets for their goods and access to raw
materials.
2. Nationalism: Countries aimed to demonstrate their power and prestige on the global
stage.
3. Cultural Superiority: The belief in the superiority of one’s culture often justified the
subjugation of others, encapsulated in the phrase "the white man’s burden."



In the context of American history, imperialism became particularly pronounced during the
late 1800s, fueled by industrialization and a growing desire to compete with European
powers.

The Rise of American Imperialism

Historical Context

The emergence of American imperialism can be traced back to several key developments:

- The Spanish-American War (1898): This conflict resulted in the U.S. defeating Spain and
acquiring territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines. The war was driven by
the desire to liberate Cuba from Spanish rule and marked a turning point in U.S. foreign
policy.
- The Open Door Policy: Established in 1899, this policy aimed to ensure equal trading
rights for all nations in China, reflecting America's desire to expand its economic influence
without direct colonization.
- The Annexation of Hawaii (1898): The strategic and economic importance of Hawaii led to
its annexation, which served as a base for American operations in the Pacific.

Key Figures in American Imperialism

Several influential figures played pivotal roles in shaping American imperialism:

- Theodore Roosevelt: As President, Roosevelt championed a robust foreign policy,
exemplified by the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, which asserted the U.S.'s
right to intervene in Latin America to maintain stability.
- Alfred Thayer Mahan: A naval officer whose writings emphasized the importance of sea
power in global politics, advocating for a strong navy and overseas bases to project
American power.
- William H. Seward: As Secretary of State, Seward's push for the purchase of Alaska (1867)
exemplified early American expansionism, despite initial criticism.

Impacts of American Imperialism

Political and Economic Effects

The consequences of American imperialism were far-reaching and multifaceted:

- Territorial Expansion: The U.S. emerged as a global power with territories across the
Caribbean and Pacific, fundamentally altering its geopolitical standing.



- Economic Exploitation: New territories provided access to raw materials and markets,
fueling American industry and economic growth.
- Military Presence: The establishment of military bases across the globe allowed the U.S. to
project power and influence, particularly in strategic locations.

Cultural and Social Impacts

American imperialism also led to cultural exchanges and tensions:

- Cultural Hegemony: The idea of spreading democracy and American values was often
used to justify imperial actions. This notion contributed to a sense of cultural superiority
and the imposition of American norms on other societies.
- Resistance and Rebellion: Colonized peoples often resisted American rule, leading to
conflicts such as the Philippine-American War (1899-1902), which highlighted the
complexities and contradictions of American ideals of freedom and democracy.

Opposition to Imperialism

Despite the enthusiasm for expansion among many Americans, there was also significant
opposition to imperialist policies. Key arguments against imperialism included:

1. Moral and Ethical Concerns: Critics argued that imperialism contradicted American
values of self-determination and liberty.
2. Economic Arguments: Some believed that imperialism diverted resources from domestic
needs and led to unnecessary military expenditures.
3. Political Opposition: Prominent figures, including Mark Twain and Andrew Carnegie,
organized against imperialism, warning of the dangers of entangling alliances and the loss
of democratic ideals.

The Anti-Imperialist League

Formed in 1898, the Anti-Imperialist League was a significant organization that voiced
opposition to American imperialism. Its members included a diverse range of individuals,
such as:

- Intellectuals and writers
- Labor leaders
- Social reformers

The League argued against the annexation of the Philippines and other territories,
advocating for the principles of self-governance and opposing the imposition of American
rule.



American Imperialism in the 20th Century

The legacy of American imperialism continued into the 20th century, influencing foreign
policy decisions during key historical moments, such as:

- World War I and II: The U.S. emerged as a global power, taking on a prominent role in
international affairs, often justified as a means to promote democracy and freedom.
- Cold War Policies: The U.S. engaged in various interventions, including in Latin America,
Asia, and the Middle East, driven by the desire to contain communism and uphold its
influence.

Conclusion

In summary, the examination of imperialism and America worksheet answers reveals a
complex interplay of motivations, consequences, and reactions that defined a crucial period
in U.S. history. From territorial expansion and economic interests to cultural imposition and
moral opposition, American imperialism left an indelible mark on both the nation and the
world. Understanding this legacy is essential for comprehending contemporary U.S. foreign
policy and its ongoing implications in an increasingly interconnected global landscape. As
students and scholars continue to explore these themes, the lessons of the past remain
relevant in addressing the challenges of the present and future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is imperialism and how did it manifest in
American history?
Imperialism is the policy of extending a country's power and influence through diplomacy or
military force. In American history, it manifested through events like the annexation of
Hawaii, the Spanish-American War, and the establishment of colonies such as Puerto Rico
and Guam.

What were the main motivations behind American
imperialism in the late 19th century?
The main motivations included economic interests, the desire for new markets, national
security concerns, and the belief in the cultural superiority of American values, often
referred to as 'Manifest Destiny'.

How did the Spanish-American War reflect American
imperialistic ambitions?
The Spanish-American War reflected American imperialistic ambitions by resulting in the
U.S. acquiring territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines, showcasing



America's willingness to exert its influence overseas.

What role did the concept of 'the White Man's Burden'
play in justifying American imperialism?
'The White Man's Burden' was a concept suggesting that it was the responsibility of white
Americans to civilize and uplift non-Western peoples, which was often used to justify
imperialistic actions as a moral obligation.

What was the Open Door Policy and how did it relate to
American imperialism?
The Open Door Policy was a diplomatic policy proposed by the U.S. in 1899 to ensure equal
trading rights for all nations in China, reflecting America's desire to expand its economic
influence without direct territorial control.

How did American imperialism affect the Philippines
after the Spanish-American War?
After the Spanish-American War, the U.S. established control over the Philippines, leading
to the Philippine-American War, resistance against American rule, and ultimately the
establishment of a colonial government that lasted until 1946.

What were the criticisms of American imperialism
during the early 20th century?
Critics of American imperialism argued that it contradicted the nation's founding principles
of self-determination and democracy, led to unnecessary wars, and resulted in the
exploitation of colonized peoples.

How did the Roosevelt Corollary expand American
imperialism in Latin America?
The Roosevelt Corollary, an extension of the Monroe Doctrine, asserted that the U.S. had
the right to intervene in Latin American countries to maintain stability and protect American
interests, effectively justifying U.S. interventionism in the region.

What impact did American imperialism have on
indigenous populations in colonized territories?
American imperialism often led to the displacement, cultural assimilation, and exploitation
of indigenous populations, resulting in long-lasting social and economic challenges in
colonized territories.

In what ways did American imperialism influence global
politics in the 20th century?
American imperialism influenced global politics by establishing the U.S. as a major world
power, shaping international relations, and leading to interventions and conflicts that



defined U.S. foreign policy throughout the 20th century.
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为什么说美国是帝国主义？帝国主义该如何定义？Imperialism 有 …
为什么说美国是帝国主义？帝国主义不是应该对应政体来说的吗？帝国主义该如何定义？Imperialism有没有什…

帝国主义 - 知乎
Apr 24, 2020 · 帝国主义（imperialism），即垄断资本主义，是资本主义垄断阶段，也是资本主义发展的最高阶级和最后阶段。 随着生产力的发展和生产社会化程度的提
高，资本关系的社会 …

帝国主义的定义什么？ - 知乎
#帝国病# 抓这个机会说说“帝国病”问题。 首先，定义一下帝国。 帝国的定义包含两个要件： A）在自己的场域内拥有对每一个单独的对手的压倒性优势，而且因为这个优势已经维持甚
…

文化帝国主义 - 知乎
文化帝国主义（Cultural Imperialism）诞生于20世纪60年代的“新帝国主义”浪潮下，一般指的是国与国、民族与民族之间的文化价值观的强加行为，是具有文化优势的大
国，不用军事暴力征占 …

“语言帝国主义”是否是一种谬误？ - 知乎
而Philiipson提出Linguistic imperialism这个概念，虽然试图摆脱其本身的意识形态含义，但主要意图还是批判英语在世界上通过各种discursive
practices进行意识形态渗透，从而造成英语和其 …

如何看待「次帝国主义」（sub-imperialism）? - 知乎
如何看待「次帝国主义」（sub-imperialism）? 以19世纪后期到20世纪前期的巴西为例，其作为南美洲的一个传统强国，在南美洲通过一系列霸权手段谋取了南美范围内的诸
多利益。

如何看待「次帝国主义」（sub-imperialism）? - 知乎
Sub-imperialism implies two basic components: on the one hand, a medium organic composition on
the world scale of the national productive apparatuses and, on the other hand, the exercise …

帝国主义为什么以帝国命名? - 知乎
“帝国主义”（Imperialism）来源于拉丁文中imperium一词。 原本与建立帝国或世界帝国的统治紧密相连。 但具体谁最早使用此词，何时首次出现，众说纷纭。 有研究指出，
十九世纪以前西方 …

HOI4冷门MOD世界线搬运 - 知乎
钢铁雄心4模组-帝国主义时代（Age of Imperialism ）模组介绍翻译 帝国主义时代是《钢铁之心4》的一个MOD，其故事背景发生在一个没有发生第一次世界大战的世界
里。

第一次世界大战的最重要起因是什么（M.A.I.N.）？ - 知乎
Archduke Franz Ferdinand 被杀害以后， 在: M: militarism A: alliance I: imperialism… 显示全部
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为什么说美国是帝国主义？帝国主义该如何定义？Imperialism 有没 …
为什么说美国是帝国主义？帝国主义不是应该对应政体来说的吗？帝国主义该如何定义？Imperialism有没有什…

帝国主义 - 知乎
Apr 24, 2020 · 帝国主义（imperialism），即垄断资本主义，是资本主义垄断阶段，也是资本主义发展的最高阶级和最后阶段。 随着生产力的发展和生产社会化程度的提
高，资本关系的社会化随之发展，资本主义生产关系发生新的变化，资本主义就从自由竞争阶段进入垄断阶段。

帝国主义的定义什么？ - 知乎
#帝国病# 抓这个机会说说“帝国病”问题。 首先，定义一下帝国。 帝国的定义包含两个要件： A）在自己的场域内拥有对每一个单独的对手的压倒性优势，而且因为这个优势已经维持甚久，
所以已经拥有了“不败神话”。 B）帝国利用了这种优势地位，兑换了有相当规模的经济利益，并基于 …

文化帝国主义 - 知乎
文化帝国主义（Cultural Imperialism）诞生于20世纪60年代的“新帝国主义”浪潮下，一般指的是国与国、民族与民族之间的文化价值观的强加行为，是具有文化优势的大
国，不用军事暴力征占其他国家的领土或控制其他国家的经济命脉和人民生活，而是大力拓展和占领世界文化市场，企图将这 …

“语言帝国主义”是否是一种谬误？ - 知乎
而Philiipson提出Linguistic imperialism这个概念，虽然试图摆脱其本身的意识形态含义，但主要意图还是批判英语在世界上通过各种discursive
practices进行意识形态渗透，从而造成英语和其他语言之间不平等地位的霸权主义 (Xiao, 2008)。

如何看待「次帝国主义」（sub-imperialism）? - 知乎
如何看待「次帝国主义」（sub-imperialism）? 以19世纪后期到20世纪前期的巴西为例，其作为南美洲的一个传统强国，在南美洲通过一系列霸权手段谋取了南美范围内的诸
多利益。

如何看待「次帝国主义」（sub-imperialism）? - 知乎
Sub-imperialism implies two basic components: on the one hand, a medium organic composition on
the world scale of the national productive apparatuses and, on the other hand, the exercise of a
relatively autonomous expansionist policy, which is not only accompanied by a greater integration to
the imperialist productive system but is maintained ...

帝国主义为什么以帝国命名? - 知乎
“帝国主义”（Imperialism）来源于拉丁文中imperium一词。 原本与建立帝国或世界帝国的统治紧密相连。 但具体谁最早使用此词，何时首次出现，众说纷纭。 有研究指出，
十九世纪以前西方尚未形成“帝国主义”这一概念，直至19世纪后半叶，这个词在法国和英国正式出现，最初是用来指责拿 …

HOI4冷门MOD世界线搬运 - 知乎
钢铁雄心4模组-帝国主义时代（Age of Imperialism ）模组介绍翻译 帝国主义时代是《钢铁之心4》的一个MOD，其故事背景发生在一个没有发生第一次世界大战的世界
里。

第一次世界大战的最重要起因是什么（M.A.I.N.）？ - 知乎
Archduke Franz Ferdinand 被杀害以后， 在: M: militarism A: alliance I: imperialism… 显示全部
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