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How to write a conclusion in an essay is a crucial skill that every student and writer
must master. The conclusion serves as the final opportunity to leave a lasting impression
on the reader, reinforcing the arguments presented throughout the essay. This article will
guide you through the essential components of a strong conclusion, common pitfalls to
avoid, and practical tips to enhance your writing.

Understanding the Purpose of a Conclusion

A conclusion is more than just a summary of the main points discussed in your essay. It
serves several important purposes:

e Summarization: It encapsulates the key arguments made in the essay, reminding
the reader of the journey they have taken.

e Reflection: It provides an opportunity to reflect on the implications of your findings
or arguments.

e Closure: It gives a sense of closure by tying everything together, leaving the reader
with a clear understanding of your position.

e Call to Action: In some essays, especially persuasive ones, a conclusion can
encourage readers to take specific actions or adopt a new perspective.

Essential Components of a Strong Conclusion

To write an effective conclusion, consider including the following components:



1. Restate the Thesis

Begin your conclusion by revisiting your thesis statement. This should be rephrased to
reflect the insights gained throughout your essay. Avoid simply copying the original thesis;
instead, present it in a way that demonstrates how your arguments have supported it.

2. Summarize Key Points

Provide a brief overview of the main points discussed in your essay. This should not be a
detailed account but rather a concise summary that highlights the most significant
arguments. Aim to connect these points back to your thesis to reinforce your overall
message.

3. Discuss the Significance

Explain why your arguments matter. Discuss the broader implications of your findings or
the relevance of your topic. This helps to elevate your conclusion from a mere summary to
a thoughtful commentary on the subject matter.

4. Offer a Final Insight or Reflection

Leave the reader with something to ponder. This could be a thought-provoking question, a
quotation, or an observation that encourages further reflection. This final insight should
relate to your essay's main theme and provide a satisfying closure to your discussion.

5. Include a Call to Action (if applicable)

In persuasive essays, a call to action can be an effective way to engage the reader.
Encourage them to take specific steps, whether it’s to research further, adopt a particular
viewpoint, or take action in their own lives. This can create a sense of urgency and
relevance.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Writing a conclusion can be challenging, and several common mistakes can undermine its
effectiveness. Here are some pitfalls to avoid:

1. Introducing New Information: The conclusion is not the place to present new
arguments or evidence. Stick to what has already been discussed.



2. Being Too Vague: Avoid generalizations or overly broad statements. Clearly
connect your conclusion to the specifics of your essay.

3. Overly Emotional Language: While it's important to convey passion for your topic,
avoid being overly sentimental or emotional in the conclusion.

4. Making It Too Long: A conclusion should be concise. Aim for a length similar to
that of your introduction—usually around 5-10% of your total essay length.

Practical Tips for Writing Conclusive Conclusions

To enhance your conclusion-writing skills, consider these practical tips:

1. Read Other Conclusions

Study conclusions from various essays, articles, and papers. Analyze how the authors
effectively wrap up their arguments and leave a lasting impression. Take note of what
works well and what doesn’t.

2. Write Your Conclusion Last

After completing the body of your essay, write your conclusion. This allows you to have a
full understanding of your argument and ensures that your conclusion accurately reflects
the content of the essay.

3. Use Transitional Phrases

Utilize transitional phrases to signal to the reader that you are concluding your thoughts.
Phrases like "In conclusion,"” "To summarize," or "Ultimately" can help guide the reader
towards the end of your essay.

4. Keep Your Audience in Mind

Consider the needs and interests of your target audience while writing your conclusion.
Tailor your final thoughts to resonate with them, ensuring that your conclusion feels
relevant and engaging.



5. Edit and Revise

After drafting your conclusion, take the time to revise it. Check for clarity, coherence, and
conciseness. Ensure that it effectively encapsulates your essay without introducing any
new ideas.

Examples of Strong Conclusions

To illustrate the principles discussed, here are a few examples of effective conclusions for
different types of essays:

Example 1: Analytical Essay

"In conclusion, the analysis of Shakespeare’s use of imagery in 'Macbeth' reveals a
profound understanding of human ambition and its consequences. By employing vivid
imagery, Shakespeare not only enhances the dramatic tension but also invites the
audience to reflect on the moral implications of unchecked ambition. Ultimately, this
timeless theme resonates with contemporary society, reminding us of the dangers that can
arise when personal desires overshadow ethical considerations."

Example 2: Persuasive Essay

"To summarize, the evidence presented demonstrates that renewable energy sources are
not only feasible but essential for a sustainable future. As we face the impending threat of
climate change, it is imperative that we transition away from fossil fuels. I urge you to
advocate for policies that support renewable energy initiatives in your community.
Together, we can forge a path toward a cleaner, greener planet for future generations."

Example 3: Descriptive Essay

"Ultimately, the serene beauty of the Pacific Northwest invites us to pause and appreciate
the wonders of nature. From the towering Douglas firs to the tranquil shores of the ocean,
this region offers a sanctuary for reflection and rejuvenation. As we step away from the
hustle and bustle of daily life, let us carry the peace of the Pacific Northwest in our hearts,
reminding us to seek beauty in our everyday surroundings."

Conclusion

Learning how to write a conclusion in an essay is an invaluable skill that can significantly
impact the effectiveness of your writing. By restating your thesis, summarizing key points,



discussing significance, offering final insights, and, when appropriate, including a call to
action, you can craft a conclusion that resonates with your readers. Avoiding common
pitfalls and applying practical tips can further enhance your writing. With practice, you
will develop the ability to write conclusions that not only wrap up your essays but also
leave a lasting impression on your audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a conclusion in an essay?

The purpose of a conclusion in an essay is to summarize the main points discussed,
reinforce the thesis statement, and provide a final perspective on the topic, leaving the
reader with a lasting impression.

How can I effectively summarize my main points in the
conclusion?

To effectively summarize your main points, briefly restate the key arguments made in the
body of the essay without introducing new information, and highlight how they collectively
support your thesis.

Should I include a call to action in my essay conclusion?

Including a call to action can be effective, especially in persuasive essays. It encourages
readers to think critically about the topic and to take some form of action based on the
arguments presented.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when writing
a conclusion?

Common mistakes include introducing new ideas, repeating information verbatim from the
introduction, being overly vague, or failing to provide a sense of closure.

How long should a conclusion be in an essay?

A conclusion should typically be about 5-10% of your total essay length. For a short essay,
a paragraph may suffice, while longer essays may require several paragraphs.

Can I use a quote in my conclusion?

Yes, you can use a quote in your conclusion to reinforce your argument or provide a
thought-provoking insight, but it should be relevant and contribute meaningfully to your
final thoughts.

What techniques can I use to make my conclusion more
impactful?

Techniques to make your conclusion impactful include using a powerful quote, posing a



rhetorical question, providing a relevant anecdote, or suggesting broader implications of
your findings.
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Master the art of closing your essays effectively! Learn how to write a conclusion in an essay that
leaves a lasting impression. Discover how now!
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